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PREPACK 


The ancient edifices, which adorn the 
banks of the Nile, are now engaging that 
share of public attention, which they 
undoubtedly deserve. The monumental 
history of mankind is, to many, the most 
interesting of all investigations, because it is 
often the most certain. The ruins of Italy 
and Greece convey to us as conclusive 
evidence of the civilisation of those coun- 
tries, at different epochs, as the pages of 
the most graphic historians. And the 
^stupendous antiquities of Egypt not only 
exhibit to us the power and wealth of the 
Pharaohs, but also furnish us with most 
interesting details of the private life of their 
subjects* 
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PREFACE. 


The existing sculptures represent the 
wars^ and conquests of the Thothmes, 
the Rameses, Shishak, &c., the offerings 
to, and the representations of the different 
gods they worshipped, together with their 
funereal ritual and other mysteries, and 
they also afford us an interesting and 
detailed representation of the pursuits, 
trades, arts, and amusements of this ancient 
people. Their palaces and temples are 
still the admiration of travellers ; and the 
paintings in their tombs exhibit to us the 
splendid and elegant furniture, which they 
used. Chairs more magnificent than any 
of the present day, luxurious couches, and 
beautiful vases, and services, convey to us 
a correct idea of the opulence and luxury 
of the great and wealthy among them. 

The pictorial decorations are not merely 
evidence of the magnificence of the Egyp- 
tians : their private life is also so faithfully 
and minutely depicted on the walls of the 

sepulchres, that we may, as it were, follow 

, * 

them even to the retirement of their 
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.country villas, situated on the borders of 
lakes, shaded by dates and doum trees. 
From the works already published, and 
about to be published, particularly Mr. 
Wilkinson's, the literary world will have an 
opportunity of becoming as well acquainted 
with the Egyptians of old as with the 
Greeks or Romans. 

So great an enquiry has arisen within 
the last few years concerning Egyptian 
subjects, that the Author trusts an account 
even of the most retired provinces of that 
remarkable country may have some claims 
to public attention. The monuments of 
the Oasis are undoubtedly less magnificent 
and imposing than the temples of Thebes ; 
but the author hopes, that the peculiar 
situation of them, as isolated by immense 
deserts from the rest of the world, their 
extremely picturesque appearance, the ex- 
traordinary metaphysical sculptures, and 
the very valuable Greek inscriptions which 
he has given, will justify his publishing 
the present volume.- 
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8 PREFACE. 

The plates are selected from a large 
portfolio of drawings, made by the Author 
with the Camera Lucida, and finished on 
the spot His own narrative might have 
been more acceptable to the scientific 
reader, had he not lost some observations 
concerning the sources, together with a 
small collection of minerals and insects, 
and a few plants collected in the Oasis and 
the Desert 

The temples, bearing upon their walls 
the names of the Persian king Darius, of 
Ptolemy Euergetes ; the Roman emperors 
Claudius, Galba, Adrian, Antoninus Pius, 
&c., and the very remarkable remains of 
Christian edifices scattered over these 
regions will, he flatters himself, be interest- 
ing to the general reader : and he has 
endeavoured in the narrative to enliven 
the dreariness of his own journey in the 
Desert by a few digressions, which he 
hopes will not be deemed irrelevant 

In the concluding chapters "there is 
little of his own but the chain that binds 
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them.'* The notices of the Oasis of Siwah, 
Babnasa and Dakkel, are derived from the 
latest and best authorities. The quotations 
from the ancient historians are generally 
given in full, in order that the reader, 
prepared by the perusal of the several 
narratives, may draw his own conclusions. 
It may perhaps be said, that the Author, 
in this portion of his work, has stepped 
beyond the bounds pf a mere traveller: 
the attention, however, which he has for 
some years given to these particular sub- 
jects, and his desire of presenting to the 
reader a full account, ancient and modem, 
of the " tufted isles that verdant rise amid 
the Libyan waste," urge him, under the 
hope of a favourable acceptance, to present 
the volume as it is, to his friends and the 
public 
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CHAPTER L 

R£SID£NC£ AT THEBES. — EGYPTIAN SERPENT CHARMERS. 
—THEIR TRICKS UPON TRAVELLERS. — VIEW OF THE 

PLAIN OF THEBES. — TEMPLES. INUNDATION. 

THE WESTERN MOUNTAIN. TOMBS AT GOURNAH 

KARNAK. MOSQUITOES. ROBBERS. DEXTERITY. 

OP THE ARABS. — ANTIQUITIES. SCENERY. TOMBS 

OF THE king's. — ORIENTAL LIFE. RULES FOR DIET. 

SIESTA. MR. hay's SEPULCHRAL RESIDENCE. 

i 

Bei*ob£ commencing the description of my 
journey to the Oasis Magna, I trust it will not 
be deemed irrelevant to give the reader a 
short account of my habitations and manner 
of living among the antiquities and tombs of 
Thebes, which for five months previously I had 
been studying and deUneating. I will introduce 
a few observations, which may not be unprofit- 
able to other travellers; and a few anecdotes, 
which may perhaps not be uninteresting to the 
general reader. 
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HOUSE AT THEBES. 


A stranger in the vaQey of the Nile muart 
needs submit to many hardships and depriv- 
ations ; but he soon becomes reconciled to the 
sacrifice of the elegances of life, and thinks 
himself fortunate if he can enjoy the advantage 
of visiting those barbarous but interesting re- 
^ gions, and at the same time retain any European 
comforts. 

A house built by Signor D' Athanasi, a Greek 
gentleman formerly in the employ of Mr. Salt, 
was my head quarters. It was situated in the 
western suburb of the city among the ancient 
tombs, which are now converted into habitations 
by the peasants of Goumah. A Greek named 
Triantafelas, a worthy honest merchant, occupied 
part of the house. Besides accommodation for 
cooking and for my servants, I had two good 
rooms. One of them served as a sleeping and at 
the same time store-room ; but this combination 
had its inconveniences, as it attracted around 
my bed swarms of rats, with which abnost every 
house in Egypt is infested : and often when they 
seemed to fancy that : I was asleep, I have been 
amused with watching their squabbles for my 
cheese and maccaroni. 

A few rude chairs, a roughly manufactured. 
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table, some shelves for my books and antiquities, 

and a couple of commodious Turkish divans of 

< 

cotton wool covered with a smart English chintz, 
gave a more comfortable appearance to my 
sitting-room. The earthen floors of both 
chambers were covered with clean mats, which 
are more convenient than carpets; as during 
the excessively hot weather, I was enabled to 
create a freshness by having them daily saturated 
with water. 

Compared to the other habitations in the 
village, my house was a little palace; and in- 
deed it was very habitable, though destitute of 
many comforts which in England we should 
consider indispensable requisites. 

Describing my house, I ought also to mention 
that it contained other tenants, which, although 
unpleasant to look at, and disagreeable to live 
with under the same roof, are in reality less 
mischievous than rats. Lizards often of an ex- 
traordinary size were lodged in various comers 
and crevices of the walls. Their natural timidity 
kept them generally out of my sight, and made 
them satisfied with leaving their lurking-places 
only when I was absent from my room ; but 
there was one description more bold than the 
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4 SERPENT CHARMERS. 

others, called boursa, the bite of which is not 
injurious, although its breath is said to be fatal ; 
for, according to the vulgar accounts of the 
Arabs, if it breathes upon food it converts it 
into poison. 

Serpents and scorpions, they say, are hid in the 
innermost recesses of the walls. The Psylli, or 
Egyptian serpent charmers, came to my house one 
day when I was absent, and apparently succeeded 
in attracting a serpent and two scorpions from their 
hiding-places. They afterwards went to a tomb 
where Mr. Bonomi resided, and seemed to charm 
from their holes another serpent and some scor-;^ 
pions ; but failed in enticing a fine serpent 
which Mr. B. kept in a tin case. The lid of the 
case was on this occasion purposely left open j 
therefore, had their incantations really possessed 
any influence except over the reptiles which' 
had been trained to obey their call, this homed 
snake would most assuredly have made its ap-' 
pearance. 

Many travellers have believed in the power of 
these jugglers, because they have not succeeded 
in detecting their artifices. I do not pretend to 
understand their tricks ; but it seems to me 
highly probable that the serpents and scorpions^ 
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•which they profess to find are only those that 
they have themselves let loose, and which have 
heen previously accustomed to be summoned in 
.some peculiar manner to receive theu* food. 
The Psylli engage for a certain sum of money 
to initiate others into their secrets ; that is, so far 
as to render them insensible to poison. They 
mutter over them in Arabic several invocations 
to prophets and saints no one ever heard of be- 
fore, and various prayers in a language which 
has certainly no aflSnity to any other, and which 
in plain terms would be called gibberish. They 
administer a draught of water, in which they 
mix a powder, and render it more efficacious 
by spitting into it; and a serpent which they 
apply to the stranger's ear having bit it until 
the blood flows, he is then declared to be 
initiated into the mysteries of their crafl, and 
ever after safe from the venom of serpents, 
scorpions, or any other hurtful reptiles. 

Whether serpents and scorpions do exist in 
such abundance at Thebes as it is pretended, 
I cannot decide ; but I had the comfortable 
satisfaction of knowing that there was one of 
the largest homed snakes I ever saw in Egypt 
secreted probably in the very walls of my bed- 
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b PLAIN OF THEBES. 

room. I had purchased it as a curiosity, and 
kept it securely, as I imagined, in a basket 
under my bed. I intended to preserve it, and 
was only waitmg for some spirits of wine which 
I had ordered from Cako for that purpose ; 
when I found one day, to my great annoyance 
and disappointment, that it had disappeared. 

I enjoyed from the windows of my rooms a 
most magnificent view of the plam of Thebes* 
I could see the pylons forming the entrance of 
the splendid temple of Kamak, villages and 
groves of date trees, the low eastern range of 
mountains, and the towering propylon, lofty 
obelisks, and columns of the temple of Luxor ; 
and, winding around the latter, the broad and 
glorious Nile, animated occasionally by the ap- 
pearance of the (Habeas, or more light and 
elegant cangias, with their full-set sails mastering 
its current. 

The great plain of the western bank was 
spread out like an immense lawn before me. 
The brilliancy of the verdure, the golden tints 
of the mellow com, the freshness and richness 
of the various hues, surpassed in brilliancy even 
the green luxuriance of our northern climes. 
The parchiDg effect of the heated atmosphere. 
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and often withering winds, were subdued by the 
regular irrigation of the land; art creating 
there what nature cannot — an ahnost perpetual 
spring. 

The southern portion of the western plain of 
Thebes is nearly denuded of trees, as if nature 
was unwilling to screen from our view the mag- 
nificent remains of the wondrous city. The 
splendid temple of Rameses IL, called the 
Memnonium, and the vast extent of ruins at 
Medenet Abou, were visible from my window ; 
and also the two celebrated colossal statues, 
fifty-three feet high, proudly situated in the 
centre of the plain, without a single bush, or 
any inhabited building, or even the slightest 
inequality of ground immediately around them, 
to detract in the smallest degree from their 
imposing appearance. 

It was a still more striking sight to see that 
vast portion, of the plain of Thebes covered with 
the periodical inundation, and the waters of the 
Nile insulating these noble monuments of art- 
The northern part of the western plain of 
Thebes is even more luxuriant. The cultivation 
there is richer, and the abundance of acacia 
trees produces a pleasingly rural effect. 
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8 EGYPTIAN TOMBS. 

The foreground to the splendid view which I 
have attempted inadequately to describe was. 
curious, but undoubtedly less pleasing; for 
although it was a portion of that magnificent 
western mountain which is ever the admiration 
of Egyptian travellers, and striking as is the 
contrast of the white calcareous rock above and 
the green verdure beneath, still the objects: 
immediately around my house were what an 
antiquarian might easily become reconciled to, 
but which a lover of the picturesque would not 
desire. There was nothing here to be seen 
but the gorgeous tombs of the great of a 
former age, converted into the wretched abodes 
of squalid poverty ; mummy pits and violated 
sepulchres, not unlike to though far more 
numerous than burrows in a rabbit warren ; 
together with so many mounds of rubbish, 
tumuli of excavators, strewed with the rags and 
bones of the embalmed, that the ancient se- 
pulchres of the Egyptians may almost be said to 
have been turned inside out. 

Nevertheless, it was a magnificent landscape ; 
and many a delightful hour have I passed, after 
the engrossing labours of the day, smokuig the 
refreshing pipe, and gazing upon the unpa^ 
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ralleled scene before me, so rich in associations 
of the past ; musing upon its still splendid local- 
ities illumined with the gorgeous effulgence of 
an oriental sunset, — the distant hills, pylons, 
columns, and statues lighted up with its rays ; and 

noticing the effects of their shadows on the plain. 

_ • 

While engaged in drawing and studjdng the 
antiquities on the eastern bank of the Nile, I 
took up my abode in one of the small chambers 
in the great propylon of Kamak. Herodotus 
says the Egyptians slept on high towers to 
escape the mosquitoes. The height of the great 
pylon of Kamak did not, however, protect me 
from the largest and most venomous of that 
tormenting race which I ever had the mis- 
fortune to encounter. A net not being sufficient 
protection, I was obliged every night to make 
explosions of gunpowder in my room, as the 
only successful method of obtaining the ne- 
cessary sleep after the fatigues of the day. 

Besides this war with the mosquitoes, I had 
also cause to fear during my long sojourn at 
Xamak the approaches of more formidable 
enemies. I had taken the precaution to es- 
tablish a guard of two men, being told that 
thieves abounded in the neighbourhood. My 
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sentries, by firing their guns, at all events plun- 
dered me of my rest two nights successively^ 
They said that they had seen robbers ; but I 
suspected that the alarjn was merely a trick on 
their part, to prove to me their vigilance, to 
gain additional backsheesh, tx> convince me that 
they were not always asleep, and to impress 
upon my mind the necessity of maintaining a 
standing army. 

The third and last time, however, that I wa^ 
roused in this manner, I saw a man running 
over the plain, a^d they told me that several 
others had vanished amongst the rui^s ; but 
I was astonished at observing that the tJbiief, 
who wa$ stiU vi^ibile in hi$ flight, was totally 
unamed, being without a spear, swwd, or 
gun. I was thus cpoivinced that what the 
Arabs said cono^rniog tb^n was true ; that the 
only evil there was any reason to ^qpprehend 
from such marauders was their availing them* 
selves of the opportunity when my guards and 
servants might be asleep to steal into my room, 
and carry off any article that was portable. 

They tell extraordinary tales of these mm 
carrying away by stealth even large boxes and 
packages. We read in the Arabian Nights of 
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Orientals creeping into tents and rooms, and of 
their ingenuity in escaping detection. The 
children of Ishmael are still famous for similar 
dexterity J and when from extreme poverty, or 
to escape being made soldiers, they fly to the 
desert and are forced to seek a subsistence by 
becoming thieves, they undoubtedly display 
great aptitude for the craft. 

Notwithstanding these little inconveniences, 
I prefer Kamak as a residence. It is much 
more agreeable to live among the ruins, than 
in the midst of a dirty Arab village such as 
Goumah. 

The view from the propylon was, in truth, 
magnificent. Numerous pylons towering even 
above the lofty palm trees, forests of columns of 
prodigious size, spiring obelisks, colossal statues, 
sphinxes, granite sanctuaries, and endless piles of 
Wonderful and curious ruins covered with sculp- 
tures of battles and mythological subjects, were 
immediately before me. But I must refrain 
from descanting on this extraordinary scene, 
though it is impossible for me even to allude to 
my residence at Thebes, without expressing 
how glorious a sight it is for an antiquarian to 
have ever before his eyes such wonderfiJ 
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remains of ancient art, to enjoy them in solitude, 
to ramble for hours among their mazes, and not 
to meet a living thing except occasionally a 
solitary fox or jackall. 

In addition to the antiquities, the country 
itself at Kamak is beautiful. The palm tree 
grows more luxuriantly there than on the 
western side. The picturesque groups of this 
graceful tree, the bright and rich verdure in the 
plain, and in the distance the river and the great 
western mountain of Thebes, with its bright- 
yellow, red, and white tints, added greatly to 
the pictorial eflFect of the dilapidated temples. 

When engaged among the tombs of the kings, 
I resided in the sepulchre of Rameses Y. 
which is very comfortable, particularly during 
the summer months, as there is then invariably 
in such a place a refreshing coolness. 

Having described the accommodations which 
Thebes affords to travellers, I will briefly men- 
tion the manner of living there. Generally 
before sunrise, my Arab boy used to come into 
my bed-room. " e'Shams, Effende ; e'Shams, 
Effende " — The sun, sir, the sun ; as he was 
always reproved if he called me long after 
sunrise. Others soon followed with a cup of 


SMOKING. 13 

hot strong coffee and a pipe. To use the ex- 
pression in the East,' ** having drunk ** both, and 
also taken a more substantial English breakfast, I 
mounted my ass, and rode to a tomb or temple. 
Having allowed my beard to grow, I had not the 
pain and labour of shaving ; and as the donkeys 
in these regions are infinitely more sprightly 
than in Europe, and mine as active though not so 
well taken care of as Scheherezade*s Sprightly, 
an hour after sunrise I was enabled to commence 
my labours, sometimes standing over the camera 
lucida table, otherwise squatted on a carpet, and 
finishing the outlines made with the instrument. 
The latter position was of course more agree- 
able, as standing is rather painful in a hot 
climate : besides the pencil in my hand was no 
obstacle to having between my lips the amber 
mouthpiece of the shibouk ; and really a pipe 
of high-flavoured mild Gible tobacco (disgust- 
ing as the habit of smoking may be in Europe), 
is in these regions an inexpressible comfort. 
As the Arabs say, it reconciles you to fate, 
sooths down the little asperities of life, and 
endows you with powers to build more castles 
and light airy structures, than even all the talent 
<)f our British architects. 
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At twelve I dined. For the information of 
those of my readers who may visit the burning 
shores of Africa, I will mention the rules for 
diet, which I have experienced it to be prudent 
to attend to. The traveller should pay great 
attention to the state of his pulse. If languid, 
he may indulge in a more generous diet; but 
generally great abstemiousness is necessary, if 
he wishes to preserve himself from the injurious 
effects of constant exposure to the excessive 
heat. I found it advisable to live almost en- 
tirely on fowls ; and except a glass of light 
French wine, I drank no other beverage than 
water. Milk and eggs should be used with 
caution. Rice and Italian maccaroni are well 
adapted to the climate; and if a traveller is 
fortunate in the choice of his cook, he will not 
say, that an Arab pillof is a bad dish. 

The water of the Nile agrees with every 
person ; and however hot the day may be, it is 
better to drink it cold and pure than to mix it 
with brandy. When cooled in the porous 
goolahs, no draught can be more wholesome or 
more delicious ; nor have I ever heard of a 
single instance of the use of it producing any 
injurious effects. It is imprudent to make any 
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excursion, or even take a short walk, without 
being accompanied by a boy carrying two gooUahs 
of water, one for his master and another for him- 
self. The desire to drink is always produced by 
the slightest exertion ; and there is perhaps no 
region where thirst is more insupportable, or so 
rapidly fatal to the sufferer. 

It is the custom of the East to sleep at the 
least half an hour after dinner. I think this is a 
beneficial practice ; but at all events it produces 
great discontent in the establishment if you 
deviate from this oriental observance, as your 
servants will be loth to relinquish the enjoyment 
of their usual siesta. After this repose of half 
an hour on the luxurious divan in my house or 
tent, or when I dined amongst the ruins on a 
Turkish carpet under the shade of a temple 
or grove of palm trees, I clapped my hands*, 
and at the well-known call my servants again 
brought me a cup of coffee and a pipe. Thus 
refreshed, I resumed my labours with the 
pencil. ^ 

After drawing almost from sunrise to sunset, 
I spent the evenings in reading and writing. 

* This manner of calling the servants is often mentioned 
in the Arabian Nights, and is still general among the Turks. 
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Sometimes Mr. Hay, who was at Thebes during 
the whole time of my residence there, smoked 
his pipe with me ; and on Sunday, which, though 
we had no church to go to, we invariably made 
a day of rest, I dined with him. On Thursday 
evenings also the artists and travellers at Thebes 
used to assemble in his house, or rather tomb 
I should call it ; but never was the habitation of 
death witness to gayer scenes. Though we 
wore the costume, we did not always preserve 
the gravity of Turks ; and the saloon, although 
formerly a sepulchre, threw no* gloom over our 
mirth. The still remaining beautiful fragments 
of the painted roof were illuminated by the blaze 
of wax -lights ; and the odour of the mummies 
had long before been dispelled by the more 
congenial perfume of savoury viands. 

Notwithstanding the great civilisation of the 
ancient Egyptians, I question whether their divans 
were more comfortable, their tobacco (or their 
substitute for it, for of tobacco they could have 
had none) better, or their fare more relished, 
than that of my friend Mr. Hay. We were all 
fond of the arts, and had proved our devotion to 
antiquarian pursuits by sacrificing for a time 
Europe and its enjoyments, to prosecute our 
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researches in this distant land. Our convers- 
ation therefore never flagged ; and assuredly I 
reckon, not among the least happy hours of 
my life, the evenings I spent in the tomb at 
Thebes. 

As my journey to the Oasis commenced from 
Thebes, I have been tempted to notice a few 
incidents of my sojourn there, and to pay this 
slight homage to its magnificence. I have avoided 
however giving a description of the antiquities, 
as such a subject would require a volume : but 
since the public may perhaps be more curious 
to know how I lived than what I saw there, I 
conceive this slight sketch will not be unin- 
teresting, and may perhaps stiniulate others to 
follow our example, and bring to England addi- 
tional portfolios of drawings; for I may truly 
say, that, were a man to serve at Thebes an 
apprenticeship of seven years to the study of 
archaeology, he would never want employment. 
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CHAP. II. 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE JOURNEY. — ADVANTAGE OF A 

KNOWLEDGE OF MEDICINE. DESCRIPTION OF THE 

CARAVAN. — EXCITEMENT OF TRAVELLING. — DESIRE TO 
SEE AN OASIS. — ROBBERS. — GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT. 

— ADVENTURES WITH ROBBERS. AMUSING PROCES- 
SION. — TRAVELLING ON DROMEDARIES. — DESCRIPTION 
OF AN ARAB VILLAGE. HABITS OP THE PEASANTS. 

ARAB SALUTATIONS. HAREMS. COSTUMES. 

WANT OF CLEANLINESS. BEAUTY OF EGYPTIAN 

VILLAGES. 

Having agreed with Mr. Hay and Mr. Cather- 
wood to penetrate in company to the Oasis 
magna, we made all necessary preparations for 
our departure. Not knowing whether the bread 
in the Oasis was of wheat or dourah, whether 
the inhabitants of sudi a sequestered place even 
knew how to make bread, or at all events such 
as would be palatable to our European taste, we 
took the precaution to furnish ourselves with a 
large supply. A Greek woman in the village of 
Goumah makes the best bread at Thebes, and, 
indeed, such as is not surpassed in any country ; 
and we converted the excellent muffins of this 
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worthy woman into biscuit, by simply ordering 
them to be baked a second time. 

A supply of water for the desert is generally 
carried in geerbahs, which often discolour it, 
and sometimes give it a disagreeable taste. To 
save ourselves from being obliged to drink this 
unpleasant beverage, we adopted a plan, which 
I strongly recommend to those who purpose 
joumejdng in the deserts. We filled several 
dozens of bottles with water of the Nile, which 
had been carefully filtered ; and having sealed, 
we packed them in wicker baskets, with a di- 
vision between each, to prevent the motion of 
the camels from breaking them. We thus se- 
cured for ourselves excellent water. It was, 
indeed, daily half boiled by the sun ; but, when 
exposed to the air in the porous goollah, it soon 
became as cool, as if it had been iced. 

During a day's journey on camels exposed to 
the tropical sun, the traveller constantly requires 
water to moisten his Ups, if not to satisfy his 
thirst. The Arabs make use of leather bottles, 
called zimzimeahs, which have this disadvan- 
tage, that the water is never cool. We used, on 
the contrary, goollahs, covering them with bags, 
to prevent their being broken. 
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Besides this supply of bread and water, the 
two great requisites for the desert life, we had a 
good provision of tea, coffee, sugar, candles, 
tobacco, wine, maccaroni, rice, mishmish (pre- 
served apricots) ; not forgetting a small box of 
medicines, as the district we were going to is 
considered to be very unhealthy. 

It is not advisable for any one to travel in the 
East without a medicine chest, and sufficient 
confidence in his knowledge of its contents, to 
attempt the cure of himself and servants in or- 
dinary cases. Indeed, I should advise any one 
going into those regions, to study medicine be- 
fore he left Europe ; as he would certainly derive 
great advantage from even a slight acquaintance 
with it The superiority of his judgment over 
that of uncultivated peasants alone gives him 
the power to do much good ; and as the most 
implicit faith is reposed in his skill and prescrip- 
tions, if he be but acquainted with the chief me- 
dicines, and is aware when and how they are to 
be administered, he has the means, at least, of 
saving the lives of others, and consequently 
preservuig their families from distress. 

He will not, perhaps, receive many thanks for 
his trouble ; since the Arabs conceive, that, as a 
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matter of course, Europeans should endeavour 
to relieve them when suffering from sickness ; 
and, as this does not cause their physicians any 
bodily labour, they see no reason why they 
themselves should be so profiise in their expres- 
sions of gratitude^ I once heard a peasant, to 
whom I had given some medicine, say to his 
friend, " Fate has thrown this Frank in my 
way, Allah uckbar (God is great). Inshallah 
buckarah taip (God wiUing, to-morrow I shall 
be well).'' 

We experienced some little difficulty in pro- 
curings the necessary number of camels, and a 
guide. After a delay of a few days, the arrange- 
ments were completed ; and on the afternoon of 
the 13th, all was ready for our departure. We 
mounted at my house, each person selecting his 
dromedary. I had never rode one before ; and 
if I could then have had the option, I should 
have infinitely preferred a horse. My friends 
understanding the points of a dromedary better 
than myself, selected one for me ; which, although 
rather rough in his paces, I had no occasion af- 
terwards to be dissatisfied with. The animals 
were not furnished with regular dromedary 
saddles ; and as none could be procured nearer 
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than Cairo, we were obliged to be content with 
pack-saddles, which are oftener used for dead 
than living weights, for merchandise rather than 
travellers. The Turks, however, sometimes ride 
on them ; and, covered with our cushions and 
carpets, they were more comfortable, perhaps, 
than the others. My arms, gun, sabre, and 
pistols, were attached to this vast apparatus 
of a saddle; and two baskets, containing my 
clothes and drawing materials, balanced each 
other at the sides. From the saddle-bow hung 
a bag containing a gooUah of water, some biscuits, 
a pipe, and a pouch of tobacco. 

A good rider of the dromedary maintains his 
seat entirely by the art of preserving his 
balance, crossing his legs in front, his right foot 
hanging over the animal's left shoulder, and 
vice versd ; no stirrups are used. 

Our caravan was rather formidable. Mr. H. 
had a Maltese dragoman and two Arab servants. 
Mr. C. had one, and I had two Arabs. Our 
party, therefore, consisted of nine persons well 
armed, independent of the Habeer (guide), 
and eight Arabs, which we had hired. Some 
of the camel men were peasants of the Nile ; 
others were of the Ababde tribe. 
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We drank success to our journey before 
starting, and were all in excellent spirits ; for, 
notwithstanding our attachment to the rums of 
Thebes, thp^t love of change, which is deeply 
implanted in the breast of man, delighted us 
with the reflection, that we were going to see 
other regions and other antiquities, and that our 
journey would probably be useful to the cause 
of science: for, although the Oasis had been 
visited by several Europeans, correct and full 
delineatioi;is had never yet been taken of the 
interesting remains which it contains. 

I xnuat confess I felt also a strong curiosity 
to see what m Oasis really is. I had seen 
numerous islands in seas and lakes ; and I fully 
believed the possibility of similar islands existing 
in the vast ocean of sand, on whose margin I 
had been so long residing : but I longed to wit- 
ness the state and appearance of such islands, 
surrounded by an interminable waste, and cut off 
from the rest of the world by the most destruc- 
tive of seas. I wished to behold the inhabitants 
o£ such remote districts ; and I was still mope 
a^:pous to know what traces of former civil- 
}»9)ion cQuld e^dat in such fearfid wilds. 

Mrs. Hay and Mr. Bonomi accompanied us to 
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the Birket Habou ; and then, with a thousand 
wishes for our safe return, took leave of us. As 
the inundation had not yet abated, the cultivated 
land between Thebes and Erment was covered 
with water, whicli gave to that always unin- 
teresting road a still more desolate appearance. 

After passing a small temple built by Adrian, 
we observed on the skirt of the desert a band of 
eighteen men, whom the Arabs stated to be 
robbers ; but they gave us no uneasiness, as our 
caravan was quite as numerous and better armed 
than they were. These men are driven to this 
desperate course of Uving, in order to escape 
from the soldiers of the Pasha, who hunt, as if 
they were pursuing wild beasts, the young and 
able-bodied peasants to recruit the army, and 
the old men to force them to return to their 
villages, from which they have fled to avoid 
extortions. 

Those who, from their age, are considered 
unable to endure the fatigues of a campaign, 
but who are not too old to work, are compelled 
to submit to a rate of taxes, which absorbs every 
para that their land produces. Some who have 
personal property, the representatives of families 
once rich, are able to exist by annually sacri- 
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ficing a portion of it ; but when this, generally a 
scanty stock, fails them, they have no other 
resource except to flee into the mountains, or to 
obtain by treachery and deceit those necessaries 
which their mere industry does not enable them 
to procure. Several of these bands are as- 
sembled in the deserts, near different villages on 
the banks of the Nile, not always with the 
intent to plunder, but sometimes rather for the 
sake of protecting, themselves against the attacks 
of the soldiery, while their kinsmen or families 
in the villages furnish them at night-time with 
provisions. Many of the Goumah peasants 
when pursued, plunge into the tombs. It is 
very rarely that the Turks have the courage to 
follow them into those dark recesses. Some of 
them had taken refuge during the time of my 
residence, amongst the brick ruins and ancient 
temples at Medenet Abou. One day, when I 
was drawing the antiquities there, a party of 
them joined me. A servant that I had in 
attendan.ce, told me their characters as they 
approached. They gave the usual salutation of 
** Saba el keer,^* (good morning,) and sat down 
before me on the ground. 

After some time one of them went away, and 
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shortly afterwards, I heard the report of a gun. 
He returned with a hare which he had killed, 
and offered to sell it to me. I agreed to give 
him a piaster for it ; but as it occurred to me 
that the sight of my purse, although not a heavy 
one, might tempt them, and conceiving it not 
impossible, that they might wish to know 
whether I had any thing about me worth taking 
by force, I professed that I had no money, and 
asked my servant to pay them the piaster. 
" What,** said they in a whisper to my servant, 
" has the Effende no floos in his pocket ? *' 
" Mafeesh, (none,)" said my man ; " he always 
leaves his at home." I was however in the 
custom of carrying a little money about me, to 
purchase any antiquities offered me for sale. 

They asked my servant whether some Turkish 
soldiery who had been in the village, were still 
there ; and after waiting about an hour (during 
which time I quietly introduced them with 
the camera lucida into the foreground of my 
drawing), they without saying one word to me 
or I to them, took their departure, remarking 
only to my servant, that they wondered I was 
not tired with standing and drawing so long. 
I had my sabre and gun close by me; arms 
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which they must have been glad to have pos- 
sessed, but which they showed no sort of 
intention or desire to take to themselves. 

The visit of some of these men to Mr. Hay, 
one day while he was drawing, was a little 
more alarming. As it was not known at the 
time, that the robbers had chosen these ruins for 
their hiding-place, he was, as usual, unarmed. 
They expressed their surprise to Mr. Hay's 
servant, that his master should have no arms. 
" Oh 1'' said the man, very cunningly, "my master 
has a terrible weapon in his pocket, a small 
pistol, capable "* of killing a dozen men without 
being reloaded." A pistol with seven barrels, 
belonging to Mr. C, was considered by the 
Arabs who saw it, as a most formidable weapon ; 
and the fame of it was widely spread in the 
valley of the Nile. 

The robbers talked to Mr. Hay's servant on 
indifferent subjects ; at last one of them coolly 
remarked, that they were about to murder in 
the evening the Sheakh of Beirat, who had 
attempted to take them for soldiers. Mr. H, 
then thought it high time, if not for his own 
security, at all events for the preservation of 
this man's life, to give the alarm. He therefore 
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sent his servant to Goumah, and immediately 
the whole village was in arms. 

I was engaged at the time drawing in a tomb, 
and was not aware of the circumstance until one 
of my servants informed me, that Mr. H. was 
fighting with robbers. I hastened to join him ;. 
but before I reached Medenet Abou, I met 
Mr. H. attended by a crowd of peasants return- 
ing home in triumph. Several Sheakhs, on their 
horses, led the procession : having met no 
enemy to fight with, they were now going 
through the evolutions of a mock battle, throw- 
ing the jereed, and exhibiting their skill in 
horsemanship. Mr. Hay and his artists, sur- 
rounded by some scores of peasants, followed ; 
and that nothing might be wanting to complete 
the scene, the tambours of the village were put 
in requisition ; and so great was the din of 
tongues and music, that I could scarcely hear 
Mr. H., as he informed me of the cause of this 
commotion in the peaceful village. The highest 
mounds of rubbish in the plain were covered 
with women and children, enjoying the sight j 
. and I must not forget to mention my fellow 
lodger, Triantafelas, the Greek, whom I have 
already introduced to the reader. He is an im- 


FATIGUE. 29 

mensely stout man, and was mounted, as usual, 
on his light but spirited donkey. The noise of 
the music and the clamour of the multitude had 
such an effect on his fiery steed, that its master 
was unable to restrain its ardour. It was an ab- 
surdly ridiculous scene to see this light little 
animal running away with the huge collossal 
Greek j his natural great bulk being in appear- 
ance increased by his long flowing garments 
inflated by the wind. 

We halted at ten o'clock -under a large acacia 
about an hour's ride from Risigat, the village 
where we purposed passing the night. I was 
delighted to descend from my dromedary. Un- 
accustomed as I was to its pace, and partly from 
the little exercise I had taken the previous 
five months, the jogging seesaw crawl of this 
unwieldy animal seemed to have disturbed every 
bone in my body. I comforted myself, however, 
with the hope, that I should soon become re- 
conciled to the motion ; or that, at all events, I 
had the alternative of walking. The latter, in- 
deed, was not a very comfortable reflection, as 
our path lay over burning sands and under a 
scorching sun, the thermometer the greatest 
part of the day averaging nearer to a hundred 
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thjui ninety degrees. When my servant had 
spread a carpet and cushions under the tree, I 
wrapped my cloak around me ; and my fatigue 
being greater than even my aches and pains, I 
was soon fast asleep. Mr. H. and Mr. C. 
seemed to feel this novel effect of the dromedary 
as sensibly as myself, particularly Mr. C. who had 
been previously indisposed ; but, as is usual on 
such occasions, none of us uttered any com- 
plaints. Refreshed with tea and a sound nap, 
we proceeded to Risigat, and there pitched our 
tents. 

I4ith Oct. 1832, Rmgat. -^In describing Ri- 
sigat, I will avail myself of the opportunity of 
giving the reader a general idea of the villages 
on the banks of the Nile. An Arab village, if 
rarely picturesque, presents often a rural and a 
pleasing scene. The habitations are small hovels, 
built of unbaked bricks, partly covered with a 
plaster of black aUuvial soil of the Nile, manure, 
and straw ; and are generally without a first floor. 
They have often no other aperture for admitting 
the light, than the door ; and are, therefore, not 
unfrequently dark, as well as filthy. The roofs 
are flat, and formed of beams of wood, generally, 
the palm tree, covered over with dourah stalks. 
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and sometimes earth. There is often a line of 
pahn branches or dourah stalks around the 
margin of the roof, which gives it a terrace-like 
appearance. 

During the summer months the peasants sleep 
on these roofs ; their'bed is generally a simple 
mat, with the occasional luxury of a sheep-skin. 
They have no piUows, nor do they ever undress, 
but merely wrap themselves in their shawls. 
Their feet and legs are often exposed, but they 
never omit covering their feces entirely with 
the melayah. This custom prevents their suf- 
fering so much ft'om ophthalmia, as by habitual 
exposure to the night-air they otherwise would, 
and particularly during the season of the inun- 
dation. 

The Sheakhs and villagers sometimes receive 
visiters on the roofs of the houses, an Oriental 
custom mentioned in Scripture. I have occa- 
sionally witnessed these visits; and, as their 
salutations are curious, and wiU give the reader 
a good idea of Arab courtesy, it may not be 
uninterestmg to mention some of their salaams. 
The Arabs have an infinity of compliments, but 
there are some which are rarely, if ever, omitted. 
On entering the house of his friend, the visiter 
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says, " Salaam Aleycam," (Peace with you, 
brother.) at the same time raising his right hand 
to his left breast ; or if his host be of higher 
rank than himself, placing his second finger 
upon his lips, and then upon his forehead. The 
host replies, " Aleycam e'Salaam rachmad Allah 
wah barrakato, ** (Brother, peace be to you, and 
the mercy and blessing of God be upon you.) 
A short pause then ensues, during which the 
host examines the appearance and dress of his 
visiter, who is at the same time engaged in ob- 
serving the different persons in the room, 
strangers, and servants ; and, if he has a favour 
to ask, in finding out from the physiognomy of 
his host, whether the moment is propitious, 
or as they say, whether the day is black or 
white ; as " Jacob beheld the countenance of 
Laban, and, behold, it was not towards him as 
before." 

This pause is sometimes broken by expressions 
such as, " Kaif kaifak?" (How are you?) " El 
ham doo lillah," (Praise be to God,) says the 
host. " Taip een ?" (Is it well with you ?) is 
brought in repeatedly, whenever there is too 
long a pause j and when the visiter is at a loss 
what else to say, to ingratiate himself With 
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the host, " Allah yesellimak'^ (May God 
preserve you) is the answer. 

The pipe, with solemn interposing puff. 

Makes half a sentence at a time enough ; 

The dozing sages drop the drowsy strain. 

Then pause, and puff — and speak, and pause again. 

COWPER. 

If the visit is to a sheakh, his servants bring 
in coffee ; one bears a tray, on which are small 
fingans, of the shape of egg cups, and the 
smoking hot beverage in the vase, in which it 
has been boiled. A pipe is also presented to the 
visitor, the sheakh saying, "^Tofuddal" (partake). 
The peasant, before taking the pipe, touches his 
lips and forehead with his finger. After a few 
whiffs, the host says, " Wahashtineh^' (You 
have deserted us). " Allah la wahashminak '* 
(May God never desert you), says the insinuat- 
ing guest.* 

The women are sometimes present at these 
visits to their husbands, and occasionally con- 

* Mr. Lane, in his valuable and most correct work on 
the modem Egyptians, has described these salutations and 
seyeral of the customs mentioned in this chapter. The few 
observations which I have made on this subject were written 
long before the publication of that interesting work. 
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verse with the visitors, when they are intimate 
friends ; but they generally keep their faces 
covered, or nearly sOy with their melayahs. The 
women pay visits to each other, but never re- 
ceive any male visitors during their husband's 
absence ; if such attempt to enter the house, 
when the master is not at home, his wives close 
the doors, and shout " Harem, harem," most 
vociferously. 

The dress of the poorest peasants consists of a 
pair of drawers, which reaches below the knee ; 
over which they wear a long gown (in Arabic, 
soof or zaboot) of coarse woollen brown stuff, 
like a carter's frock, but open from the neck 
to the waist,, with very wide long sleeves, which 
they used always to manufacture themselves; 
but the Pasha, to promote his mad scheme of 
making Egypt a manufacturing country, has 
endeavoured by his prohibition to deprive them 
of this resource. They have, moreover, a pair of 
common red slippers and a white scull-cap, 
which is the only protection of their shaved 
heads. Those who are in more easy circum- 
stances, wear coarse linen shirts and linen frocks 
of the same form, died blue ; and over their 
cotton scull^-caps, a tarboush or cap of red cloth. 
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The more affluent have a white and often fine 
muslin turban, twisted in horizontal fields around 
their caps, and when young, have their ere, or 
gown, tightened at the waist with a woollen 
shawl. A spear as long as himself, a dagger 
fastened above his elbow, and a charm attached 
to a twisted leather thong or blue silk cord, 
which, drawn up his sleeves and crossing be- 
tween the shoulders, hangs under his left arm, 
complete the costume of a village beau. 

The women, when very poor, wear a long 
blanket, which they twist round their persons 
very picturesquely. Others have long gowns 
shaped like the men's, and of the same ma- 
terials ; but those who can afford it, have linen 
gowns, dyed, blue, and a melayah, which, when 
they go out, they put on very graceftdly, and in 
such a manner as to screen their fiices from the 
gaze of strangers. Their carriage is engaging, 
and they are generally faithful and affectionate 
wives J but their houseke^ing is by no means 
of a cleanly or provident description — to take 
no thou^t for the morrow is practically their 
system. They grind between a couple of 
stones, plundered perhaps from some neigh- 
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bouring ruin, merely as much grain as will 
suffice for their mid-day and evening meals* 
They possess neither broom nor brush, nor any 
substitute for them; nor do they make any 
attempt to clean their hovels, and render them 
comfortable. Custom, and their religion, enforce 
the observance of certain personal ablutions ; 
but as no law obliges them to wash their gar- 
ments, they seldom endeavour to give them a 
more cleanly appearance. 

Some of the houses have a first floor, which 
is made use of either as a divan or sleeping- 
room, approachable only by a rude, steep, and 
straight flight of mud steps. The hovels are 
generally crowded together ; but in the small 
villages, such as Risigat, they are more detached, 
and sometimes even picturesquely grouped. 
The beauty, however, of an Arab village depends 
almost entirely on the luxuriant groves of 
graceful palm trees which surround it The 
variety of the tints, the symmetry of the 
branches, hanging gracefully like the feathers of 
the ostrich, and the constant freshness of the 
foliage, give a peculiar charm to these trees ; 
and when they are agitated by the breeze, their 
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rustling noise is as the gentle murmuring of a 
stream : weU may the Arabs delight in reposing 
under their shade. 

The banks of the Nile consist of a succession 
of rich plains of unequal width, dotted with 
little groves of palm trees, and every grove 
hides a village. The fig sycamore tree is 
occasionally met with; and in some places, 
particularly near Dendera, the fan-leaved palm, 
the beautiful doum tree, is also seen; and 
the Mimosa nilotica, the sweet-smelling acacia, 
every where abounds. The groves, animated 
with innumerable flocks of turtle-doves, pigeons, 
and often more rare birds, are surrounded with 
cultivated land, sometimes covered by the inun- 
dation insulating the village and its woods; 
and on the retiring of the waters, or at other 
seasons by the labour of irrigation, clothed 
with the richest verdure and most luxuriant 
crops. 
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CHAP. III. 

VISIT FROM TH£ KAT8H£F OF RISIGAT. -— HIS ASTONISH- 
MENT AT AN ENGLISH BREAKFAST. — TURKISH WASHING 

APPARATUS. THE KATSHEF's DINNER. — ORIENTAL 

CUSTOMS. TURKISH FONDNESS FOR WINE. THE 

KATSHEF's INTERESTED CONDUCT; — - PASSAGE OF THE 
DESERT. — ARAB GUIDE STONES. — DEAD CAMELS. 
— LOSS OF WATER. — KNAVERY OF MY ARAB SERVANT. 
— FAWN-COLOURED APPEARANCE OF ANIMALS IN THE 
DESERT. — AN ARAB CROSSING THE DESERT ALONE. 

We found this morning, that we should be 
obliged to remain here until to-morrow, Mr. H* 
having sent a courier to Goumah for some 
things w^hich he had left behind, at our setting 
out on the expedition. 

The Katshef of Risigat paid us a visit before 
we had breakfasted. Our tents not being in 
order, we had our carpets arranged under the 
shade of some palm trees. The Katshef was 
rather a common-looking person; but as he 
seemed civil and anxious to oblige, we invited 
him to breakfast with us. He accepted our 
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invitation, but it was exceedingly amusing to 
see his dismay at our fare. 

Before we commenced, he eyed with anxious 
curiosity the paraphernalia of our breakfast- 
table. The cups, saucers, plates, knives and 
forks, white cloth, &c., evidentiy puzzled him 
exeedingly ; but like a true Turk, to preserve 
his dignity, and for fear of giving offence, he 
made no remarks. His astonishment at the 
black and green stuff we put into the teapot, 
and the quantity of water we poured upon it, 
was very conspicuous; but when we offered 
him a cup of the dark-coloured liquor, he seemed 
quite astounded. The politeness of the Turk 
prevented his declining it, but I noticed that he 
had not the courage to taste the beverage. 
We then gave him some cold fowl, which also 
he took, but did not touch, conceiving, I 
presume, that it was necessary to follow our 
example, and eat it with a knife and fork ; in- 
struments which he might have seen, but had 
doubtiess never used. He sat watching us tak- 
ing our break&st, but could not be induced to 
taste any thing, except a littie bread. He made 
not a single remark; but I observed, that he 
was evidentiy confounded at the sight of the 
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cup after cup we drank of the black water. He 
remained with us several hours j examined our 
guns, sabres, and marvelled greatly at Mr. C.*s 
pistol with seven barrels. 

Before taking leave, he pressed us so much to 
dine with him that we consented, having no 
excuse to make, as we were obliged to remain 
in the place the whole day. He sent us horses 
to convey us to his house, which was, of course, 
the largest in the village. The room he re- 
ceived us in was on the first floor : the only 
furniture it contained, consisted of a few old 
carpets, spread over a low brick divan, which 
extended the full length of the chamber. After 
pipes and coffee had been presented to us, the 
Katshef said that dinner would not be ready for 
some time, and that he should leave us to take 
a nap on the divans. This was really an act of 
kindness, as conversation had begun to flag 
most dreadftdly. 

The preparations for the feast being at length 
completed, a servant came into the room with 
the tisht or washing apparatus, and to assist in 
performing our ablutions according to the Ma- 
hometan custom. The tisht consists of a shallow 
pewter bason with a very broad brim, and 
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occasdonally a stand for soap in the centre. 
The jug containing the water is generally large, 
as the contents have to serve for all the com- 
pany. Sometimes a clean napkin is given to 
each person j but the Turks of inferior rank 
are not often so prodigal, making even one 
suffice for a whole party. The servant carries 
the napkin on his left shoulder. With one knee 
on the ground, he presents the tisht first to the 
person they conceive to be of the highest rank 
in the room; who thus honoured, holds his 
hands over it, whilst the servant pours the 
water upon them. The lower part or bason 
of the tisht is covered with a sieve, through 
which the soiled water passes. Soap is always 
used; and the fashion is, to produce as great 
a lather on the hands as possible, while the 
servants pour at intervals clean water from the 
jug. When the Turk has wiped his hands on 
the towel, which he replaces on the servant's 
shoulder, the latter passes on immediately to the 
next in rank, there being no necessity to empty 
the bason, as the soiled water beneath the strainer 
is not visible, and as the person who is washing 
his hands, has no occasion to touch the tisht. 
By this Oriental method the hands are never 
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touched by the impure water, fresh water bemg 
poured over them half a dozen times and even 
oftener, during these quick but efFectual ab- 
lutions. The utensils used in some of the 
ceremonies of the Holy Week at Rome, such as 
the washing the pilgrims, &c,, are exactly like 
these, except that they are of gold instead 
of pewter, and the manner of using them is 
almost precisely the same : hence, I tliink, we 
may infer, that this part of the Romish ceremony 
had its origin in the East. 

The dinner was served on the usual round 
Turkish copper tray, tinned by Arabs at about 
a tenth of the price which Europeans would 
charge. Th6 first course consisted of a famous 
piece de resistance^ a large and fat lamb roasted 
whole, and stuffed with rice well-seasoned and 
mixed with raisins. Each person was provided 
with a spoon to help himself to the stuffing ; 
but we had no other instrument than our 
fingers, to tear the meat from the bones. 

At first, I felt considerable reluctance to tuck 
up my sleeves and stick my nails into the skin, 
flesh, and fat of the dish before me ; but it had 
not been long on the table, before the Turk set 
us the example : besides, hunger on such oc- 
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casions is no bad prompter ; and the dish looked, 
as it proved to be, most excellent. 

The apprehension of every evil is worse than 
the reality. I had never eaten before with my 
fingers, but although I do not nor can I ever 
approve of the custom, still I confess, that 
himger and example wiQ reconcile a man to it : 
and there, as in Europe, he who has seen good 
society, may be distinguished even by his 
manner of eating. The Turk of high rank eats 
with the thumb and two fingers only, out of the 
comer nearest to him of the dish, and takes 
only a small piece at a time : the vulgar Ori- 
ental sticks his whole, hand into the dish, tears 
off huge pieces, greases himself from ear to ear, 
and, what is stifl more disgusting, attempts to 
clean his filthy fingers with his tongue. The 
right hand only is used in eating. The Turk of 
the present day would consider it as great an 
insult and mark of contempt in his guest using 
the left hand, as^ the Coptic merchant did in the 
Arabian Nights: but it is necessary to have 
been in the East to understand, why the 
Bagdad merchant's mistress, in the same tale, was 
offended at his takmg the cup of wine with the 
left hand, and her being so afflicted as to sicken 
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and die, when she found her lover had lost his 
right hand. 

After the lamb, we had several stewed dishes 
which I found more disagreeable to partake of; 
indeed I scalded myself in making the attempt. 
A piece of bread in some degree protected our 
fingers, and enabled us to fish out the small 
morsels into which the meat was divided. A 
large bowl of very good custard was finally 
brought in, a spoon was given to each person, 
and we dipped and dipped again into the dish 
together. 

The disadvantages of using the fingers must 

be apparent to the reader ; and is in reality a 

mode of eating little more refined, than that 

of pigs feeding together out of the same trough. 

By this Oriental method you have indeed the 

meat quite hot; and as there is assuredly no 

ceremony in eating out of the same bowl, the 
Arabs may well consider it a bond of faith : 

but the greatest advantage that I will allow to it 

is, that the dinner, though consisting often of a 

vast number of dishes, is despatched in an 

extraordinary short time. The Pasha and many 

of the great Turks at Cairo, have adopted the 

European fashion of using knives and forks. 
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The Katshef, like the generality of his country- 
men, is a great friend to the bottle : he com- 
plained repeatedly, that he had no better 
beverage to offer us than arracke or spirit of the 
country ; and he gave us so many hints that he 
should like to taste our wine, that Mr. H* sent 
for some. 

The Turks o£ high rank almost invariably 
and openly indulge in wine, except sometimes 
when their residence is in the remote provinces, 
such as at Dongolah, Kordofan, Sennaar, &c., 
where deference for the prejudices of a people 
more superstitious, or rather more observant of 
the ordinances of their religion, prevents their 
openly setting the example of disobedience to 
the law of the Koran. The seclusion, however, 
and perfect privacy of tlieir harems afford them 
the opportunity of gratifying their fondness for 
the favourite beverage, without losing the esteem 
and respect of the Sheakhs, Cadis, and other 
rigid Mahometans under their authority. Be- 
sides, as wine is a costly article, they are thus 
saved the expense of introducing it at their 
daily entertainments. The Turks are indeed 
no bad judges of champagne and claret, par- 
ticulariy of the former. 
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. Owing perhaps to the influence of the wine, 
the Katshef talked politics more freely than is 
the usual custom of the Turks, He is quite of 
the party of the Sultan, as are many of the 
Turkish officers in Egypt. The Pasha does not 
pay them so bountifully as they desire, nor does 
he allow them so much liberty to enrich 
themselves by their extortions, as they have 
been accustomed to enjoy under less vigilant 
governments. 

After we had smoked our pipes and drunk 
coffee, we went to our tents accompanied by the 
Katshef, who persisted in retumipg with us. 
His motive for this attention was soon visible. 
He had given us several hints for a present, 
when we were at his house ; but without success, 
for we really had nothing that we could spare. 
On our return, we of course asked him to 
smoke a pipe, and take coffee; but we were 
scarcely seated on our divans, when he began to 
beg in the most gross manner. He asked Mr. 
Hay several times for his gun, then he asked for 
mine, and in fact for every thing that he saw 
or knew we had with us, without considering 
whether we could spare it or hot. He looked 
exceedingly mortified at being refused ; but we 
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felt under no obligation to him, having given to 
his servants twice the value of his dinner, which 
money he would take care to extort from them. 
It is very disgusting to meet with minds so 
ignoble, that they can only show you any favour 
or civility from the sordid expectation of a 
lucrative return. 

15th Oct. 1832. — We left Risigat at ten 
this morning, and shortly afterwards we arrived 
at a canal filled by the inundation. We dis- 
mounted for a short time, and our camels filled 
their natural reservoirs with a supply of water 
for the four days' desert ; in other words, they 
took the drink which was to support them until 
their arrival at the Oasis. 

I felt some reluctance at leaving the valley 
of the Nile, and penetrating into the waterless 
desert. That excitement, that buoyancy of 
feeling which generally keeps up the spirits of 
travellers when undertaking a fresh journey, 
was not unmixed with some slight apprehensions. 
I was entering on a sea which was as yet 
unknown to me. I had read many exaggerated 
descriptions of the perils and hardships of the 
desert-life. I was as yet unaccustomed to the 
fetiguing pace of the dromedary — to the custom of 
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sleeping in tents; and I could not be unmindful 
of the consequences, should any accident cause 
us to fall short of water. The stumbling of a 
camel might burst some of the geerbahs con- 
taining the water of the caravan, or might smash 
some dozens of our stock in the bottles. The 
very difficulties, however, of a journey only 
enhance our enjoyment of it, except we are 
of that advanced age, when ease and comfort 
are almost indispensably requisite. 

We passed through a narrow valley, that had all 
the appearance of being the bed of an immense 
river, and by five we arrived at the foot of the 
range of hills, which form the western boundary 
of this part of the valley of the Nile. Afler re- 
posing a few minutes under the shade of a rock, 
we scaled the hills, which might, perhaps, be 
400 feet high. I observed, that the rocks con- 
sisted almost entirely of flint stone. At sunset 
we pitched our tents. 

I6th Oct — Whilst our servants and the Arabs 
were striking our tents, and loading the camels, 
we took a cup of coffee and a piece of bread, 
and smoked the morning's pipe on our carpets. 
At six o'clock we commenced the day's journey. 
We passed through several immense plains of 
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flint-stone rock, over which the sand had drifted, 
and was lying in the crevices of the neighbour- 
ing hills ; as we sometimes see snow in the 
mountains of Europe. 

At noon we pitched a tent, to repose from 
the extreme heat, and to breakfast, ^lose to 
some thorns, which afforded shade to our men 
and pasture to the camels. We observed on the 
bushes an extraordinary chrysalis of some un- 
known insect* If water was dug for near this 
place, I think there is little doubt, but that 
without much labour it would be found. 

After two hours rest we set out again, and 
pai^sed several large plains surrounded by conical 
and flat lulls, consisting of flint-stone of various 
colours, but principally white, their formation 
almost resembling fortifications. At five o'clock 
we passed a road on our left, which seemed to 
run south west. The Arabs say, that it leads to 
Bernese, a village of the south part of the Oasis : 
and an hour afterwards, we pitched our tents 
under the shelter of a small hill. 

From some of the little eminences dividing 
the large plains, which we crossed to-day, I en- 
joyed views of a vast expanse of desert. There 
is something awfully grand in the sight of such a 
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wilderness. The ocean even when troubled, but 
particularly when at rest, «cto in m deep and 
pleasurable sensations ; a thousand delightful as- 
sociations are connected with it; and though 
we may dread and fear its perils, our admiration 
of its wonders surpasses every other feeling. 
But the waterless, barren, trackless, dreary, 
waste, deadens the feelings, and throws a gloom 
over our very existence. And when we consider 
how few and narrow are the verdant valleys in 
this vast continent — how limited and confined 
are the little spots inhabited and cultivated by 
man, compared to the thousands of miles of 
sandy, firuitless, oceans, truly we may say with 
Young, 

** A part how small of the terraqueous globe 
Is tenanted by man ; the rest a waste ; 
Rocks, deserts, frozen seas, and burning sands. 
Wild haunts of monsters, poison, sting and death ; 
Such is earth's melancholy map." 

I'Jth Oct. 1835. — We mounted our drome- 
daries this morning two houi^ before sunrise, 
and passed over several plains of the same 
description, as was mentioned yesterday. We 
reposed for three hours at noon under the shade 
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of mir tents, and encamped at sunset. This 
morning I deviated from the track, to examine 
some large masses of crystal among the rocks, 
when suddenly I found that the whole caravan 
had disappeared. I must confess, that I felt 
rather alarmed, when I saw myself thus alone, 
as it were, in the wilderness; but a moment's 
reflection convinced me, that the disappearance 
of my companions was only owing to their 
having passed over the hill, that lay before me. 
It is, however, most imprudent to linger 
behind a caravan, nothing being more easy than 
to miss the track, particularly when a light wind 
has suddenly covered over with sand the traces of 
the camels, or when the hardness of the road 
does not admit of there being any. In difficult 
places of the latter description, the direction is 
often marked by small piles of stones on those 
eminences, which the caravan should pass ; and 
it is the general custom of the Arabs to increase 
these guide stones, by each person contributing 
one to the mass. The road, however, may be 
said to be almost as clearly delineated by the 
white bleached bones of the dead camels, which 
have perished on the journey. The number of 
these remaining i& quite extraordinary ; and> 
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considering the few caravans that pass this road, 
the quantity of bones can only be accounted for 
by the dryness of the atmosphere, and, conse- 
quently, the length of time required, before they 
are entirely decomposed. Our habeer and camel- 
men assured us, that most of the skeletons were 
the traces of the large caravans of Mamelukes 
and peasants, who fled to the Oasis on the ar- 
rival of the French in Upper Egypt. 

We now find, that we have every reason to 
congratulate ourselves at having taken the pre- 
caution to bottle our water, to ensure to ourselvies 
the enjoyment of a wholesome beverage during 
the passage of the desert ; as the water in the 
geerbahs is become quite black, almost like 
ditch water. The camel men are accustomed 
to this nauseous beverage ; and I perceive, that 
even our servants relish it, from the mere cir- 
circumstance, that, bad as it is, they are allowed 
so little of it. 

The habeer, or guide, is always the captain 
of the caravan, and decides all the disputes^ 
which are constantly arising between the men, 
about the carriage of the provisions, geerbahs, 
tents, &c. He also has charge of the water^ 
and distributes it with impartial justice. Twice 
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in the morning, and twice in the afternoon, a 
geerbah is opened; and a certain portion, as 
nearly as I could guess, about a pint, is given 
to each. As the gourd or measure is wanted 
immediately for another, the Arab takes all his 
portion at a draught; and whatever his thirst 
may be, while he is walking over these burning 
sands and rocks, he is obliged patiently to eti- 
dure it until the next drinking time. 

I have my cases, containing the bottles of 
water, carried into my tent every night, and keep 
a regular account of the number. Some two or 
three have been broken during the journey, and 
apparently not by accident. I had strong sus- 
picions of my servant Mustapha. The saddle of 
his camel*, which carried besides himself the 
greatest part of my water, was always wanting 
to be arranged ; and under that plea he was ever 
and anon lingering behind, often until the cara- 
van was out of sight. Some of the Arabs were 
tempted to stay behind in the same way^ with a 
camel cajftying two geerbahs of water ; and it 

* The only diflference between the camel and the dro- 
medary is, that the latter ii lighter made, and therefore 
more gentle in its paces. The camel may be considered 
as a cart-horse, the dromedary as a racer. 
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was afterwards discovered that a considerable 
quantity had been taken from one of the skins. 
Besides the loss of the water, the caravan was 
thus detained, being apprehensive that they 
might mistake the track. We were, therefore, 
obliged to pass a law, that each servant should 
take care, that his own camel was properly 
saddled ; and that if from neglect of this, or any 
other reason, the caravan was detained on his 
account, the offender should be punished, by 
finishing the day's journey on foot. 

My man Mustapha was the first to sin, 
prompted by his thirst and the tempting sight of 
the bottles beneath him. He was inclined to be 
insolent, when first the sentence was passed 
upon him ; but after a few hours* walking, he 
became very humble and penitent. At last he 
came up to me, and after walking some time by 
my side, looking at me repeatedly and im- 
ploringly, and then casting his eyes on the 
ground, he asked me if I really intended to be 
so cruel, as to make him walk like the Arabs, 
the camel men, all the day on the hot sands ? 
*• Why, Mustapha, I said, are not you an Arab 
also ? and they are honest, but you stayed be- 
hind to steal the water." He answered in lingud 
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Frankd, which he had learnt at Luxor : — *< No 
Efiende, me non ruba acqua, me non Arab, me 
vostro servo ; Arab sa niente, me sa tutto, me 
non Arab — ma me va morir." His appeal to 
Mr. H. and Mr. C. was equally eloquent, and 
the expression of his coimtenance most ludi- 
crously piteous : and as he promised faithfully to 
sin no more, we consented to mitigate his 
punishment. 

ISth October. — • We have travelled ten hours 
this day, over the same description of circular 
plains, sometimes bounded by small hills, often 
only by the horizon. We have seen in the 
desert not a single tree, and scarcely even any 
signs of vegetation, except a few patches of a 
small plant, which I gathered not only for its 
beauty, but also for its solitariness, growing here 
alone in the wilderness. The leaf was almost 
like that of the Pensylvania geranium, and the 
flower is somewhat simflar. It grows to the 
height of about three inches. 

We saw to-day a small white bird with black 
tail-feathers. Last night our men caught a light 
&wn-coloured rat : I also foimd a fawn-coloured 
lizard ; and a second similar to it, but with pink 
spots. This light fewn colour is generally that 
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of the animals and insects in the desert, the 
lion, gazelle, antelope, giraffe, and many other 
tenants of the wilderness, have their coats of the 
same tint as the sand. 

Immediately before pitching our tents, we 
passed a curious large plain, bounded by the 
horizon, in which were strata of extremely white 
flint-stone, of such a wavy form, that the plain 
had almost the very appearance of a sea. 

We have passed, as usual, numerous carcasses 
and bones of camels, bleaching on the sand. 
The remains of one we saw that had perished 
more recently; and two vultures were still en- 
deavouring to find a meal upon it. On our 
approach, they flew to a rock close adjoining ; 
and perhaps it was fancy, but they seemed to me 
to eye the condition of our camels most wistfully. 

We were astonished this morning at meeting 
an Arab crossing the desert alone, without 
either a camel or a donkey. Having had an 
attack of fever, he was left behind by his cara- 
van, and now, with a geerbah of water hanging 
on his arm, and some dates and bread in his 
melayah, which served as his provision bag in 
the day-time and his blanket by nighty he was 
returning to his home in the valley of the Nile. 
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Such a picture of solitariness and yet enterprise, 
I have rarely witnessed. It was an extraor- 
dinary sight to see him making his way on foot 
over these burning sands, apparently fearless of 
man or beast, heat or fatigue. It recalled most 
forcibly to my recollection those beautiful lines 
of Wordsworth : — 

'< Thee hath some awfiil spirit impelled to leave. 
Utterly to desert the haunts of men^ 
Though simple thy companions were and few ; 
And through this wilderness a passage cleave, 
Attended but by thy own voice, save when 
The clouds and fowls of the air thy way pursue/^ 

Miver Dtiddon* 

19th. Oct — We mounted our dromedaries 
at six, and in four hours arrived at what had 
appeared to us from a distance to be either a 
great chasm in the plain, or a line of elevated 
ground, screening as before another more distant 
plain ; but on approaching nearer, we found 
that the extremity of the high level we were 
then traversing, was the summit of the range of 
mountains, called Hagel Bel Badah, the eastern 
boundary of the great valley of the Oasis« 
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CHAP. IV. 

FIRST VIEW OF THE OASIS. — DELIGHT ON ARRIVING 
AT THE WATERING-PLACE. — RUINS OF CHRISTIAN 

EDIFICES. SOURCE OF WATER. MOUNDS OF SAND. 

ROMAN AQUEDUCTS. — VISIT FROM THE SHEAKH AND 

PRINCIPAL INHABITANTS OF THE VILLAGE OF GENAH. 
EXCHANGE OF PRESENTS. 

Every countenance was animated with joy, 
in which even our camels seemed to participate, 
by quickening their pace. We were all glad 
that our present fiitigues were over; but the 
delight of the camel-men and of our servants 
was especially great, as they had been on short 
allowance of bad water for nearly five days. 
They rejoiced, therefore, exceedingly, at seeing 
again an inhabited country, and groves of their 
favourite palm-trees. 

The view of the Oasis from the summit of 
Hagel Bel Badah, by no means equalled my 
expectations. Let the reader imagine a long 
and broad valley bounded nearly on every side 
by low, and, I might say, horizontal ranges of 
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mountains, and the whole sui&ce of this en- 
closed space, one immense down of light 
moving sand, drifted in some places into the 
form of small hills, which seemed to require but 
asHght wind to be again in motion. In this 
fearful valley is a narrow broken chain, a verdant 
thread of little groves of date-trees. No other 
vegetation is visible from the point where we 

stood, except a few shrubs and a little herbage, 
which mark the courses of the waters of the 
different springs, somewhat similar to, but not 
so beautiful and luxuriant as the hedges of our 
brooks in England. The place seemed to me 
not unlike a vast lake of sand, which had rushed 
into the valley, and buried under its waves all 
the former richness and verdure. The streams, 
protected in some measure by the shrubs and a 
few detached groves of palm-trees, alone escaping, 
through their elevated situation, the general 
destruction^ and appearing like little islands in 
this sea of barrenness. 

From the summit of the hill above the valley 
of the Nile to this point, the ascent through the 
wilderness has often been perceptible, but not 
very great. The thermometer since we came 
into the desert, has been nearly tlie same every 
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day, 51** or 52'' at sunrise, about 86* the extreme 
heat, and 76** at sunset. 

I consider the summit of this range to be 
about 1200 feet above the level of the valley 
below. The surface of the mountain is ex- 
tremely rough ; and has certainly the appearance 
of being volcanic, consisting of heaps of tufa, 
thrown up as it were by the continued action of 
internal heat, or some great effort of nature. 

The distance from the summit of the mountain 
into the valley of the Oasis, is about three mUes. 
On accoimt of the extreme roughness of the 
road, we were obliged to descend it on foot, 
it took us two hours to reach the plain, which 
would seem to indicate that the mountain is 
higher than I have stated ; but it must be taken 
into consideration, that the path for half of the 
way was level, sometimes even slightly as- 
cending, and that the descent when rapid was 
zigzag. I regret that none of us had a baro- 
meter. The variation of the thermometer upon 
the higher and lower ground was T ; from 
which we must deduct the usual increase of 
heat between ten o'clock and noon. 

We arrived by four o'clock at a brook of 
water which runs at a short distance below a 
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range of hills, in the centre of the valley, called 
el Gem. We there encamped for the night. 

It was interesting to see the delight which 
our Arabs and animals exhibited, each in his par* 
ticular way, on arriving at the water. Without 
being urged, the camels, from experience or 
instinct, quickened their pace, as we approached 
the stream ; and without waiting to be unloaded, 
rushed to the water and took a hearty draught. 
They were all very much annoyed with a dis- 
gusting kind of vermis, about the size of a 
caterpillar, that had lodged in their nostrils ; but 
by means of the water, blowing at the same 
time through their noses, and shaking their 
heads, they managed to throw off most of their 
tormentors. I could not prevail upon the 
owners of the camels to clear them away. The 
Arabs nourish their camels as cheaply as they 
can, rejoice when there are a few thorns and 
bushes to save the expense of giving them 
better food, and otherwise bestow no care or 
trouble upon them. 

Our men ran to the water as eagerly as the 
camels j and, from the quantity they drank, I 
thought they would have made themselves ill. 
They afterwards performed their ablutions for 
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their comfort if not for their religion's sake ; and 
many of them, by way of giving themselves a 
thorough soaking, bathed in the stream. We 
also were glad to have the luxury of an imli- 
mited supply for our tubs, as in the desert we 
could not, o£ course, spare many bottles of our 
valuable water for that purpose. I indeed 
occasionally followed the advice of Mahomet, 
who tells his followers to use sand when they 
have no water for their ablutions ; but I must 
confess I found it a very poor substitute. 

'^ S*io avessi Lettor pi^ lungo spazio 
Da scrivere, io pur cantere 'n parte 
Lo dolce ber, che mai non m'avria sazio, 
Ma perche piene son tutte le carte 
Ordita a questa cantica seconda, 
Non mi lascia piii ir lo fren dell'arte." 

Dante. 

Our direction from Risigat has been west about 
l(f south, and we have travelled in all 50 hours, 
which, at the rate of 2^ miles per hour, makes 
the Oasis to be 125 miles from the valley of the 
Nile. I ascended a range of hills called el 
Gem, from whence I enjoyed a very extensive 
view of the country. In forming my opinion of 
the Oasis, and in describing it to the reader, I 
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feel that it is very necessary to be particularly 
guarded in my expressions, that I may not give 
an erroneous idea of it by exaggerating its 
beauty, and that I may at the same time do justice 
to the attractions which it indubitably possesses, 
although the value of these attractions chiefly 
arises from the effect of contrast: for after 
wandering many days through an almost leafless 
bladeless waste, any vegetation looks lovely. 

The traveller ift the fruitful, but dreary, naked 
plains of Bohemia, and especially when, as I 
have seen them, burnt up by the sun, is de- 
lighted if he meets with a small plantation and 
a little verdure. The voyager in the ocean 
thinks every island which he passes, that is 
green and contains a few trees, a little paradise. 
But if the plantation surrounded by fruitful, 
though naked plains, and the island of the 
ocean which enchanted the voyager, could be 
transported into the midst of fairer regions of 
the earth, the enchantment would be broken, 
and he would probably think them even draw- 
backs to the superior beauty of the scenery 
around them. The fair appearance then of this 
Oasis is in a great measure fictitious ; and has 
chiefly its origin in the relief afforded to the 
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tiiind, wearied by the monotony and dreariness 
of the surroimding wastes* It seems to me 
therefore, that the only rational way of ac- 
counting for the exaggerated epithets which the 
ancient writers and some modem travellers have 
applied to this district, is to attribute them to 
their surprise, at findmg m such a fearful region 
any verdure, any habitable spot, and to the 
exhilarating effect on the spirits of this agree- 
able contrast to the dreary deserts which they 
have just crossed. But comfortless as was my 
journey through the wilderness, and beautiful 
as the woods of palm-trees, doums, and acacias 
in the Oasis certainly are, still the vivid recoL 
lection of the superior loveliness of the banks of 
the Nile, prevents my consenting to call these 
regions " the Gardens of the Hesperides : *' and 
sadly must the Oasis have diminished in beauty, 
if it ever merited the praise which Herodotus 
bestowed upon the place, in calling it " the 
Island of the Blessed." 

This valley has, however, the appearance of 
having once been more cultivated ; for I ob- 
served several groups of trees now almost 
buried in the sand, and evidently deriving 
suction from some secret source j and many of 
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the banks of the streams present the appearance 

of having been only very recently overspread 

with the light sands which have drifted in like 

snow, from the adjoining plains of the great 

Libyan desert. 

The valley of the Oasis is bounded on the east 
by the low horizontal range of hills, which we 
descended yesterday, called Hagel Bel Badah. 
Their direction is north and south, with a little 
inclination towards the east. Parallel to this 
range, but about twelve miles distant from its 
base, is the track of a stream of water, which has 
its source at Genah, a village north-west of the 
point : it may be traced for many miles, but at 
last is lost in the sands. On the banks of the 
stream are doums and acacias, and occasionally it 
passes through small groves of date trees. (See 
plate 19.) Except a little long grass which grows 
close to the edge of the brook, no verdure is 
apparent. ' The opposite side of the valley is 
partly bounded by a low range of horizontal 
mountains, called Gibel el Rharb, or the western 
mountain. North of the range of hills called 
El Gem, and isolated in the centre of the 
valley, is El Khargeh, the metropolis of the 
Oasis, surrounded by a forest of palm trees. 
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Mr. C. made an observation of latitude at a 
sheakh's tomb, on the hills called £1 Gem, and 
found it to agree very nearly with Mr. Cailliaud's 
map. 

In descending the hill, we deviated from our 
route, in order to visit a little building which 
had attracted our attention. It is of brick, and 
apparently a Coptic tomb or the residence of a 
hermit It is built upon a rock, not probably 
for the sake of the stability of the foundation, 
but more likely as a protection from the in- 
croaching waves of the desert. There are 
curious holes in the walls, the purpose of which 
is not now evident : the situation is singularly 
wild and dreary. I visited last night the ruins 
of another brick edifice, evidently of the time 
of the Christians ; a few arches only are worthy 
of observation. Their situation is equally 
savage. It is highly probable that these Christian 
ruins may once have been the abode of those 
ascetics or enthusiastic monks, who, as Gibbon 
saySj " rivalled the Stoics in the contempt of 
fortune, of pain, and of death ; revived in their 
servile discipline the Pythagorean silence and 
submission ; and disdained as firmly as the Cynics 
themselves all the forms and decencies of civil 
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society/' The contemplative life may have itd 
joys, and solitude undoubtedly has many charms j 
but a long sojourn in such a dismal abode as 
this, could only hkve the effect of deadening 
every fine and noble feeling of our nature. 

A short distance from this tomb we observed 
the top of a large tree, which shades a spring 
of water. We were rather surprised on arriving 
at the place, to find so splendid a sunt tree 
situated in a hollow below the plain* The 
water in the spring is tolerably good, but there 
is very little of it, and it seems to have been cut 
off from its chief feeders, as the appearance of 
the rock from which it issues leads me to infer 
that it has formerly been deeper and more 
copious than it is .at present. The sunt tree 
which adorns the source is such a noble spe- 
cimen of its kind, and it was so extraordinary 
to see water issuing from the rock in such a 
dry and arid region, that I considered it not 
unworthy of a sketch. 

After visiting this site, we examined several of 
the mounds of sand, with which the plain is co- 
vered. They are very remarkable, having almost 
the appearance of being artificially formed. The 
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layers of sand are in some instances very regular 
and curious : by counting the different strata, we 
might almost reckon the number of storms, the 
united contributions of which have formed them. 
It would be a curious and interesting inquiry for 
a geologist, to ascertain the reason of their ap- 
parently capricious formation. Has the drifting 
sand lodged around the walls of some little 
building, ruin, plant or tree, and gradually 
rising, at last hid its origin from our observation? 
or has a slight natural eminence or fragment of 
rock impeded the current of the storm, and 
acted as the nucleus, around which the whirling 
eddies have deposited themselves? If they 
had been of earth, and in a more classic land, 
they might be taken for tumuli of departed 
heroes. 

On the plain below the hills of El Gem are 
several fragments of aqueducts, or, more cor- 
rectly speaking, conduits. They are of stone ; 
the sides one foot thick, the channel for the 
water shallow, and the breadth one foot. I 
conceive that they are Roman; and they 
evidently prove that greater civilisation once 
existed in these regions than at present; that 
considerable pains were taken in irrigating the 
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land ; and that this plain, which is now a desert, 
was at some former period cultivated, 

A deputation, consisting of the sheakh and 
some others of the chief men of the village of 
Genah, waited to offer their congratulations on 
our arrival in the Oasis, and to beg that we 
would do them the favour to visit their village,^ 
which they described as " quies kateer,*' (exceed- 
ingly beautiful,) They brought us presents of 
the most delicious dates I have ever tasted, 
some excellent pomegranates, limes, and bad 
flavourless oranges. 

They were decently dressed in brown woollen 
gowns of their own manufacture, red shoes, and 
tarboushes; and around the latter, they had 
turbans of various colours, yellow, blue, green, 
and white. Some of them were very good- 
looking men, and there was a certain mixture of 
gravity and dignity in their deportment which 
was very engaging. 

Having opened their hearts with a cup of 
coffee and a pipe of good tobacco, they an- 
swered all the questions we put to them con- 
cerning the antiquities, commerce, produce, 
government, population, &c. of the place. 

They told us that the village of Boidak was 
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two hours' walk from their place ; the temple of 
Kasr Ouaty scarcely one hour; and the me- 
tropolis three hours and a half distant. When 
the sheakhs took leave of us, they expressed 
themselves very much disappointed that we 
would not visit their village first; but we 
bad previously determined to go direct to the 
metropolis and the principal ruins. 

In return for the present of fruit, we gave 
them a sum of money. Travellers need never 
allow their feelings of delicacy to prevent their 
ofiering five or six shillings to a sheakh of a 
village, or a peasant, for any present he may 
have ofiered to him, or for any service he may 
have performed. We had been too long accus- 
tomed to the Arabs, not to be aware that the 
fruit they brought us, in appearance as a mark 
of civility, was given on their part with the 
thorough consciousness of receiving a return 
considerably more valuable. Instead, therefore, 
of depriving ourselves of any article which we 
might afterwards want, and the utility of which 
to them might, perhaps, be doubtful, we gave 
them in money ten times the value of their own 
present; and to judge from their manner of re- 
ceiving it, we could not have made them a more 
acceptable gift. 
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CHAPTER V. 

EL KHABGEH, THE BfETROPOLIS OF THE OASIS. — FORESTS 
OF DATE TREES. — TOMBS OF SHEAKHS. — ACCUMULA- 
TIONS OF SAND. — VISIT FROM THE SHEAKHS. — SIN- 
GULAR STREETS. — PICTURESQUE GROUPS IN THE 
BAZAAR. — GARDENS. — HOUSES. — INHABITANTS.—^ 
UNHEALTHIiNESS OF THE CLIMATE.— <}^OVERNMENT. — 

COMMERCE. CARAVAN TO DARFOUR. COSTUMES. 

WOMEN. —POPULATION. 

El Khargeh, 20th Oct. — We rode herein three 
hours and a half. I shall indude in this de- 
scription of the metropolis of the Oasis the 
information I obtained both now and at my 
subsequent visit after leaving the antiquities. 

The view of El Khargeh at a distance is very 
prepossessing. Its greatest attraction consists in 
a magnificent thick forest of date trees, which 
extends probably a mile towards the north and 
south, and is surrounded by a brick inclosure, 
hke the wall of a park. One or two houses are 
built in this inclosure, forming, as it were, the 
gates of the city. The flat roofs of many habit- 
ations are visible among the trees; and the 
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domes of two mosques, with their galleries, from 
which they cry the hour of prayer, are con- 
spicuous, towering even above the lofty palms. 
(See plate 1.) At the north extremity of the 
city, without the walls, is a cemetery of the 
sheakhs. The domes over each tomb add very 
much to the picturesque appearance of the 
place. At the southern extremity of the city is 
a similar cemetery. (See plate 1.) The archi- 
tecture of all the sepulchres is generally the 
same: — a dome, sometimes with an ornament 
at the top, resting on plain cemented mud walls, 
and surrounded by a square enclosure, occasion- 
ally embellished at the angles with buttresses. 
The domes, as will be remarked in the view, 
are often perforated with holes, to admit the 
air, but not the sun, and are thus rendered cool 
and pleasant. They are agreeable places to 
sleep in during the heat of the day ; and it 
is not now more unusual for dervishes in the 
East to use such buildings for that purpose, 
than it was in the days of Caliph Haroun el 
Rashid. 

These cemeteries possess an additional interest 
when we consider that they are not the tombs 
of sheakhs, who were merely chiefs of villages ; 
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but of persons who properly bore that title, and 
who were in- reality independent princes, rulers 
of little commonwealths, uncivilised, indeed, but 
free ; which * occasionally, perhaps, paid a slight 
tribute to the rulers of Egypt ; but were often 
exempt from thjlt tax, and always entirely un- 
controlled as to their internal government. One 
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family dynasty among them succeeded another 
without anarchy or confusion, the book of the 
Prophet being their only guide ; and, when the 
Koran was not sufficient, custom or common 
sense supjplied the deficiency. 

The desert reaches close to the waUs of the 
eastern side of the city, 'and at a short distance 
only from th^m are immense mounds of light 
moving sandl I never could conceive the pos- 
sibility of a caravan being overwhelmed by the 
simoom, until I saw these extraordinary accu- 
mulations. A ' great storm might easily put 
them in motion ; and I can therefore credit the 
accounts, which I have received from the pea- 
sants, that they sometimes disappear in one 
place, and appear rapidly in another. Under 
such hills as these, and in these very deserts, 
the army of Cambyses is supposed by some to 
have been entombed. It is fearfiil to behold 
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dose to the abode of man such mighty instru- 
ments of destruction and death. 

Having surveyed the exterior of the city^ and 
also made a drawing of it, I returned to my 
tent ; and after breakfast we received a depu- 
tation of the sheakhs and principal persons of 
the place. They were dressed similarly as, but 
better than, the sheakhs of Genah, and were in 
general tall men, with fine features, long respect- 
able beards, and fierce mustachios. The chief 
sheakh of the Oasis was a very fine old per- 
sonage. His costume was similar to that of the 
others, except that he wore a very gay yellow 
and green turban. They brought us firuit and 
a sheep, for which we gave th^m a sum of 
money. They took coffee, smoked their pipes, 
and gave us all the information we required. 
Except this deputation, not one of the natives, 
men or women, had the curiosity to come out to 
look at us. We were told, that no Europeans 
had been there before for seven years ; indeed, 
not very many have at any period of time been 
in the place. Mr. Ha3r's tent was, perhaps, the 
gayest that had ever been pitched in the Oasis ; 
and it might have been imagined, that a visit 
from foreigners to such a little remote district 
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would have been hailed as a novelty, and ex- 
cited some curiosity; but the indolence and 
apathy, which so strongly characterise the un- 
civilised natives of Africa, prevented any of the 
inhabitants from taking the trouble to walk out 
of the town to visit us, except those few, whose 
station called upon them so to do ; such as the 
sheakhs, and the Turkish caimacam, who resides 
here to receive the tribute. 

The principal sheakh having offered to show 
us iJie city, we accepted his services, being 
anxious not only to examine the houses, but 
also to have an opportunity of becoming better 
acquainted with the inhabitants. 

The streets are very curious, extremely 
narrow and tortuous, winding I may say in 
every direction ; and being entirely covered by 
roofs, they are so dark and intricate, that it 
would be as difficult for a stranger to pass 
through the town without a guide, as it would 
have been to thread the mazes of the Cretan 
labyrinth. Sometimes a slight gleam of Ught, 
or the contrary, a deeper shade, indicated an 
aperture in the wall, while our guide was pithily 
remarking as we passed along, " See, see, this is 
a house, and that is a house." Certainly, if our 
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friend the sheakh had not had the kindness to 
show us some places where the influence of the 
orb of day was not so completely excluded, we 
should have walked through the city without 
seeing either house or inhabitant. 

It was quite a relief when we quitted these 
ark lanes, and entered a little open court in 
which is the bazaar. Here we found a nu- 
merous assemblage of the inhabitants formed 
into three groups of about thirty each. Two 
of these groups were collected in different cor- 
ners of the court, round the dead carcasses of 
two camels, which the owners were cutting to 
pieces, and selling to those who had the means, 
of purchase. 

I have rarely witnessed a more picturesque 
and characteristic scene. The individuals of 
the first rank were seated immediately around 
the camels, enjoying at their ease the gratifying 
spectacle. They were evidently, from the su- 
periority of their costume, the richness of their 
turbans, and their respectable and dignified 
manner, the elders or principal persons of the 
city. If their composed and contented air did 
not positively prove that they were rich, it was 
certainly pretty good evidence that they had 
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the means to buy, or had abready purchased a 
share of the camel. Those of the row behind 
were standing ; some of them had abready pur- 
chased their portions of meat, and were appa- 
rently waiting to see how much their neighbours 
got; whilst others were bargaining keenly to 
obtain as much as they could for their money. 
As no weights were used, the altercations and 
disputes were occasionally rather warm. Several 
peasants more miserably attired than the rest, 
and with dolorous faces, who seemed only able 
to indulge themselves with a sight of their 
favourite but over-expensive dish, formed the 
background to this picturesque group. 

Had not Mr. H. and Mr. C. passed on with 
the sheakh, I should have lingered some time 
longer, in order to study the physiognomies of 
the natives, and enjoy this singular and curious 
scene. Besides the two groups round the 
camels, there was a third, quite as numerous, 
but more changeable, near a vast heap of 
dourah. 

We went firom the bazaar to one of the 
gardens on the western side of the city, the 
beauty and luxuriance of whiclj we had heard 
rapturously extolled. It was the garden of the 
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sheakh, and considered to be the finest in the 
Oasis ; but we found that its beauty had been 
sadly exaggerated* It contained a variety of 
fruit trees, mixed together without any order or 
skill in the arrangement. Nature had indeed 
done much ; art nothing more than the planting 
and nourishing them by means of small gutters, 
which every where intersect the ground. The 
pruning knife had apparently never been used, 
the branches being allowed to straggle in every 
direction; and there was a sad want of clean^ 
liness. I observed, however, such a variety of 
trees, as is seldom seen in one garden ; the 
mixture of the foliage had a very striking effect ; 
and when the trees are in blossom or in full 
bearing, they must be still more beautifuL 
Besides the palms, there were orange and lemon 
trees, more remarkable here for their luxuriant 
growth than the quality of their fruit ; pome- 
granates still bearing a few delicious clusters ; 
banana plants, which seem to thrive very well j 
the standard apricot tree, which the inhabitants 
say is every year profusely laden j together 
with an abundance of olives bearing fruit, 
which appeared fine on the tree; but the 
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people do not seem to know how to prepare 
them, for what they subsequently offered to us 
for sale were not eatable. The oil, indeed, they 
make from them is said to be good, and to be a 
great source of profit It is, however, very true, 
that neither the olive nor the vine is calculated 
for this climate. The sun is too powerful, 
drying up the exposed side before the other is 
at all matured. 

The reader will have perceived from this Ust 
of picturesque and ornamental trees, that these 
gardens are pretty. Nature thus abandoned to" 
herself, will always present many attractions : 
the lofty palm, for instance, towering above, and 
having the nakedness of its stem concealed by 
the bushy and luxuriant oranges ; and the 
brilliant yet sombre tints of the latter enhanced 
by their contrast to the elegant silver foliage of 
the olives. But beautiful as these combinations 
must certainly be allowed to be, they are not 
sufficient to constitute a lovely garden. There 
were no breaks to enable us distinctly to see 
the different trees, which were mingled together 
like as in a farmer's orchard. There were no 
walks, no shady bowers, no green swards, no 
beds of roses ; but, what was worse, there had 
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evidently never been any attempts to keep the 
ground under the trees in order ; it was rough, 
uneven, and strewed with sticks and stones ; 
and the canals for irrigating the trees, though of 
course indispensable, yet nevertheless detracted 
greatly from the appearance of the place. 

The sheakh conducted us into a shed, a 
miserable substitute for an arbour, where we 
reposed on some dirty mats j but forgetting for 
the time that we had ever seen any thing more 
beautiful, we abandoned ourselves to the enjoy- 
ment of the refreshing prospect of green trees, 
being not a little relieved that the odious 
desert was for once out of sight. The worthy 
sheakh's servants made us coffee ; and the walk 
having given me an appetite, I feasted immo- 
derately on his luscious dates and exquisite 
pomegranates. 

The houses of El Khargeh, like those in 
Egypt, are mud hovels with flat roofs. Many 
of them are large, and a considerable number 
have a first floor. They, however, generally 
present the same evidence of poverty and un- 
cleanly habits. Indolence prevents the people 
endeavouring to make their habitations comfort- 
able ; but indeed among the natives generally 
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of the eastern regions, neatness is a virtue 
rarely found. 

It would be almost unreasonable to expect in 
climates, the extreme heat of which naturally 
produces a certain lassitude and an unwillingness 
to make any exertion, except such as is abso- 
lutely necessary, the same energy and fondness 
for washing and cleaning, which, the further we 
go* northward among the civilised nations of 
Europe, the more we find characteristic of the 
inhabitants, I do not mean, however, to say, 
that the huts of the peasants in the Oasis are 
at all more filthy than those of the fellahs in 
the villages of Egypt, and of other Orientals ; 
having merely mentioned their uncleanKness in 
the preceding terms, to convey a correct idea to 

the reader accustomed only to see our English 
cottages. 

The inhabitants of this town, and indeed of 
all the Oasis, have (with some exceptions), not 
such strongly marked features as the Arab of 
the Nile, and their complexion is lighter than 
that of the peasants of Egypt in the same 
latitude. But they are chiefly remarkable for 
the pallid and unhealthy hue of their coun- 
tenances, just such a tint or rather expression, 
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allowing for the difference of colour, as distin*- 
guishes the inhabitants of the Pontine marshes ; 
a languid and sickly appearance ; a listlesness in 
their manner ; a sluggishness in their move- 
ments ; a total want of energy and vivacity ; - 
all proofs of the insalubrity of the climate, and 
the wretched effects of a baneful malaria. This 
pallid hue is most remarkable in their children 
and women ; the men, exposed to the influence 
of a tropical sun, have an appearance somewhat 
less unhealthy. 

The disorder, which spreads such ravages, 
and which seems to diminish their population as 
insensibly but as certainly as the desert yearly 
encroaches on the cultivated land, is a remittent 
fever, with which they are visited at every 
return of the summer or autumn. This evi- 
dently does not arise entirely from the exhar 
lations of the rice fields, for the parts of the 
Oasis where they grow no rice are equally 
infected ; nor from their eating so many dates, 
as some travellers have supposed. I conceive it 
arises in a great measure from the bad quality 
of the water, of which, during the hot weather 
of the summer and autumn, they are tempted 
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to drink immoderately, and which accomits for 
their suffering only at those particular periods. 

Ophthalmia also seems a very general com*- 
plaint. We met with numerous instances of it 
during our journey. In the course of my nar- 
rative I shall have to say more of these disorders 
than I could wish, having unfortunately been 
myself the victim to a severe attack both of the 
ophthalmia and of the remittent fever- The 
latter was so violent, that it is probable I should 
have finished my course in the Oasis Magna, 
had I not been provided with proper remedies. 

Notwithstanding this dreadful malady, which 
annually causes mourning and distress in so 
many families, the free bom inhabitant of the 
Oasis could not be tempted to change his lot 
with that of any of the children of the Nile ; 
for though nominally under the dominion of 
the pasha of Egypt, he has nevertheless the 
enjoyment of comparative liberty. He is never 
forced, nor even asked, to quit his home and 
become a soldier. He is free from extortions 
and degrading punishments, and from the scorn 
and contumely of haughty rulers. The disputes 
and crimes of the inhabitants are judged im* 
partially by their own sheakhs, A Turkish 
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caimacam resides in el Khargeh, for the sole 
purpose of collecting a moderate yearly tribute ; 
but, having no soldiers, to protect him nor com- 
panion in his government, policy obliges him to 
be conciliatory, and. respect the prejudices. and 
feelings of the people. In no instance perhaps. 
has the pasha of Egypt exhibited more good 
sense, than in his government of. the diflferent 
Oases in the Lybian desert, now under his rule. 
When . he invaded the territory of these people, 
many of them made an obstinate: resistance, but 
his arms were victorious ; and the fruit of his 
success is a considerable tribute, collected from 
each Oasis, without either trouble or expense. 
If he had left large garrisons in each district, 
their maintenance would have absorbed a great 
portion of the revenues of the place, their tyraji- 
nical conduct would have excited the indig- 
nation of the inhabitants, and doubtless. many 
of his vsoldiers would have fallen victims to the 
baneful diseases often &,tal to the* natives, and 
much more so to strangers. 

The pasha has found it conducive to his , own 
interests, to be lenient with them as regards 
their annual tribute, and to leave the local ad-i 
ministration entirely to their . own chiefs : ; and 
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SO long as he exempts them from the extortions, 
which he exacts elsewhere, it is not probable 
that the inhabitants of the Oases will attempt 
to throw off their allegiance to a government 
whose power they have already felt, and against 
which they are totally unable to contend* 

Many of the sheakhs and merchants are rich 
and independent. They send their dates to the 
Nile, where, from their just celebrity, they 
obtain the highest prices given for that de- 
scription of fruit ; and they bring back in return 
wheat, of which there is a deficiency in the 
Oasis, sundry articles of wearing apparel, arms, 
ornaments, spices, coffee, mirrors, glass beads, 
and other little articles of hardware, and which 
they sell again at an immense profit. 

The Oasis produces rice, but very inferior to 
that of the Delta, wheat, millet, dourah (the 
latter in abundance), and the various fruits, 
which I have mentioned in describing the 
gardens. Their great source of wealth, how- 
ever, and all their commerce and prosperity, de- 
pend upon their extensive forests of date trees. 
It is curious to see a commimity, isolated by such 
an vminviting ocean, which few of its members 
have ever crossed; and in a district rarely visited 
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except by the great caravan to Darfour, which 
generally passes every autumn and returns the 
following spring. The time occupied is twenty- 
six days ; and the route from el Maks, the most 
southern village of this Oa^is, to the Oasis of 
Sheb is five days, from Shdb to Selim6 three 
days, from Selim6 to Seligna, (probably Browne's 
Lighen) four days, from Monjerone five days^ 
and from Monjerotte to Darfour nine days. 

The costumes of the men here duSer, in a 
very slight degree, from those of the Egyptian 
peasants. Their dfess is generally more simple, 
not having so much of fantasia, as the Arabs 
call it, consisting almost always of a brown 
wooUen gown, unbound at the waist, and a white 
cotton skull-cap. Very few have tarboushes, 
and only the sheakhs and rich men indulge their 
taste in turl)aiis. 

The women iare not obliged to cover their 
faces ; and it is rarely that an excess of modesty 
induces them to conceal their beauty, even when 
earnestly gazed at. A man here thinks there is 
no danger if his neighbour admires, and feels no 
uneasiness if the whole town sees his wife's good 
looks. Love and friendship are the only locks 
on his harem door : and although the wealthy 
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often excite the jealousy and anger of their first 
choice by afterwards taking a second, who may 
be younger and prettier, yet they seldom dis- 
tress themselves with doubting their fidelity; 
and it is said that this confidence is rarely mis- 
placed. 

The dress of the women consists of one long 
robe, but they are more profusely decorated with 
ornaments than the women of the Nile, and 
decidedly better looking, their pale com- 
plexions giving them a more interesting appear- 
ance : their' features, also, are more regular, 
and their expression more engaging. Some of 
the ornaments which they wear are very costly, 
such as ear-rings of gold. I observed also rings, 
of the same metal and of a larger size, hanging 
from their noses ; and many of them had neck- 
laces and bracelets, of which there was no dis- 
puting the value, being in fact strings of gold 
and silver coin now current in the East. But 
what attracted particularly my attention was 
the very curious manner in which their neck- 
laces, and various parts of their dress, were fre- 
quently embroidered with shells ; the garments 
of the little children were often very taste- 

G 4 


88 INFLUENCE OF THE WOMEN. 

fully, and beautifully ornamented in the same 
manner* 

The women here enjoy a greater influence in 
society, and are much more respected than in 
the valley of the Nile -y indeed, as far as I was 
able to learn, they almost seem (if such a state 
of things be possible in a Mahometan country) 
to Jord it over their husbands ; for most money 
and mercantile transactions are confided to their 
management. Our servants ^ere obliged to 
apply to them for every article that they re- 
quired. They complained most bitterly that 
the females were very sharp in making bargains; 
and to judge from their prices, compared with 
those, in Egypt, they certainly turn their scanty 
knowledge of arithmetic to good account. 
During my long sojourn in this Oasis I took 
considerable pains to obtain an exact statement 
of the population ; but as the statistical accounts 
of the Arabs can never be implicitly relied on, 
it is only by asking a variety of questions ; such 
as, " How many, men are there capable, of bear- 
ing arms ?" " How many old men, children ?'* 
&c. " Are there more people in this town than 
in the other?'* &c., that any approximation to 
the truth can be arrived at. This is, how- 
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ever, the . result of my inqiuries here and else- 
where : — 


Men* 


Popu- 
lation. 


The metropolis el Khargeh^ the most north- 1 ^^ . SOOO 
em town of the Oasis - - -3 

Genah. south of and separated from ell ^^ aet\ 

KJuigeh by a desert 7 mSes in extent ■] ^ ^SO 

Boulak, South by East of Genah, across a 1 ^ ocq 
desert of 14 miles in extent - - J 

Bjrese, South by East of Boulak, across al «on fi£v\ 

desert.33 miles in extent - - j- 1^" ow 

Doosh, South b^ East of Boulak, across &1 oq |qq 
desert of 7 miles in extent - - J 

Maks, south west of Doosh, across a desert 1 ^ .^_ 
4 miles in extent - - J 


860 4300 


The total population, therefore, of the Oasis, is 
about 4,300 ; five to each family may seem a low 
valuation, but it must be considered that in the 
number of men there are many old persons, 
whose sons are grown up and reckoned among 
the number. I must not conclude my account 
of the metropolis without mentioning the beauti- 
ful baskets and mats, for which the place is 
celebrated. Some of the former are small and of 
elegant shape ; and the neatness of the platting, 
and the arrangement and harmony of the 
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colours, prove that the inhabitants of the Oasis, 
although uncultivated, are not destitute of 
natural . taste ; otherwise they could not have 
the skill and ingenuity to devise these works of 
art, which must be admired even by the most 
fastidious. 
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PICTUREMUE SITUATION OF THE TEMPLE OF EL KHAR- 
GEH. RESIDENCE THERE. — ^VISITS FROM THE INHABIT- 
ANTS. GREEK INSCRIPTIONS. — ESCAPE FROM WOLVES. 

— DESCRIPTION OF THE ARCHITECTURE. — ARAB LAW- 
SUIT. — NAME OF DARIUS IN HIEROGLYPHICS. — OVER- 
WHELMING EFFECT OF THE DESERT. HISTORICAL 

AND MYTHOLOGICAL TABLETS. 

From the 20th Oct. until the 3rd of Nov. — 
Temple of el Khargeh. We left the town of el 
Khargeh at two o'clock, and in two hours we ar- 
rived at the principal temple in the Oasis, situated 
about six miles to the north of the metropolis. 

Notwithstanding the descriptions I had pre- 
viously read of this interesting ruin in the 
journals of other travellers, I must state, that I 
was agreably surprised to find such magnificent 
vestiges of civilisation ; so splendid a monument 
of art in so remote and isolated a region. 

This temple is not lamply worthy of attention 
for its architecture ; the interesting sculptures 
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and hieroglyphical inscriptions with which it is 
adorned ; these attractions, which are sufficient 
for the mere antiquarian, are considerably en- 
hanced by its picturesque, and, I may almost 
say, lovely situation. 

The temples of the valley of the Nile, though 
more magnificent and more interesting as works 
of art, are rarely so beautifully situated. No 
dirty Arab village or cottages detract from the 
appearance of this ancient fane, or break that 
spell which the solitude of a ruin naturally ex- 
cites. ItisshadedbygraceMpahns, afinefig 
sycamore, and still more picturesque doum 
trees ; in addition, a little stream gurgles close 
to the ruins; and the effect of this pleasing 
situation is rendered stiU more striking by the 
contrast of the yellow expanse, the surrounding 
waterless ocean, which had now become so 
wearisome to me. It is just such a place as the 
Oriental, who cared not either for ancient or 
modem art, would nevertheless select to repose- 
in, as it supplies the great necessaries and en- 
joyments in these climes, shade, water, and 
pasture. It may be conceived, then, what 
pleasure we experienced at finding a temple, 
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in every respect so interesting, situated in a 
spot so lavishly adorned by nature. I remained 
a fortnight among these ruins, not only working 
from the rising of the sun until twi%ht, but 
often also engaged at night, in copying the 
hieroglyphical inscriptions along the dark re- 
cesses of the temple, where indeed lights, even 
by day, were necessary. During which time, 
we were frequently visited by the sheakh of 
el Khargeh, and had also opportunities of 
seeing many of the peasants, who gave us in- 
formation not only concerning this but also the 
other Oases. According to their description, 
el Dakkel, three days' journey to the west, is 
richer and more populous than the valley of 
el Wah; but, as it does not contain many 
antiquities, we shall not go thither. 

We procured a supply of ineat and fowls from 
the metropolis, the inhabitants of which also 
furnished us with milk. There, are few sheep 
kept in the Oasis, as it affords little pasture ; 
butchers' meat is therefore twice as dear as at 
Thebes. Our camels foimd. pasture on the trees 
and in the plain, but not sufficient to keep them 
in good order ; on the contrary, I observed that 
their condition daily became worse, and we were 
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at last obliged to compel their owners to treat 
them better, ourselves buying grain and deduct- 
ing the sum from what we owed them. The 
camel-men were indeed very well satisfied with 
our staying in the place, for they were at leisure 
to sleep the greatest part of the day, as well as 
during the night, and received four piasters 
per day for each animal. I will now give the 
reader a full description of these interesting 
antiquities : 

The great temple consists of a sekos, with a 
vestibule before it, and three pylons or gate* 
ways. It faces about five degrees to the north 
of east The total length of the ruin is about 
500 feet, but the pylons are small, and a con- 
siderable distance apart from each other. 

Plate 2. is a view of the first or most easterly 
pylons ; but I should state, that 26 feet to the 
east of it, are the traces of what appears to have 
been a court, twenty-eight feet square, which, 
from the fragments still existing, seems to have 
been ornamented with columns. 

On the portion remsuning of the North sidi^ 
of the first propylon, is a Greek inscription, of 
siKty-six lines, which was copied by Mr. Calliaud 
and by Mr. Hyde, and was restored and pub- 
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lished by Dr. Young and also by Monsieur 
Letroime. It is a decree, issued in the second 
year of the emperor Galba, relating not merely 
to the Oasis, but to the whole of Egypt. It 
appears that complaints had been made by, and 
petitions received from, the people concerning 
their grievances. The decree ordains, that 
persons, without experience and against their 
inclination, shall not be obliged to farm the re- 
venues. It professes to regulate the imports 
better, to prevent imprisonment for debt, pre- 
serve the dowries of women, and limit the office 
of Stratege to three years, &c. 

As I conceived it possible that another copy 
might afford some variations, I devoted a con- 
siderable portion of two days to the labour of 
deciphering the original. I am glad to find, 
that my copy justifies many of Dr. Young's 
restorations, and confirms most of Monsieur 
Letronne*s various readings. I have, therefore, 
in the Appendix, published it in uncial letters, 
exactly as it appears on the ruin. 

While engaged by night in taking down a 
particular portion of this interesting inscription, 
I had a little adventure with certain inhabitants 
of the Oasis, which might have proved serious. 
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I heard, apparently at some distance, the howl- 
mg of wolves, jackals, &c., but I contifaued my 
occupation without regarding it, such music, 
from my long residence in Egypt, however dis- 
pleasing, having become quite familiar. The 
howling at last ceased, and in a few minutes I 
heard a great rustling among the brambles im- 
mediately behind me. My servant, who was 
with me, screamed, " iggeree, Effende, iggeree ;" 
(run, Effende, run.) " Follow me,'* I said ; 
and in a moment we cleared the enclosure, and 
scaled the propylon, although in effecting this I 
bruised myself so severely that I felt the pain 
for some weeks after. 

When we had safely regained our tent, my 
servant swore that he saw several hyenas, wolves, 
and jackals ; but, like Falstaff in the narrative 
of his robbery, he increased the number of the 
thieves every time that he told the tale. It is 
certain, however, from their approaching so 
near, and from their loud howling, that there 
must have been many, and that their intention 
was to attack us ;. and as I had no other weapon 
with me than a pencil (a very innocuous one 
against irrational creatures), I felt happy in 
reaching a place of security. 
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On the southern portion of the first propylon, 
are other Greek inscriptions (see Appendix 
C and F), which I also carefully copied j one of 
which is a decree, among other matters, pro- 
hibiting the officers of the Government from 
oppressing the people, and from obliging the in« 
habitants of the different districts to entertain 
them indiscriminately when travelling, like the 
Turks of the present day. These inscriptions 
are more de&ced than the former. 

The width of this pylon or gateway is 25 ft. 8 in. 
the length, 2S ft. 8 in. Between it and the court 
or gateway already mentioned, are the remains of 
an avenue of sphinxes. Their pedestals alone 
now exist, each measuring 6 ft;. 3 in. in length, 
and 2 ft. 9 in. in breadth. From the pylon with 
the Greek inscription, which I will call the first, 
to the second pylon is 47 feet ; and these have 
evidently been also connected by an avenue of 
sphinxes. The pedestals of seven are still re- 
maining, about 7 ft* 6 in. long, and 2 ft. 6 in. 
broad j and from their situation I concluded, that 
there had been originally five on each side. 

The second pylon is 22 ft. 6 in. long, and 23 ft. 
10 in. wide. One side is entirely in ruins, but the 
other is remaining as may be seen in plate 
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No. 2. ornamented with the Egyptian beading 
and cornice. I observed upon some of the stones 
on the north side (see same plate), fragments 
of Greek inscriptions ; but as they were all 
thrown in confusion, and some were broken, I 
did not attempt to copy them. 

These two pylons are now inclosed within 
the gardens or date plantations of the peasants ; 
and the fences of these are formed of the dried 
branches and leaves of the palm tree, which m^e 
nearly as serviceable for that purpose, as the 
aloe or prickly pear ; for, except in endeavouring 
to escape from wolves and hyenas, no one 
would attempt to penetrate them. 

Whilst engaged in drawing these propylons, 
I was amused at witnessing a long altercation or 
rather trial, which took place within a few yards 
from where I was sitting. One peasant accused 
another of having inclosed more ground than 
he had a right to, and the plaintiff brought 
forward a witness to prove the fact. The judge, 
a sheakh of el Khargeh, was deciding the af^r 
on the spot, indubitably in this instance, the 
very best court of justice. The peasants were 
their own advocates, and from their fluency of 
language, earnestness and energy, they did not 
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seem to want assistance. The sheakh listened 
very attentively and impartially to the discourses 
Qf both) examined the ground himself, detected 
with great acuteness an inaccuracy in one of the 
statements of the defendant, and after about an 
hour's display of forensic eloquence, pronounced 
judgment on the affair with great coolness. The 
defendant submitted to his decision, and knocked 
down the fence resignedly, if not contentedly. 

The third pylon is 139 feet distant from the 
second. This great space, so very dispro- 
portioned to the size of the temple, was pro- 
bably inclosed with a wall ; and I found some 
stones which strengthened the opinion. This 
pylon is precisely of the same form as the 
others, but is fortunatdy better preserved, as 
will be seen in plate 3.*; which view not only 
]r?p$resents most picturesquely the exterior of the 
temple, but is also very descriptive of the sur- 
rounding scenery. The doum tree in the fore- 
gsx>und9 ^s one of the most beautiful pi its kind* 
The vestibule and fa9ade of thje temple, and 
behind th^ latter a detached building, ar^ 
^bpwQi aod in the diistance, to the west of tb.e 

* See frontieypjece. 
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ruins is our encampment; but the principal 
feature in the view is the third pylon, which is 
18 ft. 7 in. long, and 20 ft. 6 in. broad. The cor- 
nice is ornamented with the winged globe ; and 
the eastern fa9ade, and also the interior of the pro- 
pylon, are decorated with sculpture. The Persian 
king Darius is represented presenting offerings to 
Amun, Osiris, Isis, divinities with the head-dress 
of two feathers, globe, and serpents ; two feathers 
simply ; plain helmet ; hawk's head with a plain 
helmet ; vulture, globe and horns ; globe con- 
taining a serpent. 

On one side of the interior of the pylon^ 
Darius is represented making offerings to Osiris 
and Isis, and on the other to Amun Ra. Amua 
seems to be the divinity to whom the temple 
was peculiarly dedicated. The west side of 
this pylon is not adorned with sculpture ; but 
the cornice, as may be seen in plate 3., is richly 
decorated with the globe, serpents, and wings. 
Twenty.five feet from this propylon is a ves- 
tibule, of which a considerable portion still 
remains (see plate 4.) It appears to have been 
55 feet long and S5 broad. Besides the 
entrance opposite the propylons, there was also 
one on each side ; and, as will be seen in the 


J 


KING AMYRTiEUS. 101 

plate, they were all decorated with rich cornices, 
sculpture, and hieroglyphics. Amun Ra with 
the attributes of Horus, a hawk's head, globe> 
and two serpents, is represented receiving into 
the temple the King Amyrtaeus with a plain 
mitre. According to Manetho, Amyrtaeus was 
the only king of the 28th dynasty, which 
succeeded to the Persians; and he is most 
probably the Inaro of Diodorus and Thucydides. 
Signor Rosellini interprets the name of this 
king which he saw at Kamak, Amihort, the 
conqueror of the country of Heb, and Mn 
Wilkinson calls him Aomahate, neither of them 
very unlike the Amyrtaeus of Manetho. I find 
that there is a difference between the hiero- 
glyphics as given by Mr. Wilkinson and Signor 
RoseUini : the name, however, which I copied, 
agrees exactly with that of Mr. W. That this 
is not the name of an older king than Darius, 
is proved by the circumstance of its being the 
name of the king, who continued the orna- 
menting of the temple built by Darius. Signor 
Rosellini with his usual candour confesses, that 
his deciphering of the above name is less for- 
tunate and less to be depended upon, than of 
the names generally of Egyptian kings; but 
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whether this be the title of the immediate 
successor of Darius Nothus, as Mn W. and 
Signor R. suppose, is of little importance as to 
the date of the addition to the edifice ; for, as 
it was undoubtedly built after the 27th, and 
before the 31 st, djniasty of Persians, the date of 
its construction is necessarily confined between 
the periods 414 and 340 before Christ. 

The sekos or body of the temple is 140 feet 
long. Besides the principal entrance facing the 
east, there are four doors on the north side 
leading into the interior. 

With the exception of the fa9ade, which has 

never been finished^ the whole of the exterior 
of this imposing structure is covered with 
sculpture, which however, is not particularly 
interesting, being merely representations of 
offerings to the divinities. The style of the 
sculpture is by no means good, being extremely 
bulky and clumsily executed. I observed on 
the south side of the edifice, a representation 
of a giraffe^ Forty-three feet to the south of 
the west end of the temple, is a small detached 
building, which was probably the habitation of 
the priests^ A doorway, 7 ft* wide and 4 fL 8 in. 
deep, leads into a room about I7 feet long 


J 


OVERWHELMING EFFECTS OF THE DESERT. 103 * 

iad about 8 ft. wide, ornamented at the angles 
with columns, 3 feet in diameter, partly inclosed 
in the walls. Behind the sekos is another 
detached building, which has rather the appear- 
ance of having been a cistern to contain water 
for the use of the temple. 

Having described the exterior of ihe temple, 
I will now give the reader an account of the 
interior, which is not only picturesque, but 
highly interesting, from its containing some very 
curious sculpture. Plate 5. is a representation 
of the present state of the interior. I could 
have wished to have given it in colours, as the 
original presents one of the most extraordinary 
and imposing examples of the overwhelming 
powers of the vast Libyan ocean. As will be 
seen in the view, the sand on the north side of 
the interior of the temple, reaches up to the 
capitals of the columns. The left or south side 
of the interior is more clear of the sand, which 
has drifted over the wall and formed a vast 
mound, reaching up to the cornice of the 
exterior of the building. These two accu- 
mulations of sand prove, that the wind and 
storms must be almost invariably from the north, 
both of them being protected from that pre- 
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vailing wind : one of them in the interior, and 
the other in the exterior. The effect of the 
columns rising above the hill of sand, the vast 
architraves, the graceful palms, a fine stmt tree, 
and in the distance, the yellow ocean and blue 

hills, make an interesting view. 

» 

Some Christian or pagan anchorites seem to 
have established themselves on the top of the 
temple: a fragment of one of their brick 
habitations will be observed in the plate. I 
remarked that the cornice near it is very much 
worn, evidently by a rope or chain, which may 
have been used to raise some heavy weight, 
probably water, or perhaps, as at the convent of 
Mount Sinai, the inhabitants hoisted up each 
other in a basket. 

The reddish sandstone, of which the temple 
is built, is not of a very hard composition ; but 
these anchorites must nevertheless have beeil 
long resident in the situation, as it would 
require a very considerable time for either a 
rope or chain to make so deep an indenture as is 
impressed in the cornice. 

On the south side of the doorway leading into 
the interior, are two dark rooms, the one above 
the other, I7 feet wide, and 8 feet long ; pro- 
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bably habitations of the officers or guardians of 
the temple. 

. The portico, or first room of the interior, is 
SI ft. 6 in. widci It was adorned with eight 
columns, Which, however, have never been 
finished. Some of their outlines are complete ; 
but the interior ornamental part of most of the 
capitals has not been commenced. 

The south side of the portico is ornamented 
with sculpture, representing the King Darius 
making ofierings to Osiris and Isis. There are 
also some representations of divinities with the 
heads of fish and serpents : the former gods, the 
latter goddesses. They are each repeated three 
several times, but with difierent hieroglyphics j 
the god or goddess having each time the same 
name, differing only in the signs determinative 
of the sex. 

I have made a drawing of them. Darius is 
also represented in this room making offerings 
to Amun Ra, wearing the head-dress of a cap 
and two long feathers. Besides the sculpture, 
there is a very large tablet of hieroglyphics^ 
containing, four times repeated, the phonetic 
name of Darius, with the titles of Sson of 
Pharaoh, son of Isis, son of Osiris, beloved of 
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Amun. Could tablets of hieroglyphics be de^ 
ciphered with the same facility as Greek or 
Latin inscriptions, I would publish the copy 
whidi I made of this tablet, since it is scarcely 
probable that so long an inscription can be 
destitute of information. If the mists and 
darkness which impede hieroglyphical research 
shall be ever cleared away, and if the light of 
science shall ever penetrate all this mystery 
of antiquarian lore, what extraordinary and 
interesting relations may, perhaps, be unfolded to 
us; how many facts added to the pages of 
history ; and what perplexing mythological and 
metaphysical subtleties elucidated I 
: The north side of this portico is, doubtless^ 
ornamented with sculpture, and perhaps his-* 
torical tablets of hieroglyphics ; but I did not 
attempt to remove the sand, as the labour 
would be enormous • to clear away so vast a 
mound, and we conceived it more useful to 
excavate in the sanctuaries. The doorway 
10 ft. 8 in. wide, leading into the second room, 
is almost covered with sand. Part of the cornice, 
however, is still visible, painted in the usual 
manner with red, blue, and green stripes : the 
colours are quite fresh. The second room 
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is ornamented with eight columns, 3 ft. 4 in. 
in diameter ; four of which are built in the wall 
of its fa9ade. The ornamental part of the ca- 
pitals of these columns is not completed ; some 
are finished on one side only. 

A doorway 6 ft. 10 in. wide^ and 4 ft. 9 in. long 
leads into the third room, which is S8 ft. 4 in. 
long and 37 ft. wide. This room is ornamented 
with sculpture, chiefly of offerings. I copied a 
small tablet of hieroglyphics with sculpture 
underneath, representing four divinities with the 
heads of hawks, pouring libations. 

A door 4 ft* wide, leads from this room into 

ihe sanctuary, which is 8 ft. long, and the same 

^ width* A doorway 4 ft. 8 in. wide, and 1 ft. 

^^^8^ leads into the inner sanctuary, which is of 

^^^ same wklth as the other, but only 7 ft* long. 

-^ «e ancient name of the town this temple be- 
^^^■-^^ed to was, according to Mr. Wilkinson, 

^^l>6 " the plough," under which character it 
^^^quently designated in the hieroglyphics. 
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CHAP. VII. 

DISCOVERY OF EXTRAORDINARY SCULPTURE IN THE 

SANCTUARIES. MANNER OF MAKING PAPER 

CASTS OF SCULPTURE, DISCOVERIES IN HIEROGLY* 

PHICS. CHAMPOLLION. INTERESTING TABLET OF 

SCULPTURE. — REMARKS ON THE ARCHITECTURE AND 
SCULPTURE OF THE TEMPLE. — MONUMENTAL EVI- 
DENCE THAT THE OASIS MUST FORMERLY HAVE 
BEEN MORE FLOURISHING. 

The two sanctuaries originally formed one 
room, the division between them being evi- 
dently more recent, and breaking the connection 
of the curious sculpture with which the walls 
are adorned. The roof of the sanctuary is 
formed of very large masses of stone. We 
found these sanctuaries, like the other rooms» 
iilled with sand. I first noticed the sculpture 
in this place J and perceiving at once, that it 
was exceedingly curious and uncommon, I pro- 
posed to Mr. Hay to clear out the sand, which 
we accomplished to a considerable extent, 
having without much difficulty, procured la- 
bourers from the village. As the rooms were 
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quite dark, it was the same whether we worked 
there during the night or the day. The night 
before we left el Khargeh, I was there until 
three in the morning, and Mr. Hay remained 
in the place until breakfast. It is necessary 
to have experienced how great is the toil of 
drawing all day under a tropical sun, to estimate 
duly what it cost us, to undergo the additional 
fatigue of drawing by night also; and it is 
necessary to be an antiquarian, and feel a keen 
interest in the subject, to excuse our risking 
health and life in this deleterious climate by 
such exertions. We were not, however, I can 
say confidently, actuated by a mere selfish 
desire of possessmg drawings, but by an earnest 
anxiety to convey to our country, what seemed 
to us an inestimable addition to the very many 
curious tablets, which the temples and tombs of 
Egypt have contributed towards our better 
knowledge of the manners and arts of the 
ancients. My servants made me casts in paper 
of the sculpture on the walls of these two 
rooms, that is, of all the sculpture in the three 
large plates, which I now publish. This method 
of obtaining fac-similes of sculpture in bassa 
relievo, is very successful, and so easy that I 
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had no difficulty in teaching it to my Arabs. ' I 
found stiff, unsized, common white paper to be 
best adapted for the purpose. It should be 
well damped ; and, when applied to sculpture 
still retaining its colour, not to injure the latter; 
care should Ke taken that the side of the paper 
placed on the figures be dry — that it be not the 
side which has been sponged. The paper, 
^hen applied to the sculpture, should be evenly 
patted with a napkin folded rather stiffly ; and, 
if any part of the figures or hieroglyphics be iJi 
intaglio or elaborately worked, it is better to 
press the paper over that part with the fingers* 
Five minutes is quite sufficiait time to make a 
cast of this description : when tak^i off the 
wall, it should be laid on the ground or sand to 
dry. I possess many hundred casts, which my 
Arabs made for me at Thebes and in the 0ms, 
Indeed. I very rarely made any drawings of 
sculpture, without having a cast of the same : 
and as the latter are now quite as fresh as on 
the day they were taken, the engraver having ^r ^^i 
not only my drawing, but also these indubitable 
&c*similes, is enabled to make my plates exactly 
like, and quite equal to, the original. 

The Arabs are extremely clever in the art of ■ ^ 
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imitating ; and the l)oys are so very sharp and 
intelligent, that» if I were about to spend 
another eighteen months among the antiquities 
of the Nile, I should certainly endeavour to 
teach two or three of them to draw with the 
camera lucida. I feel persuaded, that in a very 
short space of time, they would be able to take 
accurate outlines. 

Plates 6, 7, 8. are a complete representation 
of the extraordinary sculpture in the above- 
mentioned sanctuaries. I do. not conceive 
that even the most learned in reading of 
hieroglyphics will hesitate to confess, that the 
mythological mysteries there depicted are 
beyond their compreh^ision. This extraor- 
dinary assemblage of divinities in the most 
grotesque attitudes, of animals, beasts, and birds, 
is not, I am persuaded, a fancifiil composition of 
an eccentric artist. We may be certain, that 
there is a meaning in all these representations 
and figures^ and as they could have had no 
beneficial moral influence on the minds of 
the multitude, some metaphysical mystery is 
evidently represented. 

The discoveries in hieroglyphics have, I fear, 
been, perhaps, exaggerated ; yet «uch as have 
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undoubtedly been accomplished are of the high- 
est importance. The deciphering the names of 
Jdngs has been of the greatest service to the 
elucidation of history ; and I cannot conceive it 
possible for any person who has studied the 
subject in the country to be sceptical concem-r 
ing the general principles of the theory. The 
interpretation of the various names has given us 
a nearer approximation to the exact date of the '^t 
construction of almost each portion of the ^ 
various edifices. Jl, 

It is very true, that some of the names, and the ^ 
order of their succession as derived from lapidary j^ 
inscriptions, vary occasionally from the lists of * ' 
Manetho ; but an allowance ought certainly to 
be made for the differences of language, and ' 
idiom, and the lapse of nearly 4000 years^ 
through which the historical documents in the 
tombs and temples, have nevertheless been 
preserved to us. The lists of kings on the 
edifices are no forgeries of a more modern date, V 
for succeeding generations were never able to "T^ 
execute hieroglyphics in the same spirited and ^=--^ 
beautiful manner. One of Rameses* sculptors / 
inust have risen from his tomb, to have enabled — 
a Ptolemy or a Caesar to execute hieroglyphics 
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in the inimitable style peculiar to the era of that 
ancient and illustrious monarch. 

The changes in the execution of the sculp- 
tures, the gradual rise, or rather I should say, 
the decadence of the art (since the most ancient 
are generally the most exquisitely executed) 
prove the truth of the theory ; for, without the 
dates assigned to the edifices, from the royal 
names which are found on them, any person, 
well acquainted with Egyptian art, or with the 
arts generally, if he had time carefiilly to 
examine them, would imdoubtedly arrange them 
in the same order as regards their relative 
antiquity, as from hieroglyphics they are found 
to possess. The mistakes into which some tra^ 
vellers have fallen, in assigning erroneous dates 
to the different edifices, can only have arisen 
from their hasty survey and imperfect know- 
ledge of the subject. How great an interest, 
for instance, is given to this edifice, from our 
finding on it the name of Darius ; proving by V 
such undisputable evidence what history also 
informs us of, that he showed great deference 
and regard for the religion and happiness of 
his Egyptian subjects. 

*i 
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Besides the satisfaction of being now accurately 
acquainted with the name of the builder, restorer, 
and embellisher of almost every ancient wall in 
Egypt, and of being thus enabled to study the 
history, mythology, and state of the arts at so 
many distinctly ascertained periods ; hiero- 
glyphics have also given us more precise 
notions of the divinities. It used to be the 
fashion for travellers to call all the different 
representations Osiris, Isis, or any other name 
which they had met with in Herodotus, Plu- 
tarch, or Diodorus, &c. But now, we, know 
the appellations of most of the divinities ; and, 
although the metaphysical significations and 
compositions of the same can often only be 
guessed at, from the imperfect state of hiero- 
glyphical knowledge, it is still gratifying to be able 
to read any portion of that once completely un- 
intelligible language. A vast number of phrases 
is now, indeed, known to the students in hiero- 
glyphics. They are able, not only to read the 
titles of the kings and queens, but also to 
decipher the names of trades, animals, prisoners, 
conquered nations, &c., and are thus in some 
measure acquainted with the wars and conquests 
of the different monarchs. They are also able 
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CHAMPOLLION. — DR. YOUNG. 115 

to read dates, and have thus leamt nearly the 
exact reign of many of the kings. 

I am not now able to do such justice as I wish to 
the researches of many distinguished individuals 
still living, who by their great talents and perse- 
vering industry have promoted thi^ department 
of science ; but there is one, now dead, whom I 
cannot refram from mentioning most respect- 
fully. The name of Champollion has been loudly 
praised and vehemently abused. Every one 
must lament his attempt to persuade the world 
that he was the discoverer of the key to the 
knowledge of the hieroglyphical language ; thus 
endeavouring to wrest from Dr. Young that 
honour, which crowned a life spent in literary 
and scientific labours. But, at the same time 
that we deny him the merit of being the first 
to find the right path, we must candidly state 
that he richly deserves the high distinction and 
the flattering homage which his talents and 
abilities have generally procured him. 

Dr. Yoimg found the track ; Champollion 
perceived that it was the true one, and there- 
fore determined to explore it as far as energy, 
perseverance, and ingenuity would carry him. 
His impetuosity was perhaps too great, as he 
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sometimes formed his opinion of objects before 
he had devoted sufficient time to examine them. 
I cannot then attempt to justify his setting forth 
the result of his early labours on so doubtful a 
subject in so decided and unhesitating a manner. 
But if the critics blame him for his boldness, 
and reproach him with having changed his 
opinions, they ought still to do justice to his 
candour, and acknowledge that there is no 
evidence of his having attempted to persist in 
any opinions when his progressive researches 
taught him that he was in error. 

When we consider how wedded every man is 
to a belief which he may at any time have en- 
tertained, the mere circumstance of Champol- 
lion's forsaking some of his opinions ought not 
surely to tempt us to infer, that the subject for 
this sole reason is uncertain. Nothing less than 
entire conviction, and a love of truth rather 
than of glory, could have induced him to relin- 
quish pre-conceived notions, and thus lay him- 
self open to scepticism. Champollion has also 
been accused of carelessly looking at papyri and 
professing to explain them, without any previous 
study. Several instances, which have been re- 
lated of this light manner, have startled some 
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people ; but what is the state of the case ? 
* Champollion, on opening a papyrus, or on 
seeing a tablet, would, doubtless, observe at a 
single glance some phrases, the meaning and in- 
terpretation of which he had ascertained by his 
previous researches ; it is, therefore, obvious 
that he would be as able at first sight, to explain 
the signs that he was acquainted with, as after a 
long study ; the latter being only so far neces- 
sary, as it enabled him to find out the sense of 
other phrases, which further discoveries would 
of course be a wot\ of great toil and labour. 
The hieroglyphics that were familiar to him in 
the tablet or papyrus, might be sufficient to give 
him some apprehension of the subject; and, 
therefore, his prompt explanations, which have 
subjected him to so many charges of presump- 
tion, were often merely the results of the know- 
ledge, which he had already acquired by long 
and severe investigations. 

I conceive Champollion's success to be, in a 
great measure, attributable to his devoting him- 
self entirely to this particular study. A path 
was opened out to him, and he abandoned him- 
self to it with fondness, energy, and talent. His 
attention being unoccupied by other pursuits^ 
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he was enabled to devote the whole of his time 
to the great object which he had in view : and 
so extensive have been his services to the cause 
of literature, that we should be both illiberal and 
unjust to withhold from him that homage, which 
he has so richly merited. 

The plan of the other divisions of this temple 
was difficult to make out, being nearly full of sand.* 
The sanctuaries, and the room before them, were 
flanked by other rooms, two of which were 
vaulted ; and above these lateral chambers were 
apartments, the access to. which was by two 
flights of stone steps, still remaining. I copied 
in one of these upper rooms an interesting piece 
of sculpture, containing a tablet of hieroglyphics 
and several curioui^ figures, among which the 
delineation of a frog is remarkable. 

To conclude the description of this temple, I 
must observe, that it is far more worthy of ad- 
miration for its highly picturesque and curious 
situation, shaded by palm trees, and with the in- 


* As none of the plans of the ruins are particularly 
curious, and as I think the reader will be fully enabled to 
understand their construction from the picturesque views, I 
have less regret in not being able to publish them. 
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hospitable desert, " the image of immensity *," 
around it, than as a work of art. The archi- 
tecture cannot be called good. In the number 
of small propylons, and in the great distance 

ft 

between them, forming a chain so far exceeding 
in length the body of the temple, and also in 
the small avenues of sphinxes, we may trace a 
miniature imitation of the grand temples at 
Thebes. 

As I have before observed, the columns are 
almost all unfinished, and the sculpture is not 
good ; but when we consider the epoch when 
this edifice was constructed, the imperfection 
of the style is not surprising. Darius, chiefly on 
account of his respect for the popular super- 
stitions, his piety, and his encouragement of the 
arts, was beloved by the people, and was the 


* Las Casas relates of Napoleon, that the desert had al- 
ways a peculiar influence on his feelings ; that he had never 
crossed it without being subject to certain emotions ; that it 
seemed to him an image of immensity, as showing no boun- 
daries, and as having neither beginning nor end ; that his 
imagination was always excited by the recollection of it ; 
and that he took pleasure, on such occasions, in drawing the 
attention of his attendants to the word Napoleon, as meaning 
The Lion of the Desert. -^ Las Casas, liv. viii. p. 62. Turner's 
Sacred History, 1. xi. p. 147. 
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only one of the Persian dynasty, whose name 
was allowed to remain on their edifices. But we 
may reasonably conceive, that during the pre- 
vious violent reign of Cambyses, the arts, long 
before on the decline, must have received so 
deep a wound, that centuries of fostering care 
and protection would be necessary before it 
could in any degree be healed. It is, therefore, 
not surprising to find architecture and sculpture 
of so early a date as the reign of Darius, and 
particularly in such a situation as the Oasis, less 
beautiful than that of some of the Ptolemaic 
temples ; and especially as the latter were con- 
structed at a period justly termed the second 
era of the arts in Egypt. 

Nevertheless, when we consider the situation 
of this temple, and reflect on the fearful deserts 
that surround it ; when we see with all its im- 
perfections so imposing a monument of art in a 
country, which I could never have imagined 
that artists would have chosen for their resi- 
dence, for there is little to study, as nature has 
here few attractions ; we feel confident, that the 
cultivated land must in former times have been 
much more considerable than it is at the present 
day. For even supposing that the temple was 
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erected at the expense of the king or govern- 
ment of Egjrpt, still a population, that required 
not only this but so many other sacred and 
splendid edifices, of which the Oasis now con- 
tains the remains, must have possessed great re- 
sources, and hav6 attained to a degree of opu- 
lence and luxury far exceeding the present 
state of its comparatively wretched and bar- 
barous inhabitants. 
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NECROPOLIS OF THE OASIS. — CHRISTIAN CHURCHES. 

PRACTICE OF EMBALMING CONTINUED BT THE 

CHRISTIANS. GREEK NAMES IN A CAVERN OF THE 

MOUNTAINS. EGYPTIAN TOMB. — ROMAN TOMB. 

SMALL TEMPLES. DEPARTURE FROM EL KHARGEH. 

VILLAGE OF GENAH. ATTACK OF OPHTHALMIA. 

SUCCESSFUL REMEDY. — VILLAGE OF BOULAK. 

Having described the principal temple of el 
Khargeh, I must now give an accomit of the 
objects of interest in its immediate vicinity. 

NECROPOLIS OF THE OASIS. 

We perceived on a hill, a mile and a quarter 
due north from the temple, what appeared to us 
at a distance to be a dwelling-place of the living : 
but recollecting the descriptions of the travellers 
who visited this region before us, we were aware, 
that it must be the necropolis mentioned in their 
works. The distant view of this city of the dead 
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is very striking. The tombs, being built on the 
brow and summit of a hill, and rising gradually 
one above another, are almost all distinctly seen 
from every part of the plain ; and, as some of 
them form streets, the place has quite the 
appearance of a well-built village. 

Notwithstanding the descriptions which have 
been given, the stranger cannot visit the place 
without astonishment. We have at Pompeii a 
street of tombs, and at Rome we see the colum- 
baij : and these buildings of the Oasis are cer- 
tainly not to be compared to the splendid 
monuments of Adrian, Augustus, Caius Cestius, 
and Cecilia Metella, &c. But we have here 
what is still more extraordinary, though less 
beautiful as works of art : — 150 sepulchres, 
forming streets and squares, and well deserving 
the title of a necropolis. The hill, on which 
they are situated, has rather a volcanic appear- 
ance. The sand has drifted into the streets, but 
the height of the hill prevents the edifices being 
overwhelmed by the desert. The good state of 
preservation of them is another proof of tiie 
dryness of the climate. If the Oasis was visited 
with a few such winters as we have in England, 
the majority of them would soon be washed away* 
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The series of views which I have made, will, 
I trust, make the reader perfectly acquainted 
with their architecture. They are built of crude 
unbaked bricks, and consist ahnost invariably of 
one room, the average size of which is about 
20 ft. by 15ft. The interior of these rooms is 
generally ornamented with arches, forming re- 
cesses; and between, or rather supporting the 
arches of the exterior of the tombs, are pilasters 
or columns, also of brick, and built in the wall, 
with a vile style of Doric or Corinthian capital. 
Some of the sepulchres are ornamented with 
domes : but the generality of them have flat 
roofs. In each tomb is a mummy-pit, from two 
to four feet square. All the pits appear to have 
been ransacked, perhaps by the Arabs, in the 
hope of plunder. The chambers are strewed 
with the linen folds of the mummies, consisting 
of that coarse description of cloth, which was 
generally used in Egypt for embalming persons 
of inferior rank : but we found some, in the best- 
constructed tombs, which was of superior tex- 
ture, and which had also a purple border. 

I made a distant view of the necropolis, which, 
however, I shall not give, as it was not taken fi*om 
the most favourable point for exhibiting the 
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tombs ; but. I selected it, as the foreground 
represents one of the sources of the Oasis*, 
shaded with a cluster of doum trees. 

Plate 9. will give the reader a good idea of 
the streets which the sepulchres form. The 
architecture of the first tomb in this view is very 
elegant. The fa9ade is ornamented with four 
pilasters, supporting circular arches : the doorway 
is under the centre arch. The side of the ex- 
terior of the tomb is adorned with six arches, 
supported in a similar manner. The second 
tomb in the view is more lofly, and perhaps still 
more elegant in its form. The exterior is de- 
corated with one large semicircular arch at each 
end; and the sides are ornamented with high 
pillars. 

Some of the tombs in the necropolis are more 
ruined ; but the effect is often striking of the 
rows of sepulchres above each other. Another 
view I made represents a group of •these sepul- 

* I am sorry to find it necessary to state, that I lost some 
of my notes of this journey, containing, among other things, 
the result of several comparisons I made with the thermo- 
meter, between the heat of the water in the sources and that 
of the atmosphere. I can now only state from memory, that 
two hours before sunset the water was many degrees warmer 

tljan the air. 
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chres. The £i9ade of the principal pne is adorned 
with five columns, built in the wall, and with one 
pilaster at each angle, supporting five circular 
arches. The capitals of the columns are now 
much injured; but their Qrder has evidently 
been intended to pass for Corinthian. The sides 
of some of the tombs are not always ornamented 
with arches. 

Plate 10. is a view of one. of these tombs, with 
a very elegant arched porch before the doorway. 
As wiU be seen in the plate, fragments axe still 
visible of the cement, which anciently covered 
the whole of this sepulchre; and which ap- 
parently, firom the vestiges that are still existing, 
protected all the other tombs in the necropolis. 

Another tomb I made a drawing of differs 
entirely fi:om any of the others, being circular, 
and consisting of six open arches supporting a 
dome. The view from this point is very extensive 

over a trackless waste. On a hUl in the extreme 
distance, a castle, containing a ruin, which I shall 
presently describe, was perceptible. 

Plate 11. is a view of the principal edifice in 
the necropolis. It occupies the most con- 
spicious situation, and is imposing both from its 
size and architecture. The fa9ade is ornamented 
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with eleven columns, supporting ten semicircular 
arches. Under each arch is an aperture to 
admit the light, and a triangular niche, which 
has served perhaps to contain an image, or hold 
holy water, or intended for some other religious 
purpose. 

Plate 12. is a drawing of the interior of this 
building. The roof, which has now partly 
fallen in, was supported by circular and square 
columns forming aisles. The cross, or Egyptian 
tau, which is visible m the drawing, and which I 
observed on several parts of this and some of 
the other edifices, and the general plan of the 
building, prove that it has been a Christian 
church ; and, from the material of which it is 
buUt, and the similarity of the exterior deco- 
rations, and from its being undoubtedly of the 
same date as the other tombs, it may be inferred, 
that they are all Christian edifices, or at least, 
were built in an age when Christianity was 
much spread among the Romans. The Maltese 
cross, and the ceiling of a cupola over one of 
the tombs, which is covered with vile daubs of 
painting, representing St. George and other 
saints, must necessarily be Christian. 

The circumstances, which prove that this is a 


128 EMBALMING CONTINUED BY THE CHRISTIANS. 

Christian necropolis, do not, however, detract 
from its interest : on the contrary, it is highly 
satisfactory that we have such indubitable 
evidence to enable us to establish the fact, that 
the custom of embalming the dead was con- 
tinued by the first professors of the Gospel in 
Eastern Africa. 

The introduction of Christianity produced 
great and sudden changes in the minds, habits, 
and customs of believers ; but a length of time 
was no doubt often necessary to root out many 
of the prejudices of the people ; and it is very 
possible, that the practice of embalming may 
have been continued as a necessary mark of 
respect to the dead, long after the doctrine had 
been entirely exploded, in accordance with 
which the custom had been originally esta- 
blished. This practice, however, even in the 
most ancient times, was not confined to the 
worshippers of Amun. The physicians of 
Egjrpt were forty days in embalming Jacob; 
and Joseph also was embalmed in Egypt. 

Some of the tombs, as the reader will per- 
ceive from the views, possess even now a degree 
of elegance, that would any where be admired ; 
and, when they were all perfect and covered 
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with cement, the cemetery must have been 
beautiful. Great pains have evidently been 
devoted, not only to construct them well, but 
also to enhance the picturesque appearance of 
each sepulchre, and the general effect of the 
whole. Considering the material of which they 
are built, it is surprising that they have stood so 
well ; but I observed that the brick work, in the 
formation of the arches especially, was very 
excellent 

This large city of tombs is a further proof of 
the opulence of the former inhabitants of these 
now arid regions. It is not without a certain 
feeling of melancholy, that man visits any 
cemetery ; but as you ramble in these streets of 
sepulchres, where universal solitude and drea- 
riness prevail, where the voice of a fellow 
creature is seldom heard, and where no track is 
visible but that of the timid gazelle or beasts of 
prey, and whence not a single habitation is to 
be seen except these last abodes evidently of 
rich individuals, you are tempted to ask, where 
were their habitations ? Where was their city, 
once, perhaps, so joyous? Has the insatiable 
desert buried them with its waves, and is there 
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now nought remaining but their temples mdr 
their graves ? 

'Tig pleasant, down the depth of ages past 

To venture, re-erect huge capitals. 

And hear the noise of cities now no more. 

Montgomery's MesikUL 

An hour^s ride north of the necropolis, there 
is a fine range of hills which I explored, but 
found no antiquities. Some of them are of 
sandstone, and seem to have furnished mateiial 
for the temple ; but most of the mountains are 
calcareous, chiefly of an extremely soft limestone* 

I noticed a cleft in one of the rocks, appa« 
rently the effect of an earthquake; and the 
narrow cavern thus formed by nature, seems at 
some period of time to have been the abode of 
persecuted Christians, as I observed on the 
rocks the inscriptions of three names in Greek 
characters, accompanied with a representation 
of the Maltese cross. 

North-east of the great temple of el Khargeh, 
there are two tombs, excavated in a low rocky 
hiQock on the plain. The first chamber of the 
largest of them is 18 feet long and 15 wide^ and 
contains columns ornamented with Egyptian 
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capitals and bases. In the second chamber 
there is a mummy pit ; but the columns and 
walls of both the rooms being rough and un^ 
finished, it is probable that the sepulchre has 

never been used. 

A hundred paces to the south of these tombs, 
in the same plain, and rather picturesquely 
situated, are the remains of a curious and poly- 
gonal edifice ; which, I imagine, may have been 
the tomb of some Roman governor. The exterior 
was decorated at the angles with pilasters ; and 
the interior was circular, forming a dome, below 
which was a small vaulted chamber, no doubt 
intended for the body of the dead. 

To the south of the ruin I have just described 
are the remains of a small temple : part of the 
walls of two chambers are still standing. The 
doorways are decorated with the Eg3rptian bead- 
ing and cornice, and also the winged globe. 

South-east of these, on a hill conspicuous from 
every part of the plain, is a high brick enclosure, 
called E Nadara, containing a small temple or 
chamber, of which three walls are standing, or- 
namented with sculpture and hieroglyphics ; but 
unfortunately, on account of the softness of the 
sandstone, of which the building is constructed, 
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they are very much defaced. The Emperors 
Adrian and Antoninus are represented making 
offerings to the different divinities. The hiero* 
gl3rphics are rather illegible, but the style of the 
sculpture is not very bad. 

From this temple beuig constructed in the 
time of Adrian, we may suppose, that it has 
been used as a Roman fortress. A stronger 
and more defensible position could not have been 
selected. The view from this acropolis was very 
extensive, but of a description more calculated 
to inspire melancholy than pleasant feelings. 

Behind me was a dolorous dreary scene, 
With huge and mouldering ruins widely spread. 
Wastes, which had whilome fertile regions been, 
Tombs, which had lost all record of the dead. 
And, where the dim horizon seemed to close, 
Far off the gloomy sepulchres arose. 

SOUTHEY. 

3d Nov. Town of el Khargeh. — This after- 
noon we at length succeeded in tearing ourselves 
away from the interesting ruins of el Klhargeh. 
Notwithstanding that we have obtained such 
rich spoils, I could have wished to stay a few 
days longer. It would have given me pleasure 
to have made fiuiiier excavations, to have cleared 
away the sand from the northern side of the first 
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chamber of the interior of the temple, and to 
have uncovered all the sculpture in the sanc- 
tuaries. Such is the fascination of the study of 
Egyptian antiquities, that whenever I meet 
with an interesting building, I am always re- 
luctant to leave it, so long as there is a drawing 
to take, or a single part to be investigated. 
Perhaps the time that we passed here might 
have been employed more profitably in the 
valley of the Nile : but the value of these ruins 
is enhanced by their peculiar situation, being in 
an Oasis seldom visited, and otherwise offering 
little compensation to the general traveller for 
so toilsome a journey. Those, however, who 
are interested in Egyptian subjects, would con- 
sider the architectural remains an ample indem- 
nification for the fatigue of crossing the desert. 

4dh Nov. Boulak. — This morning was occu- 
pied in receiving the visits of the chiefs of the 
Oasis, examining the town of el Khargeh, and 
drawing the tombs of the sheakhs. We left the 
place at five p. m., and in three hours arrived at 
Genah, a small village, containing a population 
of about 250. The streets are not protected 
from the siin with roofs, like those in the metro- 
polis ; they are, however, effectually shaded by 
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the spreading branches of the orange and pome- 
granate trees, which, with groves of dates, donms^ 
and olive trees, surround the village. The streets, 
or rather lanes, are so narrow, that one of our 
baggage camels got jammed between the two 
waUs of one of these passages, and, at last faUing 
down, blocked up the road completely. We 
were obliged to unload the animal, before we 
could extricate it ; and, fearful of a similar ac- 
cident in a more awkward situation, we relin- 
quished the attempt to pass through the village.. 

Pursuing our desert track, we arrived at half- 
past twelve at the town of Boulak. Our seven 
hours' ride, this evening, has been most uninte- 
resting ; for, except in the immediate vicinity of 
the towns, the route has continually been over 
dreary plains of sand. 

5ih Nov. 1832. — I was confined to my tent 
the whole of this day by a painful attack of 
ophthalmia: and, although in the morning it 
was very severe, yet, by double doses of the 
contents of an inestimable bottle, I have nearly 
subdued it. As some of my readers may wish 
to know what this wonderfiil vial contains — 
what this infallible remedy for such a baneful 
(jomplaint can be, I will tell the history of it» 
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though I cannot fully gratify the desire of the curi- 
ous. The purser of the French frigate, the Luxor^ 
which was built for the purpose of removing one 
of the obelisks from Thebes, was the fabricatol: 
of this extraordinary water. He informed itte^ 
when in Egjrpt, that his father had been attached 
to Napoleon's expedition to that country, tod 
had then discovered this miraculous cure. From 
fear of its being analysed, he had never allowed 
any person to possess more than a very small 
quantity ; but he cured without fee all who came 
to him : Christian and Mussulman, French and 
English, Turk and Arab« When this liquor 
was appUed in time, it wa^ found always to stop 
the most virulent attacks of the disease^ and 
getrerally relieved in a very feiv days even those 
who had been for several raontths martyrs to the 
c^mphant A Turk^ who had suffered for jrears, 
Wsts Completely cured m a fortnight j and^ in 
gratitiide to his benefactoi*, gaive him a horse 
lichly caparisoned. The? Frenchman's faime wafe 
thread throughout the counfry, atid many caittfc 
M Men to far as from Keneh tod Esneh. 

Even the surgeon of the Luxoi* was do sensible 
of ike value of the remedy, and of ite producing 
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no subsequent bad effects, that he sent all the 
officers and men of the vessel suffering from that 
complaint, to the purser or to the hakim 
(doctor), as the natives called him. The appli- 
cation was easy to the hakim» but most painful 
to the patient. He let fall a single drop of the 
water on the ball of each eye, which imme- 
diately spread, and from its pungent nature 
caused, if much irritation existed, the most 
inexpressible torture. In twenty minutes, or 
half an hour, this pain subsided, and a little 
clammy matter was seen to ooze from the eye. 
The remedy, although violent, did not weaken 
the eye in the slightest degree, nor in any 
manner injure the sight 

Knowing that I purposed going into Ethiopia, 
the hakim had the kindness to sell me, for 
about its weight in gold, a small bottle of this 
water ; but under the express condition, that I 
would neither directly nor indirectly allow it to 
be analysed. He said that it was his intention 
to return again to Egypt, and that he expected 
to be able to make his fortune : but whether he 
does or not, I feel most grateful to him for 
having saved me from much torture, as I have 
oflen been obliged to have recourse to the 
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water, and have kept my promise in not allow- 
ing it to be analysed. As this person has now 
left the country, and no further supply is to be 
obtained, I prize the water most highly, and 
cannot afford to use it for the relief of mere 
strangers. The remedy which I generally find 
to succeed with the natives, when applied to by 
them, is sulphate of zinc in strong doses, ten 
grains being dissolved in an ounce of water, and 
a drop of this being put in each eye two or 
three times a day. This is by no means so 
certain a remedy as the hakim's water, but in 
nine cases out of ten I have found it to 
jsucceed. 

When, however, the inflammation and swell- 
ing are so great that the eyes are closed, cupping 
is the only effectual remedy. Mr. Ponsonby, who 
travelled with me in Lower Nubia, was attacked 
with this description of ophthalmia. I sent with- 
out delay for the hakim, alias barber, of a village. 
It was fortunate that the eyes of Mr. P. were 
quite closed; for had he seen the hakim he 
would scarcely have reposed sufficient con- 
fidence in his [skill to submit to the operation. 
The man was actually in rags, and of the most 
imprepossessing appearance, without a single 
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ray of intelligence in his countenance. His 
cups were made of the horns of a cow, and his 
instrument was an old razor, not so decent- 
looking, nor so sharp as a tolerably good stick 
knife. I offered him a lancet, but he said that 
he did not know how to use it. Thinking that 
it would be less painful for Mr. P. to be scarified 
with a sharp than a blunt razor, I gave 
the man one of my own ; but, being unac- 
customed to so fine an instrument^ and not 
aware of the much less force it required, than 
his own blunt knife, he cut too deep j I there- 
fore thought it best to allow him to finish the 
operation in his own way. I must confess, 
indeed, that he did it very expertly, and I may 
add, successfully, as he effected a very sudden 
and almost miraculous cure of Mr. P.'s oph- 
thalmia. 

At Thebes I had two severe attacks of tlus 
disease, which incapacitated me from either read- 
ing, writing, or drawing. Thanks to the hakim's 
water, these attacks were fortunately short \ but 
they were painful while they lasted, and most irk- 
some to support. To be debarred from all mental 
enjoyment and bodily exercise ; to be in the wofid 
and yet see nothing ; and to be without the general 
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resources of the blind, particularly society, this 
was, indeed, tiresome. A Turk might probably 
have amused himself with his beads, but even a 
Mahometan's philosophy would have forsaken 
him in such a situation, especially as the re- 
gimen necessary for this complaint requires the 
sacrifice of the all-consoling pipe. 

The Arabs and Turks having frequently asked 
me for medicine to relieve them from attacks of 
ophthalmia. The water that I applied to their 
eyes invariably caused them extreme pain, 
which, however, they bore with great courage 
and resignation, having implicit faith in the 
skill of a European ; when, however, I desired 
them to give up their pipes, (smoking being 
extremely injurious) " Inshallah I" (please God I) 
they replied, but never had the resolution to do 
so. An opium-eater may refrain from his weed, 
a drunkard may resign his glass; but I 
soon found the absurdity of asking an Oriental 
to abandon his shibouk. Like ice to the Sici- 
lians, macaroni to the Neapolitans, and grog to 
the British sailor, they consider it as their staff 
of life, and conceive it impossible to get through 
the day without it 
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The peasants here brought us a quantity of 
Roman coins^ generally quite illegible^ and some 
small figures in pottery, rudely executed. Mr* 
Hay bought from them a curious little bronze 
Egyptian statue, with a singular ornament on its 
head : the style not bad. Whilst I was lying 
the whole of the day in my tent, tortured by 
the ophthalmia and sickened with ennui, Mr. H. 
and Mr. C. went to the ruins of Kasr Ouaty, 
which I shall not be able to examine until after 
my visit to the temple of Doosh. 

The town, or rather village, of Boulak contains, 

* 

I understand, about 250 or 300 inhabitants. 
Its narrow streets, shaded with groves of orange 
trees, reminded me of Sarentum, — I mean its 
lanes, the most uninteresting part of the place. 
The comparison, however, can be extended no 
further ; nature has adorned that favoured spot 
with every charm : whereas there is here no 
magnificent assemblage of rocks and hills, plains 
and villages, woods and waters; no Vesuvius 
pouring forth its wrath, often destroying the 
hopes and prospects of many at the very time 
that it is the source of wealth and prosperity to 
thousands ; no splendid rocks and caverns ; no 
rich Campagna Felice to gladden the eye j nor 


ANIMALS OF THE DESERT. * 141 

the magnificent, deep blue Mediterranean with* 
its gorgeous sunsets. This little town and its 
groves of fiiiit trees can only be termed beau- 
tiful, when compared to the inhospitable desert 
which encircles it. 

5th. Nov. — We left Boulak this morning, 
and shortly afterwards deviated a little towards 
the east from the direct road, in order to visit 
the ruins of two convents. They are now only 
worthy of remark for the Mrildness and dreari- 
ness of their position, being situated on an 
eminence surrounded by vast downs of sand. 
There are no habitations near them; but the 
rocks in their immediate vicinity have, at a 
distance, the appearance of houses. These 
seem to be now the favourite resort of the wild 
animals which abound in the wilderness. The 
sand was traced every where by the footsteps of 
wolves, gazelles, hyenas, &c.} and I observed 
one place, where apparently a beast of prey had 
surprised a gazelle ; a struggle for existence had 
evidently taken place, the carcase of the victim 
had been conveyed away by its destroyer, but 
the evidence of its destruction still existed* 
Although the gazelles seem to have run and 
gambolled in every direction over the plain, we 
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have seen very few alive. Apparently, they 
only leave their hiding places in the rocks during 
the night, or their number may not be great, as 
the traces exist for a long time, particularly in 
situations sheltered from the wind, and where 
the sand is seldom disturbed. 

It is impossible now to say, whether the 
country immediately surrounding these convents 
was once rich, or whether it has always been as 
wild and fearful as it now is ; and, if its features 
are unchanged, what may have been the motives 
that could influence human beings to select 
such abodes? I can imagine a man, fond of 
literature and science, secluding himself (as in 
former times was often the case), from society, 
when he found that its frivolity, tediousness, 
and general tone did not accord with his tastes 
and habits ; sacrificing the joys and comforts of 
domestic life, and immuring himself within the 
walls of a rich convent or college, where, free 
from care and trouble, and protected at all 
events from many anxieties and vicissitudes, 
he would be enabled to devote his whole life 
to religious exercises or intellectual pursuits. 
Instances are numerous of such men being 
useful ta the world, not only by their theological. 
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productions, but also from the excellence to 
which they have attained in different branches of 
science and general literature ; and many, living 
in this manner, have immortalised themselves as 
painters, sculptors, architects^ and musicians. 
But it was not to abandon themselves to the 
delights of study and philosophical speculations 
that the religious enthusiasts of Alexandria 
forsook the comforts and pleasures of that me« 
tropolis : their lives are reported to have been 
entirely spent in the most severe monastic 
exercises. It might be thought that superstition 
could seldom be of such a firm and durable 
nature, as to sustain a man in the performance 
of duties which are useless to the world and 
unprofitable to himself; yet these enthusiasts 
are said to have voluntarily and perseveringly 
submitted, until the last moments of Ijjieir lives, 
to ordinances and deprivations, at the recital of 
which humanity shudders, and which could 
have no other tendency than to disgust the 
sensible and alarm the timid. 

We passed at two o'clock a little island, if so 
I may call a small green spot in this sea of 
barrenness. It consists of a few date trees, and 
a source of water now almost choked with sand ; 
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and therefore future travellers cannot safely 
trust to it. It afforded us an example of the 
destructive effects of the desert, and of the 
facility with which an unprotected well is en- 
gulphed, surrounding vegetation destroyed, and 
all traces of it soon obliterated. 

After half an hour's repose under the shade, 
we started again, and near midnight arrived at 
another cultivated little island, called Hadegage. 
It contains a fine source of water, beautiful 
dates, and some magnificent doum trees. We 
found on our arrival a party of Arabs seated 
around a blazing fire, which, a^ the nights are 
now rather cold, we also found to be a great 
enjoyment. The Arabs informed us, that they 
belonged to the town of Byrese, and were come 
here for the purpose of attending to a few fields 
of dourah^ which they had cultivated. 

Byrese^ "^th. Nov. — We did not leave Hade- 
gage until four this afternoon; Mr. Ha/s 
dragoman having caught the fever, and being 
unable to bear the motion of the camel, in 
place of which we have procured him an ass. 
We arrived at Byrese by eight o'clock in the 
evening. 

8^. Nov. — Byrese contains a population of 
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about 600 inhabitants, and is therefore the se- 
cond town in the Oasis. It is prettily situated 
on an eminence, one side of which is veiled 
idth immense groves of the staple commodity 
of the country, the palm tree. The other 
sides are surrounded by fields of grain, chiefly 
dourah, which are protected from the encroach- 
ments of the deserts by palisades of the stalks 
of the palm. In this, part of the valley, the 
sand is evidently disturbed by every wind 
that blows, and threatens continually to over- 
whelm all under its waves. Even in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the town, I observed the 
summits of several tombs of sheakhs, appearing 
above the surface ; and, were it not for the 
labours of its inhabitants, Bjrrese itself, notwith- 
standing its elevated situation, would soon be 
covered with the desert 

There is only one source of water at Bjo'ese, 
but, being the most copious in the Oasis, it is 
quite sufficient for the population. It fills a 
large bason.. The laws and regulations, foa: 
ifcsr equal distribution among the different 
cultivators, are rigorously and impartially ob- 
served. 
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The inhabitants of this town have apparently, 
no more curiosity than the natives of el 
Khai^eh. They never once stepped out of the 
houses to look at us. I fear, that our being 
known to be Christians, is one cause of their 
not caring to visit us ; but perhaps their chiefi 
have forbid them. 

The peasants here, are by no means poor. 
They carry on a trade with the Nile, inde- 
pendent <^ the metropolis, el Khargeh. I 
mentioned in crossing the desert, that we passed 
on our left a road, which led to this town* 
There is also another road to Esneh, which, 
being one of tibe largest and most commercial 
cities in Upper Egjrpt, is of course an excellent 
mart for their dates, rice, and other ifruit They 
there supply themselves with various mana* 
factured articles, and .especially with wheats 
part of which th^ formerly sold to the caravan 
to Darfour ; which always remained here a day 
or two, for the Sake of commerce, to rest the 
camels before recommendng the traverse of the 
desert, and to supply itself with whatever might 
be required in the route southward. I saw in 
the town, several women with their faces era* 
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covered. Their persons were adorned with 
ornaments of gold and silver, and some very 
curious shell necklaces. The children were 
profusely decorated with shells. 
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CHAP. IX. 

DEPARTURE FROM BOULAK. TRACES OF WILD ANI- 
MALS. — HADEGAGE. — ^TOWN OF BYRESE. — COMMERCE. 

— VILLAGE OF EL MAKS. VILLAGE OF DOOSH. 

TEMPLE OF DOOSH. BRICK TEMPLE. — DIFFICULTY 

OF PENETRATING TO DARFOUR. 


8th. Nov. — I LEFT the town of Bjrrese in the 
morning by nine o'clock, with the intention of 
coming direct to this temple. Being anxious 
not to lose any time, and to commence my 
labours with the pencil as soon as possible, I 
parted from the caravan, and, pushing on my 
dromedary, arrived in three hours at the village 
of el Maks. I then found that I had taken the 
wrong path, the temple being an iiour and a 
half, or four and a half miles to the east of this 
place. 

The village of el Maks is the last of the 
Oasis. Its source of water is but scanty ; the 
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'cultivated land limited, and not very productive ; 
the population, about lOO, There is an^ air of 
greater neatness about the place than the ge- 
nerality of Arab villages possess. At a distance, 
it may be said to appear rather pretty. 

I procured a peasant at el Maks, to show me 
the road to the village and temple of Doosh. 
Another mistake of the direction, for road there 
is none, would have been awkward, as a traveller 
may easily lose himself among these deserts of 
sand. In an hour we arrived at the village of 
Doosh, which is about the same size as el Maks, 
and also rather pretty. 

The natives of these two small hamlets, and 
also of the town of Byrese, are more robust and 
healthy in their appearance than the inhabitants 
of the metropolis, el Khargeh. This may be 
attributable to their situation being more ele- 
vated, and therefore more exposed to the strong 
north winds, which would carry off any malaria 
engendered by the exhalations of the rice fields, 
or arising from the sources; and perhaps the 
water is more salubrious. The greater health- 
iness of these two villages, at the extremity of 
the Oasis, may also in some degree arise from 
' their population being less numerous and poorer, 
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and from their being obliged to work harder to 
earn a subsi^itence. I am describing only the 
appearance of the natives, for they themselves 
say, that the fever annually visits every village 
in the Oasis ; and certainly it was in the less 
populous places that our caravan suffered most 
from the complaint : but, from the almost inde- 
lible traces of its effects on the citizens of the 
metropolis, its ravages are evidently there most 
virulent. 

At both these small villages, as at Byrese and 
el Khargeh, we observed the same indifference, 
apathy, and want of curiosity on the part of the 
inhabitants. Though some years had passed 
since any Europeans had visited them, and 
although not more than about a dozen have pro- 
bably ever been in these places, scarcely any of 
the inhabitants (except the sheakhs, who might 
consider it a matter of duty to pay us visits), 
ever came near our encampment. 

We could not but notice this circumstance, 
and of course we regretted it, as we had thus less 
opportunity of observing their manners, and of 
obtaining information. If indeed dark-coloured 
Africans were to visit a small village in one of 
our wild and unvisited regions, and should take 
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up their abode there a few days, for what might 
seem to the people if not an inadequate, at all 
events a mysterious, reason, the probability is, 
that they would have too much, rather than too 
little, of the company of the natives. Not only 
the women and children, but the men also, both 
young and old, would assemble to watch the 
movements of the strange visitors. 


TEMPLE OF DOOSH. 

These ruins, also, are more remarkable for 
their situation in the Oasis, than for the beauty 
of their architecture. They are however cu- 
rious, as one of them bears the names of the 
Roman emperors, Trajan, Domitian, and Adrian, 
in hieroglyphics, and of the first and last in a 
Greek inscription. They afford' satisfactory 
evidence of the flourishing state of the Oasis, 
during the reigns of these kings ; since it evi- 
dently must then have been of more importance, 
or they would not have gone to the expense of 
building and decorating a place of worship, such 
as this is. 

The principal temple, together with many 
other habitations, standing on an eminence and 
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being protected by a thick wall, led us to 
imagine that the builders did not conceive 
themselves very safe in their possessions; ot 
wherefore the necessity of fortifying themselves 
in such a manner ? 

The brick wall of the enclosure is well exe- 
cuted^ containing staircases and galleries within 
the wall. For what purpose these passages 
were constructed, cannot now be ascertained. 
They remind us of the legends of the feudal 
times, when every castle had its secret galleries, 
passages, and staircases, to screen the person or 
villainy of its lord. One side of the foundations 
of the vestibule is remaining. Its length must 
have been 63 ft. ; it led up to a doorway, 
which is still existing. 

The stone part to the first wing of this door- 
way seems to have been of brick, but it is now 
destroyed. In the western wing, a room and 
staircase may still be traced.* 

* The stone part of the propylon, butit m the usual 
Egyptian manner, is 17 feet 8 inches wide, and 13 fbet 10 
inches long. The widest part of the interior, that is, the usual 
recess^ which is 9 feet long, is 8 feet 2 inches wide ; and the 
narrowest between the door parts at ^aeh end, wbteh are 
2 feet 5 inches long, is 6 feet 8 inches wide. 
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' t)n the architrave, over the door of this pro- 
<pylon, is the Greek inscription mentioned above, 
which I copied (See appendix). It was written 
in the nineteenth year of the reign of Adrian, 
whose name it bears. 

Two brick walls, the traces of which still 
exist, seem to have connected the wings of the 
iirst propylon with the wall of the great en* 
closure, a distance of 97 ft-; and from the 
traces of columns, which are still remaining, this 
appears to have been filled with courts and 
chambers, ornamented with columns, fragments 
of five of which still remain, being 2 ft. in dia- 
meter. I observed also some capitals, rather well 
executed, in the Egyptian style; but others 
almost resembled the Roman doric. 

The walls connecting the first propylon to the 
enclosure, being six feet thick, show the pre- 
<^utions which were taken for the security of 
the only approach into the acropolis. The 
second propylon is precisely of the same form as 
the first, although its dimensions are smaller ; 
the exterior of it only measuring 10ft. 5 in. in 
width, and 12ft. 9 in. in length. The interior 
is ornamented with a little sculpture, but of no 
"value. There is a representation of a king: 
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his name however is not l^ble. The wings 
of this pylon are the walls of the enclosure ; its 
southern front (the temple stands nearly north 
and south), is 36 ft. from the vestibule of the 
sekos, or body of the temple. 

Plate IS. is a view of the latter, taken from 
the most favourable point : a fracture of the 
enclosure shows the desert in the distance, and 
exhibits the vast thickness and solidity of the 
fortifications. The view shows the situation of 
the edifice close to the eastern wall, the side of 
the temple, and the &9ade, which is its chief 
attraction. 

The sculpture, which adorns the fa9ade, is 
partially exhibited in this view. The Roman 
emperor is represented making offerings, in 
the first line, to Serapis, who has the head- 
dress of the globe and two feathers; in the 
second, to Isis, with the head-dress of the 
globe and horns; in the third to Horns, with 
the hawk's head and a helmet upon it ; and again, 
in the line beneath, to Isis, with a globe and 
horns. The style of the sculpture is not very 
bad ; but the hieroglyphics, from the softness of 
the sandstone, are almost illegible. The decor- 
ations of the vestibule, and the confused mass of 
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brick buildings beyond the temple, ore also shown 
in this view. 

The little vestibule, or first room of the body 
of the temple, measures in the interior 13 ft. 
8 in. long, and 16 ft. broad. The fa9ade was 
ornamented with columns, the intercolumniation 
being built up to a certain height in an oma^ 
mental manner, with headings and cornices, to 
resemble monolithic temples; a style of building 
very commonly adopted by the Ptolemies and 
Romans in Egjrpt. It is now much injured, 
sufficient only remaining to show what it has 
been. 

This vestibule leads into a portico or room, 
27 ft. long and 17 ft. 6 in. wide, which contains 
four columns, 2 ft. 3 in. in diameter. The capi- 
tals are much dilapidated, and have never been 
finished, being totally without any of the usual 
decorations; the shafts are without sculpture, 
and are half buried in the sand, which has 
drifted in from the desert. A doorway, on 
the west side of the room, leads into a passage, 
21ft. by 2 ft. There are three doors at the 
south end : the one in the centre, ornamented 
with the Egyptian cornice and with small-sized 
sculpture, which represents a king, in an almost 
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prostrate position, making offerings to small 
representations of the divinities, Serapis, Isis, 
and Horus, leads into a sanctuary 10 ft. 5 in. 
by 8 ft. 2 in. ; and another doorway leads into 
the inner sanctuary, of precisely the same size. 

The other two doors lead into galleries, which 
flank the sanctuaries ; the one on the east side is 
22 ft. 10 in. long and 4 ft. 9 in. wide, and the one 
on the west is 22 ft. 6 in. long and 4 ft. 6 in. 
wide. These rooms were so crowded with bats, 
that it was rather unpleasant to obtain their 
dimensions. 

The posterior wall of the temple is ornamented 
with sculpture. The figures are large and toler- 
ably well executed, but, on account of the soft- 
ness of the sandstone, much defaced ; and some 
of the hieroglyphics are scarcely legible. The 
Emperor Domitian is represented making offer- 
ings of incense to a divinity, with the hawk's 
head and plain helmet, called, in the hieroglyphics 
above him, Horus, son of Isis. The divinity 
behind the latter is, I conceive, Osiris : the only 
hieroglyphic legible is the eye, sufficient how- 
ever from its position to determine his name. 
After these divinities there are two lines of 
hieroglyphics, forming the centre of the tablet. 
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They are much broken, and contain merely 
titles. 

On the same side the Emperor is again repre- 
sented, making offerings to the divinity with 
the head-dress of two feathers, probably Osiris j 
but the hierogl3^hics are destroyed. Behind 
the latter is Isis, with the head-dress of the 
globe and horns ; in front of her are two lines 
of hieroglyphics, containing her usual titles. 
At each end was a line of hieroglyphics, now 
very much defaced : a fragment, which I copied, 
alludes to the king offering incense to Osiris and 
Isis. Above this tablet is a line of small figures 
and divinities, vultures with outstretched wings, 
and a very clever representation of a cat, — the 
only figure of this animal that I recollect having 
seen delineated on either an Egyptian temple or 
tomb. 

About sixty yards from the enclosure, con- 
taining the temple I have just described, there 
is a curious brick ruin, which has also evidently 
been a temple. The first court (plate 14.) i^ 
nearly dilapidated; but the second and third 
room are in tolerable preservation : the roof of 
the fourth and last chamber, being broken, pro- 
duces a beautiful effect. 
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Over the doorway, as will be seen in the view, 
is a gothic arch. This btiildmg has certamly 
been neither a Coptic church, nor Arab mosque. 
Any one indeed, accustomed to the study of the 
antiquities of Egypt, could not but see the resem- 
blance of the plan of the edifice to the temples 
in the valley of the Nile, constructed by the 
Romans. I have no hesitation, therefore, in 
considering it as a sacred structure. The plan is 
not very unlike that of the stone temple within 
the enclosure : the workmanship has the appear- 
ance of being ancient : and, although there are 
no representations of divinities which may be ac- 
counted for from its being built of brick, and not- 
withstanding that it is the only known instance 
e^dsfing of a temple being entirely constructed 
irfsuch material, I nevertheless beKeve it may 
have been devoted to the services of Egyptian 
worship. Perhaps it was dedicated to some 
particular divinity; or, what is more probable, 
it may have been used temporarily, until the 
other temple was completed. • 

The houses within the enclosure are almost 

* The Test^ule measures 21 ft. in length, and 84 in 
breadth : the first chamber is 18ft. long, 12 broad ; the se- 
cond, 14 ft. by 12 ; and the third is 7 ft. in length. 
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a mass of ruins ; but some of them seem to have 
been well built, although their small size de- 
notes neither comfort or opulence. The enclo- 
sure meaures 200 feet by 180. 

I have now described the most southerly 
temple in the Oasis. I could have wished that 
this was but the b^inning of my journey, and 
that I were now on my way to Darfbur. Browne 
found no temples, either here or in the latter 
kingdom. As he passed then so many in this 
Oasis, it is very possible that some may exist 
even in the kingdom of Darfour ; particularly 
when we consider that he saw a very small 
portion of the country, and had rarely an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining correct information. 

A journey to Darfour is however not at 
present practicable ; for, even if the European 
traveller had an opportunity of going thither, 
the king is so jealous and fearful of the pasha 
of Egypt, that he would assuredly treat him as 
a spy; particularly as he may be aware that 
there are several Franks in the employ of the 
pasha. A stranger therefore would have now 
less chance of obtaining correct information, of 
being able to examine the country, and of finally 
escaping from the king's power, than even our 


160 DIFFICULTY OF PENETRATING TO DARFOUR. 

unfortunate countryman^ Browne, had; who 
may be considered as the victim of those reli- 
gious prejudices, which are as yet unabated, 
and of those petty intrigues and that unprin- 
cipled villany which* too often accompany 
despotic sway, when lodged in the hands of 
individuals, uneducated and licentious, unre- 
strained by any fear of loss of character, and 
not guided by a correct sense of right prin- 
ciples% 
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QUARREL WITH THE NATIVES. — ILLNESS OF MR. HAY'S 
DRAGOMAN. — INFLUENCE OF COFFEE ON ORIENTALS. 

SUPERSTITION OF A SHEAKH. TEMPLE OF KASR 

ZIAN. TEMPLE OF KASR OUATY. ATTACK OF 

FEVER. DEPARTURE FROM THE OASIS. REMARKS 

ON THE INHABITANTS. SUFFERINGS OF OUR 

CAMELS.— «f()Y OF THE ARABS ON ARRIVING IN 
SIGHT OF THE NILE. — CONGRATULATIONS ON OUR 
SAFE RETURN. 

1 %th Nov.^ Hadegage. — Mr. H. and Mr. C. 
left the temple of Doosh a few hours before I 
was ready ; and as my men were preparing to 
follow them, we had a slight afi^ with the 
natives, which might have ended seriously. 
The cause was of a very trifling nature : — My 
man Mustapha refused to pay one of the pea- 
sants twenty paras (two-pence) extra for some 
iTowls which he had bought. The Arab said, 
he would make my servant pay what he pleased ; 
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and Mustapha said, he would only give him the 
regular price. 

The man went away in a rage, and came 
back with eight of his friends. My attendants 
were loading the camels. They stopped them, 
tore off one of the boxes, vowed they would 
seize all the goods, and were beginning to beat 
the servants, when Mustapha took my gun and 
pistols, which I had left in the tent, and ran to 
me in the temple. I hastened to the spot ; but 
whether it was fear of my fire-arms, dread of a 
European, or shame for their inhospitable con- 
duct, which gave speed to their feet, I know 
not; and, although I was anxious to speak to 
them, and to learn from themselves thje cause 
of their complaint, and called out to them in 
a friendly tone, they were evidently either afi^aid 
or ashamed, and were out of sight in a moment. 
As I was aware that many of the natives of the 
Oasis have guns, I thought it not improbable, 
that they might be running home for theirs. 
I considered it, therefore, prudent to withdraw 
from the place, and join my companions at 
Byrese without delay. 

The habeer having gone with Mr. H. and 
Mr. C, and the man, who professed to be my 
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guide, not being very competent, we missed the 
direct path, and had to wade through several 
tracts of deep sand, before we arrived at Bjrrese. 
Travelling in such a region as this requires a 
little caution ; for if a mistake is not positively 
dangerous, yet it is extremely inconvenient. 
Mr. H. and I lingered afterwards in the evening 
behind the caravan to make some drawings; 
and, as night came on, we should scarcely have 
found this place (Hadegage) if our party had not 
lighted a fire as a signal. 

Mr. Hay's dragoman is not yet recovered 
from the fever: his strength is, indeed, so re- 
duced, that he can bear very little fetigue. Were 
it not for the greater plainness of their food, 
and the healthy influence of the labour which 
they are obliged to undergo, I feel persuaded, 
that the average of the mortality among the 
lower orders would greatly exceed that of the 
better educated ranks of society. The latter, 
generally, possess a certain moral coiurage and 
strength of nerve, which enables them to throw 
off diseases, under which their less powerful or 
impaired constitutions would otherwise sink. 

Mr. H/s dragoman sighs and moans from 
morning to night, thinks it impossible he can 
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escape from such a baneful climate ss this, or 
undergo the fatigue of crossing the Desert ; and» 
he fancies that he shall never i^gain see his wife 
and children in his native island, Malta. We 
all endeavoured to rally his courage ; but his 
spirits are so dejected, that our efforts are almost 
useless. 

This place abounds with dry wood, which, 
has afforded us a glorious fire, and as great 
enjo3rment, although in the open air, as we 
could have experienced in a warm drawing, 
room in England. 

13th of Nov. — I left Hadegage early this 
morning, and riding quick, arrived m four hours 
at Boulak. A few of the peasants came to me 
as I was reposing on my carpet and smoking my . 
pipe. I gave one of them a little tobacco, 
which being of a superior description to any he 
had probably, ever smoked before, opened his 
heart, and made him more communicative than 
the natives, in this region generally are. 

I wanted information about the population of. 
the different villages, a subject they particularly 
avoid talking about. My new acquaintance, 
who. had tasted the tobacco, was apparently 
inclined to answer this question ; but I saw that 
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he was deterred by the grave looks of his 
friends. As a last resource I ordered my man 
to make me coffee, and I gave each of them a 
cup, which had the desired effects 

It is astonishing to observe the power which 
a fingan of hot coffee has upon the hearts of 
Orientals. It has, in fact, far more influence 
than' a glass of spirits or ale on an Englishman, 
or a bottle of wine on our continental neigh- 
bours. I have heard of travellers extricating 
themselves from various diflSculties merely by a 
judicious application of this soothing beverage. 

The muleteer of a friend of mme, on arriving 
at a small village in Syria, consisting of a few huts 
and, as is usual, a coffee-house, refused to con- 
tinue the journey because, he had heard, that 
there were brigands on the road. His employer 
offered him more money and a handsome back- 
sheesh. No : the man was obstinate, sat down 
doggedly in a comer of the cafe, and would not 
listen to any offers. 

There was no Turkish authority in the neigh- 
bourhood to apply to in this dilemma ; nor, if 
there had, was my friend's agreement such, bs 
would have justified him in insisting on the 
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man's pursuing the journey. Neither a mule 
nor any substitute was to be obtained in the 
neighbourhood, as the beasts of burden had 
been all taken for the war. The traveller was 
in despair. Having, however, heard of the 
wonderful influence of coffee in restoring the 
good temper, and in softening the hearts of the 
children of the East, he thought this a fair 
opportunity of trying its efficacy. He ordered 
a cup of coffee for himself, and at the same 
time, presOTted one in a very civil manner to 
the muleteer, who, however, refused the offer ; 
but my fiiend, perceiving that he eyed it rather 
wistfully, determined to persevere. 

Some villagers soon afterwards came mto the 
room, and the traveller treated them to coffee. 
A cup was given to ieach, and the muleteer, 
unable to resist any longer, took the one which 
was offered him* After the usual interval of 
smoking a pipe, my friend ordered more coffee, 
and gave another cup, and also a pipe of his own 
real gible toljacco to the muleteer, the united 
effects of which had such an influence in 
softening his stubborn heart, and in restoring 
his reasoning powers, that, whereas, before he 
would not listen to any proposition, he now 
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allowed himself to be convinced that it was his 
interest to proceed on the journey* 

I was amused at the superstitious dread of 
one of the sheakhs. He had thrown himself on 
the ground in a very picturesque attitude ; upon 
which I took out my paper and pencil, and 
began to sketch him : but he started up in an 
instant, retired to a considerable distance, threw 
himself on his knees, and began telling his 
beads and saying his prayers, while he continued 
to watch me very anxiously, to see whether I 
was still drawing him, or, as he supposed, exer- 
dsmg my magic upon him. 

TEMPLE OF KASR ZIAN, 

> iSthNov. 1832. — The temple of Kasr Zian 
i^ situated on slightly elevated ground, in a large 
plain : plate 15. will show its appearance at a 
distance. The foreground of this view, consisting 
of palm trees and acacias bordering the course of 
a stream, will give the reader a good idea of the 
scenery near the brooks I have before alluded 
to, and for this reason I have selected it. The 
crude brick indosure, which surrounds the tem- 
ple, is 230 ft. long from north to south, and 84 ft. 
broad, and 3 ft. 2 in. in the thickness of the wall. 
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The entrance into it is on the south side, through 
a stone doorway of the usual form ; 64 ft. 6 in. 
from the latter is a court of bricks, 49 ft* long, 
and 18ft. wide. About the . entrance are frag- 
ments of stone, on one of which is part of a 
Greek inscription. Plate 16. is taken from the 
southern end of the inclosure. The ruins of 
the brickwork are strikingly picturesque, and 
particularly curious, as evincing the great pains 
and knowledge exhibited in its original con- 
struction. Here also, as at Doosh (see plate 
16.), there are passages, cleverly constructed in 
the thick outside wall. The bricks are of a 
large size, and, as it seems to have been the 
case invariably, unbaked. 

In the centre of the view is the temple, which 
is, however, better shown in plate I7. The 
fa9ade of this edifice, which is 13 ft. from the 
brick court, is 25 ft. wide, and consisted simply 
of a doorway, the lintels of which are omamented< 
with sculpture, above which, as is usual, is the 
Eg3rptian beading and cornice, adorned with 
the winged globe. The angles of the temple 
were also decorated with the Egyptian beading, 
which was, moreover, continued from angle to 
angle under the cornice, at the top of the edifice. 
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The length of the exterior of the temple is 
44 ft 6 in. The entrance, 4 ft. 6 in. wide, and 
4 ft. deep, in the centre of the &9ade, leads into 
a first chamber in the interior, which is 26 ft. 
9 in. long, and 19 ft- 6 in. wide. A door, in the 
north-west comer of this room, leads out into 
the inclosure i and another leads into the sanc- 
tuary, which is 16 ft. Sin. wide, and 7ft- 4 in. 
long. Opposite the entrance is a recess, which 
was probably once used to contain a statue of 
the divinity. On the west side of the sanctuary 
is a room, 10ft. long, and 2 ft. 7 in. wide. The 
temple, like that at Doosh, faces nearly south ; 
and is in like manner situated nearer to the 
eastern than to the western side of the inclosure, 
being respectively 35 ft. 6 in. and 16 ft. 6 in. 
from the two walls. 

The sculpture on the doorway of the fa9ade 
represents the emperor Antoninus, or rather 
Caesar, as he is called, making offerings to 
divinities, with the attributes of Kneph, Osiris, 
Isis, and Horus. As the god in the top row 
on each side has the head-dress of the ram^ 
I conceive the temple to be dedicated to Kneph. * 
The Greek inscription, also, which J copied 
there, and have presented in the Appendix, says 
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the temple is dedicated to Amenebis (that is 
Amun Neb or Amun Kneph), and to other 
associated gods. 

I copied some lines of the hieroglyphics, which 
are still remaining ; but they are not interesting, 
except as containing the name of Antoninus, 
whose name is found also in the inscription. 

13th Nov. — I left Kasr el Zian, and in an 
hour arrived at the temple of Kasr Ouaty. As 
plate 18. shows, the building is situated on a 
hill, conunanding an extensive view of the plain. 
The brick walls, which also inclose this temple, 
are better preserved than is generally the case. 
This plate also is a fair specimen of the scenery 
in the Oasis, and particularly of the doum trees, 
which are so common here, and so little known 
in Europe. The sand has accumulated under the 
shelter of the southern waU of the inclosure, and 
has, moreover, penetrated into the rooms of the 
temple. The inclosure is crowded with rudely con- 
structed mud huts, apparently Christian. Some 
of them form the foreground of the view (plate 
19. )> 3iid certainly detract a little from the. effect 
of the two splendid Ptolemaic columns ; which 
with their rich and still nearly perfect capitals, 
ornament the fa9ade of the vestibule. 
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A glance at the plate will suffice for the reader, 
to understand fully the distribution of the first 
chamber of this temple. The groimd plan of 
this vestibule is almost similar to that of the 
temple of Doosh; and the remainder of the 
edifice differs but little from that of Kasr el 
Zian. 

The sculpture on the doorway, leading into 
the interior, represents a king offering incense 
to Amun Ra, Maut, Honsoo, and Horus. The 
principal divinity to whom the temple is dedi-* 
cated, is Amun Ra* His usual phonetic name 
in hieroglyphics is accompanied with various 
titles, such as King of the Gods, God divine, 
Lord of Heaven, &c. The only name I found 
in the temple, was that of Ptolemy Euergetes j 
and as this is repeated in various places, there is 
no doubt but that he constructed the whole of 
the edifice. 

The style of the sculpture, and particularly 
the capitals of the columns of the vestibule, 
would alone have been sufficient for me, in de- 
ciding on the probable epoch of its construction. 
But the science of hieroglyphics fortunately en- 
ables us to read the name itself of the king, at 
whose expense the building was erected, and 
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thus restores to him the credit, which he de- 
serves for his munificence and liberality. 

If an inscription was found on any of our 
celebrated edifices in England, proving beyond 
doubt, that it had been erected by any particular 
monarch, such a discovery would be hailed as 
an important historical fact Hieroglyphics 
have been the means of innumerable discoveries 
of this description ; and yet there are some 
persons, who consider the study of them to be 
useless. 

14fth Nov. — On returning to my tent from 
my labours in the temple this evening, I felt 
unwell, and dined with little appetite. Fatigued, 
out of spirits, and incapable either of reading or 
writing, I went to bed. I had not been long 
undressed, when I was seized with a most 
violent fit of the ague. Not only Mr. Hay's 
dragoman, but also several of our camel mai, 
have had the fever. I was therefore sufficiently 
acquainted with the symptoms to be quite cer- 
tain what my complaint was. 

The attack upon me was, however, much 
more violent than upon them. I determmed 
to stop the disease, if possible, by strong doses 
of James's powder; but I was so convulsed 
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with the ague, that I was obliged to get Mr. 

« 

Hay to measure me out the proper quantity. 
What with the. medicine and hot tea, the ague 
itself soon subsided, but left me distracted with 
fever. I passed a wretched night: my tent 
seemed to go round with me, like a whirligig ; 
and visions of temples, ruins, hieroglyphics, 
sculpture of gods and goddesses, and no less, 
divine Arabs and Europeans, deserts, and the 
bleaching bodies of camels and of men, crowded 
on my brain, in confused and unmteUigible 
order. 

I had. directed Mustapha to sit up in my 
tent until two o'clock ; at which time I intended 
to take a second dose of the powders. I pro* 
mised. him a backsheesh, if he would manage 
to keep awake. He seemed indignant that he 
should be supposed capable of sleeping, when 
his EfFende was mishowish (unwell). . A slight 
perspiration, produced by the first dose of the 
medicine, diminished the delirium. When at 
last I looked at my watch, I found that it was 
three o'clock, an hour after the time I intended 
again taking the powder; and that my faithftd. 
Mustapha was sound asleep. 

The second dose^ coming so soon after the 
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first, had such a violent effect upon me, during 
the rest of the night, and the whole of the fol- 
lowing day, that it reduced me more in twenty- 
four hours than I could have conceived to be 
possible. This sharp assault, however, having 
been completely succesi^ul in dislodging the 
enemy, I prevented his returning by strong 
doses of quinine. 

\5th Nov. — I should have made another 
drawing this morning of the temple, had my 
strength permitted me; but I felt so reduced 
by the fever of yesterday, that I found it pru- 
dent to reserve the little force I was still pos- 
sessed of, in order to support the fatigues of the 
jourjiey across the desert This evening is fixed 
for our departure from the Oasis, and I rather 
dread the attempt; but, as I feel that I am 
free from feveri and have therefor^ nothing but 
weakness to overcome, I prefer starting with 
my companions to remaining any longer here. 
I could wish, indeed, to visit the other Oases, 
particularly that of Dakkel to the west of this ; 
and, had I time, I would fi>llow the route of the 
army of Cambyses, and mighty perhaps, have 
greater success in reaching the Oasis of Amun ; 
but I have a still higher object in view. If an 
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. artist I have engaged from Italy is arrived at 
Thebes, I shall set out immediately upon my 
return, for Ethiopia; and shall visit the anti-* 
quities of what was anciently called the Island 
of Meroe. I am obliged, therefore, to relinquish 
the idea of visiting the other Oases, as such a 
journey would require the remainder of the 
winter, and the heat would then prevent my 
penetrating into the south. 

Stimulated by the prospect of visiting Ethiopia, 
and with the hope that I should find my artist 
arrived on our return to Thebes, I left the 
Oasis without a regret, and mounted my dro- 
medary with resolution unabated, although my 
physical strength was sadly reduced. The ani- 
mal's motion has fatigued me less this evening, 
than, from my weak state, I could have ex- 
pected; but I am now become habituated to 
it, and therefore less sensibly inconvenienced 
by it 

We are encamped in the valley, at the foot 
of the mountain, which forms the eastern 
boundary of the Oasis. Our camels have been 
so shamefully neglected by their owners, that 
many of them are reduced almost to skeletons ; 
fiplrtunately our provisions are almost consumed. 
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and therefore their burdens will be lighter. 
One of them died this morning of fetigue ; and, 
had we not ourselves brought grain to nourish 
them, we should, I think, be obliged to abandon 
both our luggage and most of the animals, in 
the wilderness. 

I6th Nov. — Mr. Hay remained at the temple 
yesterday evening, after we left:, and did not 
rejoin us until this morning. On pitching our 
tents last night, we put up a lantern as a signal ; 
which^ however, on account of the unevenness 
of the plain, he did not perceive ; and, as he 
was fearfiil of losing the track, or passing the 
caravan in the darkness of the night, he acceded 
to the suggestion of his camel-man, and passed 
the night imder the shelter of a hill. The man 
merely scooped him out a bed in the sand, such 
as the animals of the desert make for themselves. 
He did not, however, seem this morning to be 
at all the worse for having passed the cold night 
in the open air, without any other covering than 
his doak; and although he had been obliged 
to retire to his comfortless bed, hungry and 
thirsty, without any thing either to eat or 
drink. 

After ascending the mountain which bounds 
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the OasLsy we lingered some time at the summit, 
to take, I may certainly say, our last view of 
the place ; for having, as the Arabs say, got all 
its antiquities on paper, and having provi- 
dentially once escaped its pestilential atmosphere, 
we shall never, I think, by any possibiUty, have 
the slightest inclination to revisit such a baneful 
region. If I had been sufficiently well, I 
should probably liave made a drawing of the 
valley from this point, as the view, although 
not picturesque, is certainly curious and very 
descriptive of the place. 

Mr. Hay did make a drawing of it ; but I was 
obliged to content myself by idly gazing from 
my dromedary, and meditating upon its pe- 
culiarities. It was not, however, the towns 
and villages, the groves of date trees, the 
courses of the streams, the mounds of sand, the 
long horizontal hills forming a vast natural wall, 
the tufa mountain, the magnificent foreground 
to this view, which excited so much my at- 
tention, as the thought of the extraordinary 
condition of the inhabitants. 

It is melancholy to see human beings leading 
such an apathetical, listless, indolent life ; we 
nevertheless must not call them unhappy, 

N 


178 REMARKS OK THE INHABITANTS. 

since they have the appearance of being con- 
tented. The hot climate and disease produce 
a reluctance to exertion; and nature indulges 
their want of energy and disinclination to labour^ 
furnishing them abundant crops of dates, the 
sale of which alone provides a sufficient main- 
tenance to the greater part of the inhabitants. 
As I have said before, those who ar^ at all 
industrious generally become comparatively 
rich : but the habit of the greater number is to 
take no thought for the morrow, satisfied as 
they are, if, by a trifling exertion, they can 
earn sufficient to supply the wants of the present 
day. 

How miserable would be the lot of any man» 
who should be translated from the rich plains of 
a civilised community, and compelled to reside 
in such a region as this ! I recollect, indeed, 
when I was a boy^ meeting with a woman, 
seemingly quite contented, at a farm-house in 
one of the mountain recesses of Cumberland, 
who told me, that for a dozen years she had 
not seen a village, or a town, or any human 
beings, except her husband, and a few neighbours 
and travellers, who sometimes visited her lonely 
and wild abode. I can conceive even an un- 
cultivated mind happy, when thus isolated from 
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the world : the very variety of climate, scenery, 
and the seasons breaks the monotony of ex« 
istence in the most sequestered region ; and the 
conmion duties of life are, in such a situation, 
more likely to become pleasures. Every one, 
moreover, feels a certain attachment to the 
place of his birth : the mere possession of health 
is in itself* a blessing ; and it is by no means to 
be supposed, that those who are of the lower 
grades of life are insensible to the wonders of 
creation and the bounties of Provid^ice. The 
sun, which lights up the valleys, and burnishes 
with its golden tints the lofty hills, shines upon 
them, as well as upon the more cultivated and 
more refined. The clouds and vapours are 
their usual weather-glass ^ and, as they watch 
them curling up the mountains, although they 
may not possess the art of defining their 
emotions, their minds are often undoubtedly 
filled with pleasurable feelings, excited by the 
beauties and the wonders of their native land. 
They are generally close observers of nature, 
notidng with silent delight the trees bursting 
forth into Hoom, the heath assuming its purple 
tints, autumn variegating the forest with its 
golden hues, and winter covering the face of 
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the earth with its mantle of snow. The herds 
in the rich pastures, and the flocks upon the 
mountains, are to the uncultivated sage as com- 
panions. These are a few of the feelings which 
may cause an European to be attached even to 
the most retired spot. But the natives of the 
Oasis are separated from all the rest of the world 
by fearful wildernesses, in which nature itself 
seems to be dead ; and are e:x posed to a disease 
which annually diminishes their population, im- 
prints on every brow languor and unhealthiness, 
banishes the hilarity and buoyancy of youthful 
spirits, and substitutes a settled melancholy for 
joy and gladness. 

Although they are ignorant of, and therefore 
seek not for, a better lot, yet, in the eyes of a 
European, their condition is still more lament- 
able, as he considers them the residents of an 
island in that sea of darkness where civilis- 
ation has not for many ages shed its light 
They are, indeed, comparatively exempt from 
the tyranny of the Pasha ; but then they are 
miserably shaclded by the fetters of ignorance ; 
and ages may, I fear, roll away before education 
shall be able to alleviate their condition, and 
elevate them in the scale of humanity. 

Our men seem anxious to get back to the 
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valley of the Nile as rapidly as they can. Not- 
withstanding the miserable condition of our 
camels, tottering even under empty boxes, they 
have, by singing, urged them on as much as 
possible. Our supply of water is not so great 
as what we took from the Nile ; for the weather 
is now much colder, and we can, of course, do 
with less. Our servants walked the greatest 
part of the day, as also did Mr. H. and Mr. C, 
through compassion to the animals : but I felt 
still so ill from the fever, that I was thankful I 
was enabled to bear even the motion of my 
dromedary. Although excessively fiitigued this 
evening, owing either to the quinine I am taking, 
or to the exercise of riding, I ate my dinner with 
some appetite. 

Ylth Nov. — A long night's rest and the quinine 
have been of such service to me, that I felt almost 
perfectly restored lliis morning. As our route 
is exactly the same that we crossed before, it is 
needless to make any particular remarks upon 
it.. There is, certainly, somelliing healthy and 
bracing in the air of the desert. It has also 
been of great service to our camel men, who had 
suffered from the fever. We had nothing for 
dinner but some cold kid : the desert, however* 
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had given us all such an appetite, that we deemed 
it most luxurious. 

I8th Nov. — Our camels have suffered from 
this da3r's fatigue. Some of them fell, and were 
obliged to be relieved of a portion of their bur* 
dens. On arriving at the summit of the hiH 
forming the western boundary of the valley of 
the Nile, our servants fired their guns, to testify 
their joy at again seeing the river. Some actu- 
ally shouted from delight; and many, whose 
energy and spirite seemed previously quite ex. 
hausted, and who were before in appearance 
almost unable to crawl along, now danced and 
capered about for j oy . Most of our servants have 
dreadful sores on their legs, between the ankle 
and the calf; either the effects of j&tigue, or, as 
is very probable, produced by the injurious 
quality of the water. 

Our camels, also, seemed to be making a last 
vigOTous effort to escape this time from the 
fate which is eventually the doom o£ most of 
their race. Apathetical as the animal certainly 
is, and almost resembling the Arabs in &. 
position, it is still impossible not to admire it: 
patient under the worst c^ treatment ; rarety 
hurtful even to a child i kneeling down re- 
signedly to be charged with its burden or its 
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riders; and, if even most incensed, offering 
little or no resistance, but merely uttering 
rather a mournful than an angry wail; sub* 
mitting to any weight that it can possibly sus- 
tain ; and, when at last exhausted with fatigue 
and privations, it then throws itself on the 
desert, among the bones of its companions, to 
perish like the rest. 

We are encamped on the skirts of the desert, 
a few hours distant from the Nile. 

19th Nov* — Mr. H. and I left the caravan, 
being anxious to arrive at Thebes this morning, 
to enjoy the pleasure of receiving letters and 
packages from our friends in Europe. We had 
not proceeded above two miles, when an ac- 
cident happened to me, which I have men- 
tioned in my " Travels in Ethiopia." I had 
occasion to alight, to adjust my saddle. Not 
doubting that I could mount with txue Arab 
agility, I made the attempt ; but, deeming it ne- 
cessary to spring with the return of the animaPs 
neck, our united force pitched me clear over its 
back upon the sand. The disencumbered beast 
immediately ran back to the caravan ; and I, of 
course, had also to return for it. 

On arriving at a well near the river, I gave 
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the dromedaiy a drink of water, and also took 
a draught of water myself, . which I enjoyed, 
perhaps, as much as my poor companion. 

After a sharp trot of eight hours, we arrived at 
Goumah, and received the congratulations of our 

friends upon our safe return from the wilderness. 


OBSERVATIONS WITH THE THERMOMETER IN THE OASIS 

MAGNA BY MR. HAY. 


Oct. 1 9th 

Degrees. 
Sunrise 52 
Noon 92 
i past 3 P.M. 88 
Midnight 65 

Sunrise 63 
Noon 86 
Sunset 81 
Midnight 71 

Oct. 26th. 

Degrees. 

Sunrise 66 
1 P.M. 92 

Sunset 88 
Midnight 66 

20th. 

27th. 

Sunrise 63 
1 PM. 100 

Sunset 88 

21st 

Sunrise 67 
1 P.M. 86 

28th. 

. 2 A.M. 66 

Sunrise 66- 
Noon 94 
8 P.M. 72 

22d. 

Noon 86 
1 P.M. 88 
Sunset 83 
10 p.m. 75 

29th. 

Sunrise 74 
Sunset 90 
Midnight 84 

23d. 

Sunrise 64 
1 P.M. 88 
Sunset 84 
ipast 11 P.M. 65 

30th. 

Sunrise 79 
2 P.M. 96 

Sunset 88 
Midnight 79 

24th. 

Sunrise 60 
2 P.M. 92 
Sunset 88 
10 P.M. 80 

31st. 

Sunrise 70 
2 p M. 83 
Sunset 80 

25th. 

Sunrise 69 
2 P.M. 86 
Midnight 71 

Nov. Ist. 

Sunrise 70 
2 P.M. 84 
Sunset 80 
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CHAP. XL 


OASIS OF AMUN. 

« 

INTERESTING ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDITIONS Olf 

ALEXANDER AND CAMBYSES. MR. BROWNE, THB 

MODERN DISCOVERER OF THIS OASIS. HIS JOUR- 
NEY. M. CAILLIAUD AND M. LATORZEC. — THEIR 

JOURNEY FROM THE FAIOOM. — EL GARAH. — SU- 
PERSTITION OF THE INHABITANTS. — MR. BROWNe's 
RECEPTION AT SIWAH. — SITUATION AND EXTENT OF 

THE OASIS. VILLAGES. — CULTIVATED GROUND. 

LAKES OF SALT WATER. — SULPHUR MINE. — SOURCES. 
— PRODUCTIONS. — ANIMALS. — SINGULAR APPEARANCE 

OF THE METROPOLIS. — WALLS. POPULATION. — 

GOVERNMENT. — INTESTINE WARS. CHARACTER Ot 

THE INHABITANTS. — RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES. — 

HOSPITALITY. COMPLEXION. DIALECT. DRESS.—* 

COMMERCE. DATE MARKET. 


The visit of Alexander, the unsuccessful ex- 
pedition of Cambyses, and the great celebrity of 
the oracle of Amun have rendered Siwah a much 
more interesting place to the literary world than 
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any of the other Oases. The gloomy deserts, 
in which the Macedonian hero suffered so se- 
verely, and in which the army of the Persian 
king is supposed to have been entombed, added 
to the uncertainty as to what would be their 
reception in a district where the bigotry of 
Mahometanism is not mitigated by frequent and 
Ultimate communion with the rest of the world, 
deterred modem travellers from penetrating to 
this isolated region. 

Numerous were the conjectures of the learned 
as to the probable situation of that once well- 
known place. Mr. Browne has the honour of 
being the first to discover not merely the dis- 
trict, but even the temple, the oracle of which 
was so highly esteemed. He left Alexandria 
the 24th of February, 1792. For seventy-five 
hours he travelled along the coast of the Medi- 
terranean, generally within sight of the sea. He 
describes this tract as pldn, and the soil to be 
smooth and sandy. Several verdant spots af- 
forded, however, relief to the traveller, whilst 
weary of the aspect of general barrenness, and 
gave still greater enjoyment to his sufifering 
^amels^ 

In the places where the caravan rested were 
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&und the jerboa, the tortoise^ the lizard, aad 
some few serpents ; a quantity of snails attached 
to the thorny plants on which the camels feed ; 
a few birds, principally of the marine kind ; wild 
rabbits, and traces of the antelope and ostrich. 

The 4th of March, having well watered their 
camels, and furnished themselves also with a 
copious supply, they left the sea coast, and on 
the 9th, at eight o'clock in the evening, arrived 
at Siwah, having marched during this time sixty* 
two hours. The road from the Mediterranean 
to Siwah is perfecdy barren and waterless, con- , 
sisting wholly of rocks and sand, among which 
talc is found in great abundance. On the even* 
ing of the 7th, they reached a small village called 
Karet am el Soghier, which Mr. Browne de- 
scribes as a miserable place, the buildings being 
chiefly of clay. This is the Oum £ssogheir q£ 
Homemann, and the el Garah €£ M. Cailliaud* 
Homemann visited this Oasis in 1798 ; M. Cail- 
liaud, acccmipanied by M. Latorzec, visited it 
in 1819* 

The French travdlers crossed the deserts 
from the Faioom. Including two days' repose 
at the wells, they were eighteen days on their 
journey, and about 150 hours actually traveling. 
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This route, therefore, supposing the pace of the 
caravan to have been the same, is thirteen hours 
longer than that of Mr. Browne. Such a differ- 
ence must be attributed to the great circuits 
the French travellers were obliged to make, in 
consequence of the immense banks of sand 
tvhich crossed their path. Sometimes their route 
lay through valleys containing herbage, date 
trees, and wells of brackish water ; and some- 
times it stretched over immense plains, contain- 
ing hills and banks of moving sand. They passed 
the ruins of several deserted villages ; one espe- 
cially, called Roum el Kasr, contained fragments 
of stone buildings : this was probably an ancient 
military station. The Faioom road would be 
interesting to the geologist and mineralogist, 
being fiill of fossils, and very fine specimens 
of petrified wood. The soil nearer the Oasis 
aboimds with crystallised salt and gypsum. 

M. Cailliaud says, that el Garah is pictu- 
resquely situated on a steep rock in a valley, 
between a great chain of mountains, called also 
el Garah. He describes the houses as con- 
structed of stone cemented with earth ; but they 
Seerii to be partly ruined. There are several 
small ancient tombs below the town ; but their 
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wm*kmanship is rude, and they do not contain 
any sculpture. The Sheakh Kooroon told him,, 
that the population of the place had never, 
exceeded forty individuals ; that several times 
the nimiber of the inhabitants had increased a 
little, but that they invariably diminished again 
from the time in which they rose above this 
limit. 

The neighbourhood of the place produces 
great quantities of dates, which the people ex- 
port to Alexandria on. asses. The vUlage has 
only one gate, and is divided by four or five 
little streets, or rather tortuous passages. In the 
centre of these is a small circular place, which 
serves as a market for dates,, and where the 
inhabitants hold the meetings of their divan. 
The streets are covered with boards, which 
support rooms belonging to the adjoining side 
dwellings, and they are therefore quite dark. 
Most of the houses are strengthened by palm- 
trees built in the walls, and are lighted by 
apertures ten inches square. The best well 
of the district is . within the walls of. the 
village. 

On arriving at. Siwah, Mr. Browne's attendr 
ants, without his permission, endeavoured, to 
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pass him off for a Mameluke ; but, as he did 
not join in the evening prayer, the inhatutants 
soon suspected him to be a ChristiaiL After he 
had made presents to the sheakhs, they were all 
inclined to be civil except one ; who, with the 
herd of the people, was violently exasperated at 
the insolence of an unbeliever, in personating 
and wearing the dress of a Mahometan. At first 
they insisted on his instant return or immediate 
conversion to the true &ith ; after a long dis« 
pute, the more moderate succeeded so &r by 
their remonstrances, that he was permitted to 
remain in the place two or three days to rest. 
But so little able were the chiefs to keep the 
peace, that, during the two first ensuing days, 
whenever he quitted his apartment, he was 
fiercely assailed with stones and a torrent of 
abusive language. On the third day, however, 
though the populace continued somewhat in* 
tractable, they permitted him to walk about» and 
notice what he pleased* 

Monsieur Cailliaud, finding that the inhabxtants 
could read very little, and that ftom their i^o- 
ranee they might easily be deceived, gaye them 
a large firman, that he had received ftoni the 
Pasha for Souakim on the Red Sea; which 
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name they, in their simplicity, supposed to meaa 
Siwah. The imposing appearance of this docu- 
ment procured him a favourable reception among 
them. He had, however, some difficulty in ob- 
taining permission to visit all the antiquities; 
and was not allowed even to enter the town, 
or visit the lake Arachieh. 

Colonel Boutin, M. Drovetti, and the Baron 
Minutoli, have also penetrated to this Oasis. 
It will "be unnecessaiy to mention their recep- 
tion, as the Pasha has made a conquest of the 
place, and travdlers may now visit it in perfect 
security. 

The principal town is in 29* 12' 20' north 
latitude, and 26^ 6' 9" east longitude- The 
Oasis, accodxiing to Mr« Browne, is six miles 
long and four and a half or five miles wide* 
A mountain, called Drar Abouberyk, bounds it 
towards the east, and the mountain of el Garah 
el Kamyseh limits it on the west ; these mount* 
aiBS^ two leagues and a half distant from each 
other, determine the length oi the territory. 
Its width isy at the most, according to M. 
Cfdlliaud, a league and a quarter. According to 
Homemann the Oasis is fifty miles in circum** 
ference, wMdi estimate must oompride the ue^h*- 
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bouring islands of the desert. General Minutoli 
says, that it is nine miles in extent, and no 
where above two in breadth. And M. Drovetti 
makes it an irregular quadrilateral area, or five 
leagues by four. 

The eastern district, where the two villages,. 
Gharmy and Menchyeh, are situated, is the 
richest, being covered with firuit trees and 
thick forests of dates. At the extremity of the 
Oasis is a lake of salt water, which extends 
towards the desert in a north-easterly direction. 
A lake of salt water, a league in extent, situated 
about half a league from the principal town,, 
reduces the cultivated land on the western side 
to a few scattered fields. In the other parts the 
ground is abandoned, on account of the salt with 
which it is overcharged. 

There are numerous small islands of the desert 
dependant on the Oasis. The principal one, 
called Zejrtoun, the Arabic name for olives, 
which are its chief produce, . is about three, 
leagues to the east of Siwah. The only land, 
there which can be cultivated is a. sandy day. 
All the soil of the valley ^ may, however, be said 
to be covered more or less with an : efflorescence 
o£ salt, which must injure if it does not destroy 
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vegetation. The environs, especially of the Oasis, 
are blighted and rendered desolate by it 

Its lakes are also of salt water, still there are 
numerous sources of perfectly sweet water, which 
flow into small brooks that wind through thick 
woods of palm trees, and carry abundance and 
fertility into the gardens. The north and north- 
west part of this district is bounded by a chain 
of calcareous mountains, varying from 500 to 600 
feet in height, containing oyster shells and other 
fossils. The opposite side of the valley is bounded 
by a desert, which rises gradually from the lower 
ground. The inhabitants stated to M. Cail- 
liaud, tliat they had discovered a mine of sulphur 
to the west ; but that the jealousy continually 
excited amongst them in dividing the spoil had 
caused such bloody and fatal quarrels, that they 
decided unanimously to close it. 

The country contains many sources of sul- 
phureous water, and earthquakes are said often 
to occur. The heat was oppressive in the towns, 
even so early as the beginning of March* The 
north wind prevails ; but, during the summer, 
the inhabitants suffer from the khampseen, or 
hot wind from the south-east ; and, owing to the 
quantity of dates they eat, or, most probably, from 
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the quality of their water, they are, through the 
above-mentioned season, very liable to dangerous 
and tedious fevers. 

A large proportion of the Oasis is filled with 
date trees : firom 5000 to 9000 camel-loads are 
gathered annually. The olive, apricot, and 
pomegranate are common; and the land also 
produces the vine, fig, plantain, banyan, plum, 
and appk tree. 

M. Cailliaud says that the Oasis does not 
produce rice; but Mr. Browne states that the 
people cultivate a considerable quantity ; and 
that it has a reddish hue, different firom that 
of the delta. Baron Minutoli also observes that 
they raise sufficient rice and barley for their own 
consumption. Water lemons, cucumbers, and 
onions are also grown in the fields. The harvest 
of wheat is not sufficient for the general con- 
sumption. 

Their domestic animals are the hairy sheep 
and the goat of Egypt, the ass, and the buffalo ; 
cows of a jsmall size and a red colour ; and a few 
oxen and camels. Baron Minutoli states the 
cattle of the Oasis to consist of 250 oxen, 1500 
asses, 300 goats, and but few camels. The little 
nourishment which the country produces for the 
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camel prevents the increase of this useful and 
necessary animal. 

Mr. Browne had an opportunity of examining 
the town; but he has omitted to describe it. 
M. CaiUiaud was not allowed to enter the 
place, but has nevertheless given us a very 
accurate, or, at least, a very circumstantial, ac- 
count of it, which he obtained through the in- 
formation of the peasants and his own servants. 

Its appearance and internal arrangement are 
most singular. It is nearly square, and built on 
a conical rock of testaceous limestone ; and is 
surroimded by walls 2,300 feet in circumference, 
and from 40 to 60 feet high. These walls 
render the place very capable of a strong resist- 
ance y and are also useful in this respect, as they 
often form the posterior part of the houses. 
They are often constructed of large pieces of 
rock salt, and contain a great niunber of aper- 
tures, about 14 inches square, which serve for 
windows, and convey light to the rooms of the 
neighbouring dwellings. There are twelve or 
fifteen gates leading into the dty. 

The habitations rise externally in a sloping 
direction ; and, as they are flanked with high, 
round, and square towers, jutting forth above 
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each other, the whole seems to form one and 
the same construction, and is not unaptly com- 
pared to a bee-hive. The streets are steep and 
tortuous ; and, being covered, are so exceedingly 
dark, that it is necessary at mid-day to creep 
along the walls, or to carry a lantern. They are 
generally about five feet wide, and eleven feel 
high ; but in some places they are so low, that 
it is necessary for a man to bow down before he 
can pass through them. These arched streets 
support, as elsewhere, chambers belonging to 
the neighbouring dwellings ; and they moreover 
lead so spirally from the lower rows of houses 
towards the upper, that the rock in the centre 
of the town is said to resemble the spiral of a 
snail. 

The houses are from three to five stories 
high. The inner rooms are lighted with small 
windows, or air passages, cut out in the higher 
part of them. Often, when a father marries his 
children, he constructs some rooms for their use 
above his own ; so that the town is said to be 
continually rising higher. The mosque is built 
of rough unhewn stone, strengthened by blocks 
of the date tree. There are three wells in the 
town : the water of one of them is sweet, but 
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that of the others is br^kish. The inhabitants 
are always watchful, each to obtain a fair share 
of the water to irrigate his field. The population 
of the district is 8000, according to the Baron 
Minutoli j but, according to the French travel- 
lers, it is 5000, and that of the metropolis is 
2000. Homemann says that it is able to fur« 
nish 1500 warriors, which, according to Major 
Rennell, would suppose 6000 or 7000 in- 
habitants. 

The government, in Mr. Browne's time, was 
in the hands of four or five sheakhs ; and, osten-* 
sibly, the maxim, Detwr digniori, was observed 
in their selection, though, in fact, popularity 
was the only ladder to political power. Ac- 
cording to M. Cailliaud, the administration was 
confided to twelve sheakhs ; six of whom held 
the office for Ufe, and the others were to be 
elected at the expiration of every ten years. 
There were twenty-two sheakhs for the villages 
of the Oasis. These were elected by the ma- 
jority of votes ; but, as years were always taken 
into consideration, many of them were very 
aged. They deliberated in the midst of the 
people, all their business of state and adminis- 
tration being discussed and transacted publicly. 
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Whoever among the people was of any weight, 
and possessed a little experience, might speak, 
and give his opinion freely in the council ; and 
such as distinguished themselves in this way 
were often raised to the office of sheakh • 

They received no pay from this appointment, 
but each proprietor considered himself bound to 
give the chiefs a few measures of dates and 
and some of his finest fruit. The different 
parties in this council were, indeed, so continu* 
ally opposed to each other, that it was difficult 
to carry any measure of public utility. The 
sheakh s held, moreover, the office of cadi, and 
had the administration of justice entirely in 
their hands; but, though external respect was 
generally shown to them, they had not the 
preponderating influence that was required 
for the preservation of public order. On the 
slightest ground, the common people had re- 
course to arms ; and the hostile families were 
then accustomed to fire on each other in the 
streets and from the houses. Many individuals 
bore on their bodies and limbs the marks of 
these intestine and miserable dissensions. 

Sometimes quarrels of a more serious nature 
occurred between the inhabitants of the differ. 
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ent villages. The people of Siwah despise the 
peasants of Gharmy and Mencfayefa, because 
the latter do not observe so rigidly the ordi* 
nances of their religion. But to insult an indi* 
vidua! was to insidt a whole village : every 
one embraced his cause ; and a sheakh sounded 
a drum as a declaration of hostilities. The com* 
batants then assembled to fight the battle with 
their adversaries. The women stood behind 
their husbands to excite their courage ; each of 
whom had a sack of stones in her hand, to cast 
at the enemy, and even at those of their own 
party who shoidd be tempted to fly before the 
dose of the combat. 

At the beat of the drum, small platoons 
advanced successively from both sides, rushing 
furiously towards each other. They never 
placed their guns to the shoulder, but fired care- 
lessly with their arms extended, and then retired. 
No person was allowed to fire his gun more than 
once; and when all had thus performed their 
part, whatever might be the number of dead or 
wounded, the sheakh beat his drum, and the 
combat ceased. A sheakh told M. Cailliaud 
that these little wars taught them to brave the 
Bedouins, to despise death, and to preserve 
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their independence. Such bloody quarrels, how- 
ever, are strong proofs of the defects of the 
government at that period, and of the anarchy 
and confusion incidental to a barbarous state of 
society. 

Perhaps, too, says Mr. Browne, it is to the 
debility of the executive power that we are to 
attribute some crimes, which seem almost . ex- 
clusively to belong to a different state of society. 
While he was in this Oasis, a newly bom infant 
was found murdered, having been thrown from 
the top of a house. He understood that such 
dreadful occurrences were not unfrequent. It 
would seem an indirect proof of libertinism in 
the women, which, however, no other circum- 
stances led him to infer. 

The character of the inhabitants of Siwah.is 
naturally distrustful and suspicious. They are 
also stated to be obstinate, intractable, of a 
gloomy and savage temperament,- and jealous 
to an excess. So soon as the young men have 
attained the age of discretion, they are obliged 
to quit the town, and reside in a village outside 
the walls, until they choose to marry. 

Whoever, also, may become' a widower, is 
obliged to abandon his residence, and live with 
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the young men until he marries again. None 
of the women, except the aged and, conse- 
quently, ill-fevoured, axe allowed to go beyond 
the walls; and the bachelors are obliged to 
retire to their village before sunset. 

The inhabitants of the metropolis are stricter 
Mussulmans than the natives of the other vil* 
lages of the Oasis. When any one neglects a 
few times in succession attending the prayer, 
he is subject to a fine, which contributes to 
form a revenue, that is applied to the main- 
tenance of the mosques ; and those who distil 
brandy from dates axe obliged to carry on their 
illegal employment in secret. 

The inhabitants of the Oasis axe, nevertheless, 
hospitable. The indigent natives, and even 
strangers, may go to the market-place, where the 
dates axe exposed for sale, and may eat until 
they are satisfied, without any payment being 
demanded from them by the owners. They 
are, however, desired not to take always of the 
same heap -, and, " Eat what you like, but pocket 
nothing," is the law ; for they axe not allowed to 
carry any of the fruit away with them. They 
always feed, without compensation, the camels 
of the caravans, giving them in the morning a 
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measure of dates, and in the evening chopped 
straw. They also partly support the men be- 
longing to the caravans^ distributing to them, 
every day, a plate of lentils, or some other 
vegetable, prepared with oil. 

The complexion of the people is generally 
darker than that of the Egyptians: their 
dialect is also different. They are not in the 
habitual use either of coffee or tobacco. M. 
Caillaud, however, says that they do indulge in 
the disgusting practice of chewing the latter. 

The dress of the lower class of men is very 
simple, approaching nearer to that of the Arabs 
of the desert than to that of the Egyptians or 
Moors. It consists of a shirt of white cotton 
reaching to their feet, with large sleeves ; a red 
Tunisine cap, without a turban ; and shoes of 
the same colour. In warm weather, they com- 
monly wear on the shoulders a blue and white linen 
cloth, called in Egypt a melayeh ; and in winter 
they are defended from the cold by an irham, 
or blanket. Their arms are guns with long 
barrels, and straight swords, like those of the 
Nubians. The dress of the women consists 
of a long and full chemise of blue linen, and 
a melayeh ; with which they cover their heads 
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and faces, as in Egypt. They plait their hair 
with much art, adorning it with pieces of silver 
and beads. Masses of silver, and sometimes 
small bells, are attached to little fillets of 
leather, which are united to their tresses, and 
hang down their backs. 

The commerce of Siwah is maintained by 
caravans from the east and west. They receive 
from the east (that is, Alexandria, the Faioom, 
and the other Oases), from 600 to 800 
camels, of which one third may be loaded with 
beans, wheat, lentils, and other dry vegetables ; 
blue and white linen cloth, handkerchiefs, small 
mirrors, and Venetian beads. The caravans 
from Barbary bring them dried meat, wheat, 
horses, woollen coverings, bemousses, or Arab 
cloaks, sandals of yellow morocco leather, and 
tarboushes. Fezzan frimishes them with sul- 
phur. In exchange for these articles, the in- 
habitants give them oil, dried apricots, and 
dates ; but the supply of the latter is so great, 
that the caravans are obliged to pay for them 
with dollars; and the proprietors, also, of the 
Oasis export great quantities of this fruit on 
their asses. 

The date market is a large space, 300 
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paces long, and SOO wide. Each proprietor 
deposits there all the dates he possesses, with- 
out any fear of his neighbour diminishing the 
heap. The price is fixed by law, according to 
the seasons, and their quality : the loads are 
furnished by all the proprietors of the valley, 
and by each in his turn. 
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OF THE OASIS. 

The antiquities in the Oasis of Amun are 
very interesting. A conical hill called Gibel el 
Mouta, or the mountain of the dead, about a 
quarter of an hour's walk from Siwah, is full of 
excavated tombs ; according to Mr. Browne 
there are more than thirty of them ; the general 
proportions being : length, 12 ft.; width, 6 ft.; 
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and height, 5 or 6 fl. The most remarkable 
sepulchre consists of three chambers imme- 
diately commmiicating with each other, and 
measuring in all 36 ft. To the right and left of 
these are five small rooms. At the extremity 
of the tomb there were two mutilated statues of 
a man and a woman, cut out of the rock; 
which is found to be frequently the case in the 
sepulchres on the banks of the Nile. There 
were fragments of hieroglyphics and Egyptian 
figures painted on plaster ; and there were also 
a few remains of human skulls and bones, with 
pieces of skin, and even locks of hair attached 
to them ; but there were observed no vestiges 
of the usual linen bandages of the mummies, 
or of the bitumen used in embalming. Baron 
Minutoli has given a view (plate XII. fig. 10.) 
of Gara el Mota Shargieh, no doubt the same, 
which exhibits the large catacombs, and the 
groves of palm trees in the neighbourhood : and 
in the same plate (fig. 8.) there is also a section 
of an entrance into one of the tombs, which has 
been decorated with an Egjrptian cornice and 
beading. 

A few miles to the east of Siwah, in the chain 
of mountains, are other catacombs, the works of 
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the ancients ; and at Zeytoun, three leagues 
distant from the metropolis, there are some 
extensive remains of edifices partly constructed 
of stone. The ornaments are a mixture of the 
Greek and the Egyptian styles. 

To the east of Siwah, are the ruins of a 
temple, called Kasr Gacham ; and in the plain 
of the Mahaoneyn, between the two roads which 
lead from Garah to Siwah, there are the remains 
of another small monument, and some tombs 
which have been cut in the rock. 

The ruins called Amoudeyn or the two 
columns are situated Q leagues to the west, 10^ 
north of Siwah, They consist of a building, 
the fa9ade and back part of which are still 
existing. This appears to have been 98 ft. 
long, and £7 ft* wide. Its dilapidated state 
prevents the interior divisions of it being dis- 
tinctly traced. The principal facade to the 
south is constructed of small freestone, each 
layer being about 8 in. high ; the walls of 
this part are enclosed in a sloping direction. 
The other walls were composed of crude bricks, 
13 in. long, and 5 to 7 i^^* thick. There are 
some Greek letters upon the fa9ade. , This 
construction, which is of little importance, is 
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supposed to belong to the middle ages. It 
is erected on a small elevation of the desert» 
consisting of calcareous stone containing fossils 
of shettsy and is isolated by the surrounding 
wastes. 

At the distance of a quarter of a league north- 
east from this point, there are the remains of 
anoth^ construction in freestone. The walls 
of this edifice are thick, and must have been 
strong, but are now in a ruined condition. The 
extent of them is 98 fL This place takes the 
name of Beled el Kamyseh, from the neigh- 
bouring mountain. The present inhabitants 
have built some houses amongst a quantity of 
rubbish, the remains of an ancient townu The 
position of the hamlet is rather agreeable. It 
is watered by a smlall brook of sweet water, 
which winds to Ae north and west of the rutns, 
and irrigates some fertile orchards of olive, 
pomegranate, and apricot trees. 

The hamlet el Kamyseh, is near the mountain 
of el Garah el Kamyseh, which, as well as el 
Amoudeyn, is '2 leagues to the west, ia few 
degrees north of Siwaji. This mouiitain is 
much larger than el Mouta before described, and 
is of a conical shape, terminating in a {^atfortn^ 
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The mountain itself is isolated, being composed 
of calcareous stone ; and, like all the other rocks 
of the neighbourhood, it contains fossils. At a 
short distance from its base, there are a great 
number of catacombs, but these are generally 
small. The exterior of some of them is de- 
corated with the Egyptian cornice and beading, 
and the doorways as in the grottoes of Gibel el 
Mouta, are also built in the Egyptian style. 
Skirting the foot of the mountain, is an orchard 
of olive, peach, and pomegranate trees; and 
near this is a large pond of salt water. 

The small temple of Kasr Roum is half a 
quarter of a league from Beled el Kamyseh. 
Its proportions are those of the best ages of 
Roman architecture, though the materials axe 
ordinary, being of a calcareous stone, full of 
fossils. It is of the Doric order, and has been 
apparently designed for a temple- The or- 
naments, friezes, mouldings, &c., are carefully 
executed. The building is 45 ft:. 4 in. long, 
OS fl* wide, and 19 ft. 8 in. high. The prin- 
cipal &,9ade and the opposite end of the building 
are fallen. In front of this temple are the 
traces of two enclosing walls, which extended 
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115 ft. before the edifice. Above the lintel of 
the door of the sanctuary, there is another 
lintel forming an arch, and between these two 
there is a space of about an inch in height, so 
that the higher of them supports the whole 
weight of the incumbent masonry. Both there- 
fore must be broken before this part of the 
building could fall. 

A few paces to the north of the ruin is a 
mountain, the direction of which is from north- 
west to south-east. The south side, which is 
the most elevated, contains catacombs of the 
same description as those already described. At 
the foot of the mountain there are some brick 
arches. In the village of the same place, which 
is called Beled Roum, there are also some 
fragments of scattered columns and other hewn 
stones, evidently the remains of an ancient 
litde town. The Arabs apply the name Roum 
to the ruins equally of Greek or Roman edifices. 
Baron Minutoli*s view of this place exhibits 
two chambers of no interest, and without 
scidpture. So fiir from being highly finished 
as Mons. Cailliaud describes them, the walls 
are represented, in the drawings, as being quite 
rough. The plate also exhibits the adjoining 
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mountain as spotted with an immense njimber 
of tombs. 

The mountain, Drar Abou Beryk, is two- 
thirds of a league east, 30* south of Siwah. 
The road to it lies through the southern limit 
of the palm trees of the Oasis. This mountain 
has several summits terminating in a platform, 
and contains three excavations, the work of the 
ancients. One of them, about 18 ft. long and 
20 wide, is sustained by six square columns. 
Five adjoining rooms appertaining to it, are 
each 7 ft. 6 in. in length. At the end of one 
of these is an entrance into a subterranean 
gallery, now entirely buried with sand, as is 
likewise part of the catacomb. The work- 
notanship of this tomb is rude, and it appears 
never to have been finished. Near to it is a 
doorway into another room, which is also ftiU of 
sahd. The Arabs say, that an underground 
p^sage leads from this chamber to the ruins of 
Om Beydah, the temple of Jupiter Amun, 
which are about a quarter of a league distant. 
Near to these tombs, but higher up the side 
of the mountain, there are three small Greek 
inscriptions, very carelessly inscribed on the 
rock. 
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The great object of all travellers in visiting^ 
the Oasis of Siwah, is the ancient temple of 
Jupiter Amun, so renowned for its oracle, that 
even Alexander the Great crossed the deserts 
to considt it. A ruin, called Om Beyda, dis- 
covered by Mr. Browne, close to the village of 
Gharmy, and about a league to the south-east of 
Siwah Kibeer, is supposed to be the site of this 
celebrated heathen £uie. 

The ruin of Om Beydah is not very ex- 
tensive ; but it is imposing from the large 
masses used in its construction, after the 
E^rptian manner. The lines of two enclosures^ 
of a rectangular form, may be distinctly traced ; 
in the centre of which are the remains of an 
edifice, which consist of a portion of the &9ade, 
and of the principal entrance facing the north. 
Towards the south there are two walls, the 
remains of a large room, measuring 36 ft. in 
length, and 20 in height. This room is partly 
covered with a roof, formed of three enormous 
stones, 27 ft. 4 in. in length. In Mr. Browne's 
time, five were remaining. The traces of the 
ruins and of the foundations of the walls > in^ 
dicate that the building e>slten4ed 87 ft* beyond 
this chamber. The total length of the edifice^ 
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comprising this peristyle, may therefore be from 
150 to 160 ft. 

In front of the temple, 23 ft. towaxds the 
north, are the remains of capitals, of the lotus 
form^ but in such a ruined state that their or- 
naments are not distinguishable ; as also fragments 
of the shafts of columns 9 ft. 10 in. in circum- 
ference, which, however, were not decorated 
with sculpture. These may be the remains of 
the peristyle. The extensive enclosure, which 
contains the edifice, is about 390 ft. long, and 
330 wide. 

This edifice stands on a rock of calcareous 
stone containing shells, and is constructed of 
the same material. The builders have also used, 

but principally on the posterior part of the 
edifice, large blocks of alabaster. On the west 
-side, the rock hewn into the form of a wall, 
forms a portion of the exterior enclosure. A 
parallel wall, within this, marks the second 
enclosure* The ground on which the temple 
stands, is elevated 5 ft. above the plain which 
surrounds it. Among the ruins near the prin- 
cipal gate, the French travellers found a block 
t>f stone, 5 ft high ; on both sides of which 
are figures of Typhon, in full relief. The 
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inhabitants said that they had defaced a similar 
block to make a bason, which is now in the 
mosque. 

Baron Minutoli's view (No. 7-> fig- 2.) repre* 
sents in the foreground a large architrave, rest- 
ing on two firagments of waUs. Another part 
of the temple is also visible in the midst of a 
forest of palm trees, which surrounds the village. 
But this portion of the ruins of Om Beydah seems 
to be better delineated in another part (fig. 1.) 
of that plate, in which the architecture and the 
walls are more correctly drawn j and in which 
the Egyptian cornice and sculpture on the other 
fragments are more beautifully and satis&ctorily 
depicted,' (see plate 20.). 

This sculpture, which the Baron has given in 
detail (plate 10., fig. 2.)> represents a sphinx, 

with a repnesentation of Kneph between its feet. 
On the compartment beneath the latter, a mitred 
hawk is standing on a pedestal : above it is a 
sphere and serpent ; and it has the crux ansata 
hanging &om its neck. The sculpture on the 
fragments of waU adjoining, represents a king, 
with the head-dress of two feathers, making 
offerings to a divinity with a ram's head ; above 
which there has evidently been a globe and two 
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feathers. The ovals for the long's name have 
not been filled up with hieroglyphics. 

The interior of the massy roof before men- 
tioned is ornamented by two ranges of vultures 
with outstretched wings, which are separated 
by a line of hieroglyphics ; and it is also deco- 
rated with stars, painted red. The walls sup- 
porting it are covered with sculpture. The 
lower part represents an unusual decoration; 
above which are three ranges of Egyptian figures 
in procession ; and over these is a long tablet 
of hieroglyphics. Baron Minutoli has given re- 
presentations of the sculpture (plates 8 and 9 of 
his work.) They are very curious, and would 
have been exceedingly valuable, if he had also 
copied the hieroglyphics. The latter consist of 
two long tablets, each of which seems from the 
intermediate space to contain about seventy 
lines; which, if rescued from the destroying 
hand of barbarism by some future traveller, and 
if ever the day arrives when the hierogljrphic 
language shall be fully understood, may perhaps 
give us valuable information concerning the 
oracle of Amun. 

Below these tablets are processions of the 
different divinities. The names and titles of 

p 4 


vr ' ^ '' 'm ■ < ■■» " ^^ m j i inb mm ' m ■■■■» » '^t i> »'-" . r ^ -r ,,^t 


216 CURIOUS SCULPTURE. 

which have not been copied, but, from the attri- 
butes, they seem to represent Amun, Horus, 
Thriphis, lo, Anubis, Kneph, Osiris, Isis, Ty- 
phon, &c. The divinity with the ram*s head is 
represented in both plates in the most prominent 
situation, seated under a canopy; with the 

jackall-headed staff in one hand, and the cms 
ansata in the other. This is most probably the 
Jupiter Amun of Herodotus. From the feet 
that the composition of the decorations above 
the tablets consists of vultures, and feathers, 
and strings of hawks with outstretched wings, 
and jackall-headed staffs ; and more particularly 
from the number and various attributes of the 
divinities, indicating a more corrupt mythology, 
I would infer that this sculpture is not of 

an earlier date than the dynasty of the Ptole- 
mies. It is deeply to be regretted that no 
traveller has been, in the Oasis of Amun, so 
fer acquainted with the style of the different 
epochs, as to decide the important question, 
when the temple may have been erected. The 
execution of the sculptures in Baron Minutoli's 
plates is no criterion ; for few artists, except 
such as have had great experience, can imitate 
exactly the different styles : and their drawings' 
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when put into the hands of engravers almost 
always receive more or less of a European cha- 
racter; that is, become more or less unlike 
Oriental sculpture. 

The figures and scenes represented in these 
bas-relie&, and occasignally retaining traces of 
paint, do not seem to differ from what we see in 
Egypt The figure with a ram's head is every- 
where repeated, and is here receiving offerings, 
as in temples near the Nile. The god, then, 
to whom this temple was dedicated, was most 
probably the Jupiter Amun of the Greeks ; and 
we may venture to infer that these ancient 
remains belong to the temple of Amun, and 
that the Oasis of Siwah is the country of the 
Ammonians. 

From Baron Minutoli's plan, (plate 6.) we 
perceive that the ruin is situated directly south 
of the village of Siwah Shargieh ; and the traces 
of the large enclosure are distinctly marked in 
the plate. There is apparently a grove of palm 
trees on the east side of the ruin, and one, 
nearly 1000 ft. in extent, on the west. Near to 
the latter is the course of a stream, which has 
its source in what is supposed to have been the 
celebrated fountain of the sun.. This stream is 
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fed by another, which is marked in the plan as 
nearly of the same size. 

The fountain is about thirty paces in length, 
and twenty in breadth, and the depth is stated 
to be six fathoms ; it is perfectly transparent, 
and a constant disengagement of an* creates 
upon the surface innumerable bubbles, which 
rise from the bottom as in boflmg water. Its 
temperature changes periodically ; a steam rises 
from it in the morning, and it is said by the 
inhabitants to be warmer by night than by day. 
Adjoining the fountain, within the shade o£ a 
grove of palm trees, are the foundations of a 
small temple, supposed to be the remains of the 
Ammonian sanctuary described by Diodorus 
(see historical chapter) as iiear to the fountain 
of the sun. 

The lake of Arachieh, about twenty-five 
leagues distant from Siwah, is one of the marvels 
of the Oasis. In it is an island which, is held in 
great veneration. The inhabitants pretend that 
it is inaccessible ; and they say that it contains 
the sabre and the seal of the great Prophet, or 
according to Baron Minutoli, the ring, sword, 
and crown of King Solomon, the great magician 
of the East, which secure to the country the 
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favotirof Heaven and the preservation o£ their 
independence. 

Colonel Boutin carried a boat with him on a 
camel across the fifteen days* desert; but the 
suspicions of the people being excited by this 
extraordinary measure, they did not allow him 
to visit any part of the Oasis. Neither was 
Monsieur : Cailliaud permitted to go thither. 
Mr.. Browne describes the place as an island 
in the middle of a small lake of 3alt water, which 
contains masses of rocks, but nothing that . he 
coiild positively decide to be ruins ; nor indeed 
was it very likely, as he says, that any should be 
found there, the spot being entirely destitute of 
trees and fresh water. He had, however, the 
curiosity to approach as near as possible to the 
place, and accordingly forced his horse into the 
lake ; but, the animal being fatigued or naturally 
unable to swim, he was constrained to abandon 
his attempt to visit the island. This attempt 
of Mr. Browne's may appear to some to have 
been imprudent. However that may be, it is 
a striking and not unpleasmg instance of the 
boldness and enterprising sphit of the celebrated 
traveller. Monsieur Drovetti at a later period 
visited this lake. He describes it as from six to 
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seven leagues in circumference, and devoid of 
every vestige of antiquity. The island consists 
entirely of naked rocks. 

In 1820, the Pasha of Egypt sent an expedi* 
tion of 2000 men, under Hassen Bey, to make 
the conquest of this Oasis. The Siwahans, after 
a short but gallant resistance of three hours, 
found it in vain to contend with the Egyptian 
artillery. The celebrated countiy of the Am- 
monians thus became a portion of Mohammed 
All's extensive empire : and tcavellers may now 
visit it without incurring any danger of being 
impeded in their researches, either by the un- 
reasonable apprehensions or the foolish super- 
stitions of the inhabitants. 
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OASIS PARVA. 

Belzoni seems to have been the first European: 
traveller who visited the Wah el Bahnasa, or as 
it is sometimes called Wah el Mendeesheh, the 
Oasis parva of the Romans. He left the Faioom 
the 19th May, 1819, but did not meet with a 
very cordial reception. The inhabitants doubted 
the sincerity of his antiquarian predilections, and 
were induced to ascribe a more " sordid motive 
as the cause of his having traversed the desert. 
But although they received him with great sus- 
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picion, the tact and prudence of this enterprising 
traveller, and the conciliatory effect of a few 
cups of coffee, dispelled to a certain extent the 
doubts and misgivings his appearance had cre- 
ated ; and they ultimately allowed him to see all 
the places of any interest in the district. Mon- 
sieur Cailliaud had also considerable dijfficulty 
in pacifying the superstitious fears of the in- 
habitants. 

The Oasis lies east and west, and, according to 
Belzoni, is fourteen miles in length and six in 
breadth, and is surrounded by high rocks. It is 
divided by a considerable mountain, the direc- 
tion of which is north and south. At the western 
extremity, called Wah el Gharbee, which is the 
richest, are the villages of el Kasr and el Bowitti ; 
aad towards the eastern extremity are two other 
villages and a hamlet, Zubbo, el Mendeesheh, 
and el Agouz. Monsieur Cailliaud says, Zubbo 
contains 400 inhabitants^ and el Mendeesheh 600. 
Belzoni describes Zubbo i^ a beautiful place^ fuU 
of dates, intermixed with other trees,, some in 
blossom, and some at the same period of the 
year in fruit; apricots, figs, almonds, plums, 
and some grapes. The apricots were in greater 
abundance than the other fhuts, and the figs 
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were very fine. The Wah produces also much 
liquorice, cloves, rice, barley, and wheat. Bel- 
zoni says, that near Zubbo there is a rivulet of 
ferruginous water, which is very convenient for 
the inhabitants ; since by the immersion of their 
white woollen cloths in it for twenty-four hours, 
they are taken out as black as any (iier could 
make them. 

El Kasr, the metropolis of the Oasis, is on the 
western side of it, and contains about 800 in- 
habitants. It is built on a sandstone rock, and 
surrounded by walls several feet in height, which 
are principally constructed of hewn stones and 
large unbaked bricks, that have been evidently 
taken from ancient edifices. El Bowitti, the 
other village, contains about 600 inhabitants. 
The entire population of the four villages, that 
is of the whole of this Oasis, Monsieur Cailliaud 
considered to be about 2,400. 

Monsieur Cailliaud states, that some rain falls 
here in the month of January only, but that the 
wells alter very little even in summer. He says, 
that the Oasis is occasion?illy visited by clpuds 
of locusts.* 

* During my residence of eighteen months above Cairo I 
only saw this phenomenon once. It was during my sojourn at 
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The inhabitants of this Oasis are described by 
M. C. as wickedly inclined, ignorant, super- 
stitious, and ^atical in the extreme. They are 
also so quarrelsome, that the inhabitants of el 
Kasr and el Bowitti«are always at variance with 
the peasants of the villages of the eastern division 
of the Wah. They pillage and rob each other 
of the cattle that stray, and often even engage 
in furious contests. Each village has its chief, 
but the authority of such is little regarded by 
the rest of the people. The natives are seldom 
subject to ophthalmia, but they suffer severely 
from dangerous and obstinate remittent fevers. 
These diseases commence at the time of the fall 
of the flowers of the apricots : in March and 
April they are generally slight; during the 
season of the dates they increase, and continue 
to prevail through the autumn. According t6 


Thebes, on an (^pressivelj sultry evening in the month of 
June. Suddenly the atmosphere was filled with these de- 
structive insects. The windows being open, several of them 
flew into my room. The next morning I found, on riding to 
a distant temple, that every bush and green thing was ay* 
. yered with them. The inhabitants did not attempt to take 
any for food, but complained bitterly of the damage done by 
them to their crops. 
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Mr. Wilkinson, the unhealthiness of this district 
is occasioned by a pernicious miasma, Which the 
stagnant lakes created by the surplus of the water 
from their sources are continually exhaling. 

Formerly when a malefactor was convicted, 
he was sentenced to a fine of dates, rice, or 
other productions of the country ; but Mr. Wil- 
kinson says, that the peace of the district is now 
maintained by four or five hundred armed men, 
and by a general fine of two hundred dollars for 
every native kiUed in dispute or on any other 
occasion within its limits, and by an impost of 
double that sum for the murder of a stranger. 

Formerly the Arabs of the desert raised con- 
tributions on the inhabitants of the Oasis ; but 
since 1813 the country has been under the 
dominion of the Pasha of Egjrpt. This region, 
comprising el Hayz and el Ferafreh as de- 
pendants upon it, paid when M. Cailliaud was 
there an annual tribute of two thousand Spanish 
piasters; but according to Mr. Wilkinson the 
tribute is now raised to twenty thousand reals, 
or about 643/. sterling. 

The most imposing ruin in the Oasis Parva is 
a triumphal arch, evidently Roman. It stands 
on a platform, 33 ft. in height above the level of 
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the plain, and 128 ft. in length, being fonned of 
rough stones thrown without any order into the 
cement ; surrounding which is a wall 7 ft* thick, 
very much inclined, and curiously constructed 
of hewn stones, placed alternately crossways and 
lengthways. The longer side of the stones being 
three times the measurement of the shorter, one 
stone of the row placed lengthways apparently 
covers three of those beneath. The cornice, 
which appears to have extended all round the 
platform, is rather of a good style, being sur- 
mounted with trigl3^hs and dentils. Above 
it is a kind of attic, with its cornice three feet 
high, formmg a parapet to the platform. This 
latter is uncovered on three sides ; but on the 
fourth side, the ground of the village of Kasr is 
now and appears to have been always on a level 
with it. The principal fa9ade is towards the 
north. 

The triumphal arch, situated in the middle of 
the north fa9ade of the platform, is 25 ft. in 
length. The centre arch is now only remaining, 
from which a staircase leads to the ground 
beneath. The &9ades are ornamented with 
pilasters. On each side of the arch is a niche 
ornamented with small columns. A winding 
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Staircase leads to the terrace, the outlet to which 
is under the arch. There are some traces of 
Greek letters on the walls, which Belzoni took 
for remains of incriptions ; but M. Cailliaud 
supposed them to be only marks to assist the 
workmen in placing the stones. 

The most curious, and also the most useful 
remains in the Oasis Parva, are the subterranean 
aqueducts. There are ten near el Mendeesheh, 
situated a short distance from each other, and 
occup)dng a space of a quarter of a league. They 
commence from the adjoining hill: the rock 
there is steep, and about 30 ft. above the level of 
the cultivated ground. Eight of these aqueducts 
still convey water ; and two others are filled np 
with sand, owing to the negUgence of the in- 
habitants. Apertures are pierced at certain 
distances perpendicularly in the rock, to facili- 
tate the cleaning and repairing of the conduits. 
That which M. Cailliaud explored was 2 fit. 
• 5 in. high, and 1 fl. 8 in. broad. With the 
assistance of a torch he penetrated 40 ft. ; but 
could not go on further, on account of the 
passage being so small and partly filled up. 

One of the conduits has fourteen apertures 
through a distance of 49i ft., forming a crooked 
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line ; the direction being south 3® west The 
apertures are more or less deep, according to the 
level of the hill. One of them is 39 ft. 4 in. in 
depth ; the entrance to it is rectangular, 4 ft;. 
11 in. by 1 ft. 8 in. It is very smoothly cut in 
the rock, with holes on each side, to enable the 
workmen to descend. Two other aqueducts 
are each iumished with these apertures: the 
rest have none visible. The water ftom the 
aqueducts flows into a large basin, fi'om whence 
the inhabitants conduct it over their land by 
smaU canals. The sources are very abundant, 
and generally ferruginous. 

To the south of el Kasr are more than thirty 
aqueducts, like those at el Mendeesheh. A 
most abundant source of hot sulphureous water 
rises between the village of Kasr and el Bowitti. 
Four subterranean conduits convey the water into 
a vast excavation, partly natural, 740 ft. in cir- 
cumference, and 39 ft;, deep. This at the bottom 
is quite narrow, forming only a stream for the 
descent of the water. One conduit comes from 
the south, another from the north-west, and two 
from the west. The excavation has in appear- 
ance formerly been subterranean. Two apertures 
led to the ground ; but now the place which they 
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occupied is falleii, and filled with rubbish. The 
water flows in abundance through three of these 
conduits, and especially through the one from the 
south. It does not remain in the excavation ;- 
for the ground being very much inclined, it runs 
off rapidly. The conduits are mostly filled up. 
The inhabitants state that they are the work of 
the Koofars, that is, the infidels ; but they could 
not say where the water comes from. 

South-west of the village of Kasr is another 
aqueduct, the largest in the Oasis. It may be 
visited with greater ease, the conduits of it being 
as high as a man. Two of these conduits were 
placed one nearly above the other ; the lower of 
them being perhaps made on account of the other 
being too high to give a sufficient quantity of 
water. This aqueduct is now of no use ; the 
source, an excavation 49 ft. in circumference, 
and 26 ft. deep, being filled up with accumulated 
sand. There were ten apertures within a space 
of 180 ft. The accomplishment of such useful 
and expensive works proves the affluence and 
prosperity of the former possessors of these re» 
gions ; and their neglected state, most of them 
being rendered unserviceable from want of a 
little care and attention, is a striking instance of 
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the apathy, ignorance, and misery of the present 
inhabitants. 

Mr. Wilkinson says, that this Oasis has several 
springs of warm water, which, when left to cool 
in porous vases, is perfectly wholesome ; though 
some say it disagrees with strangers, if used by 
them in the summer. The most remarkable are 
at Bowitti and el Kasr ; that of the former having 
a temperature of 27*^ R. ; that of the latter, the 
steam of which is converted into a bath, of 
gy"* R., or about QS"" Fahr. With regard to 
the real and apparent warmth of the water of 
some of these springs, a judgment maybe formed 
from a pond at Zubbo, the water of which after 
sunrise (Feb. Srd), the exterior air being 8 J°R., 
was 18^^, and quite warm to the hand ; at mid- 
day the exterior air being 15**, it was 21% and 
Cold to the hand; and in the evening, nine 
P.M., the exterior air being 12^°, the water was 
20^% and consequently warm to the hand ; thus 
nearly agreeing with the simple phenomena of 
the Foimtain of the Sun in the Oasis of Amim. 
But it is necessary to add (says Mr. W.) that the 
pond, which is about 30 ft. wide, is not above 
5 or 6 ft. deep.* 

** Wilkinson's Egypt. 
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At the distance of a league from Mendeesheh, 
there are the remains of a room built of sand- 
stone, 26 ft. long, and 21 ft;, broad. The walls 
are thick ; but only two layers of stone are now 
remaining. At the north extremity is a door. 
There are a few Greek letters on the walls, but 
no Egyptian ornaments. South-east of the vil- 
lage there are some ancient sepulchres, consisting 
of three very small excavations in the sandstone 
hills. They are almost filled up, in consequence 
of their slight elevation above the level of the 
soil. These catacombs are iilferior to those at 
Siwah ; and none of them are ornamented with 
hieroglyphics. The sarcophagi are of burnt clay ; 
they were rounded at the two ends : sometimes 
a face and two hands are represented in relief on 
the covering, but the faces are wretchedly drawn. 
Belzoni says that these sarcophagi are two inches 
thick, and baked very strong ; the lids are quite 
flat, and have a head of a man, woman, or animal, 
immediately above the head of the mummy, and 
the corpses, not being prepared with asphaltum, 
are not well preserved. Some of these sarco- 
phagi are formed of two long pots of clay, . 
rounded at the ends and the upper part, and flat 
underneath. The head of the deceased was 
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placed in one of the pots and the feet in an- 
other. The pots were then cemented at their 
junction towards the middle of the body. All 
their covers have been opened, but nothing 
found within except bones. The bandages were 
fonnedoftheveiy coarsest linen. 

There are some ruins on the north-east side 
of the village of Zubbo, called Kasr Nosrany, or 
" Castle of the Christians :" these are the re- 
mains of a Coptic village I7OO ft. in circumfer- 
ence, built of brick. Two of the edifices appear 
to have been churches : one of these is 36 ft. 
long, and 21 ft. wide. The walls still remain- 
ing are 19 ft. high. The principal entrance is at 
the south end, but there is also a small doorway 
behind, towards the north. The interior con- 
sists of one room only, with a niche at the 
extremity in the thickness of the wall. There 
are three windows on each side of the building. 
The fbundations of the edifice are composed 
of rough fragments of the mountain. The 
second ruin is nearly of the same size : the 
fa9ade and entrance of this, also is to the south. 
The building is composed of a long room, with 
nine niches on each side in the thickness of the 
walls J above which also, on each side, are six 
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small openings intended to convey light to the 
interior : the actual height of the roof, which 
has been arched, is 14 ft. 6 in. There is an- 
other building almost square, 46 ft. by 39, which 
appeared to M. Cailliaud to have been once 
fortified. It is now full of ruins. The only 
entrance is on the east side of an arched 
door ; all its walls are inclined like those of 
the. Eg3^tian buildings. The houses consist of 
small, low rooms, with arched roofs supporting 
terraces. 

El Hayz is a short day's journey from 
Bahnasa. The French travellers found the 
ruins of some edifices of unbaked bricks. One 
was a Christian church 70 ft* lo^^g- The ex- 
terior consisted of four walls inclined in the 
Egyptian manner, and without any ornament: 
at the eastern extremity were two doors ; one 
towards the north, and the other towards the 
&outh. In the interior was a nave; and on 
each side were three arcades, formerly so many 
chapels, having a recess in the centre decorated 
with smaU columns and volute capitals. Above 
the chapels is a gallery, which extended round 
the whole church. The nave is adorned with 
columns, the capitals of which are a rude imitar 
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tion of an Egyptian capital, representing in a 
slight degree the flower of the lotus. Some 
remains of painting were found on the walls : 
the head of a horse was distinguishable; 
possibly of St George. There were also some 
Greek crosses, and some fragments of inscrip- 
tions. 

About a quarter of a league from this ruin, 
towards the south, are the remains of an en- 
closure formed of long and high walls, which 
were conceived to have probably belonged 
to a Roman castle. Its length appears to have 
been 285 feet, and the height 20 feet In the 
interior are the ruins of habitations. To the 
west, near this building, are seen the remains 
of arches almost buried in the sand. On the 
other side, to the south, SO"* west, less than a 
quarter of a league distance, are the remains of a 
square house, which they considered to be an 
ancient bath. It is divided into cabinets and 
small rooms. In the centre is a square well, cut 
in the rock, but now filled up and without 
water : a small passage was cut in the well for 
the water to flow through. Towards the south 
were some rude excavations in the mountain, 
tombs of the former inhabitants ; and there were 
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also ancient brick houses almost covered with 
sand. 

These ruins are situated at the extremity of a 
low valley, bounded, towards the east, by 
mountains, tlie direction of which is south- 
west and north-east, and which extend nearly 
to Mendeesheh. Near the same place was a 
small piece of ground cultivated with rice and 
com, and surroimded with a meadow half a 
league in extent, which is watered by a source 
25 ft. in circumference. The temperature of 
this source at eleven o'clock was 29° 9' R^ 
the air being 18^ 9^ Some doums and date 
trees were observed in the valley ; but the sand 
encroaches continually on the cultivated groimd. 
The people of el Kasr come to this place to 
graze their cattle, and to till a few patches of 
land which they possess ; there is in conse- 
quence often no one residing at el Hayz. 

Besides travellers and those interested in 
cultivating this scanty tract, el Hayz is visited 
by pilgrims to a tomb erected there in honour 
of a s^t, sheakh Ali, who is held in great 
veneration. The number of saints in the Oases, 
as in the valley of the Nile, is very consider- 
able. The Wahabees have put an end to the 
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worshipping of saints in a great part of Arabia, 
and have there restored the pure Mahomet- 
anism ; but the reformation has not yet spread 
to the valley of the Nile. 

El Ferafireh is 32 hours from el Hayz. Ac-' 
cording to a tradition Monsieur Cailliaud heard, 
this Oasis is the first which the Mussulmen 
conquered from the Christians who inhabited, 
the deserts. There is only one village in the 
place, about 600 paces in circumference, and 
containing about 180 inhabitants. In the village 
is a castle, the form of which is nearly square : 
the walls are 35 ft. high, and about 350 in cir- 
cumference ; the foundations are of stone, the 
superstructure of crude bricks. This place is 
situated in a part of the desert a little elevated 
above the vast plain, and to the east of it. The 
north side of the castle is not surrounded, as the 
other sides are, with constructions. When the 
inhabitants take refuge there, they close the 
door with a large stone : then some of them fire 
on the assailants from the top of the walls, and 
others throw down on them masses of rock, of 
which they are careftil to have always a good 
supply. The castle is raither imposing in its ap-* 
pearance : the walls are inclined. 
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The lands now cultivated are scattered in the 
desert : the best of these is close to the village, 
and covered with olives ; but the most consider- 
able territory is towards the east and south-west. 
There are, towards the south-west, from a 
quarter of a league to ten leagues in distance, 
several small dependencies on the Oasis, or plots 
of cultivated land ornamented with dates and 
olives, and having sources of water. There is 
moreover an ancient building, called Deyr. 
Towards the west also, there are a few verdant 
tracts scattered over the desert. 

Mr. Wilkinson was informed, that, about five 
or six days* journey west of the road from El 
Hayz to Ferafreh, there is another Oasis, called 
Wady Zerzoora, which is about the size of the 
Oasis Paxva, abounding in palms, with springs, 
and having some ruins of uncertain date. This 
tract was discovered about nine years ago by an 
Arab in search of a stray camel ; and, from the 
footsteps of men and sheep he then observed, it 
also is supposed to be inhabited. Gebabo, an- 
other wady, lies six days* march beyond this to 
the west, and twelve days from Argila ; and 
Tazerbo, which is still ftirther to the west, 
belongs to the same Oasis, with which it is 
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inferred that Wady Z^-zoora also communicates. 
By another account Zerzoora is only two or three 
days* travel due west from Dakkel, beyond 
which is another wady ; then a third, abound- 
ing in cattle ; then Gebabo and Tazerbo, and 
beyond these is Wady Rabeeana. Gebabo is 
inhabited by two tribes of blacks, the Sunerdayn 
and Erzezayn. The inhabitants of these Oases 
are negroes, and many of them have been carried 
off at different times by the Mohgrebins for 
slaves. " The Valleys of the Blacks/* a series 
of similar Oases, lie still father to the west.* 

* Wilkinson's Egypt, S59. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

OASIS OF DAKKELy DISCOVERED BY SIR ARCHIBALD 
EDMONSTONE. DROMEDARIES AND HORSES. DE- 
SERT. ELEVEN VILLAGES. DESCRIPTION OF THE 

METROPOLII^. BATHS. POPULATION. — CLIMATE. 

— DISEASES. SOURCES. — MANUFACTURE OF INDIGO. 

— PRODUCTIONS OF THE OASIS. — CHARACTER OF 
THE INHABITANTS. — ANIMALS. ANTIQUITIES. SE- 
PULCHRES. TEMPLE BEARING THE NAME OF NERO 

AND TITUS. THE TEMPLE OF AIN AMOOR. 

Sir Archibald Edmonstone, Mr. Houghton, and 
Mr. Masters were the first Europeans who, in 
modem times, visited the Western Oasis, or the 
Oasis of DakkeL They had heard from Belzoni 
and others of its probable existence ; but on 
their departure from Syout, in the beginning of 
February 1819, they were apparently unconscious 
towards which Oasis they were travelling. They 
commenced their investigations very judiciously, 
making valuable presents to the Arab chiefs, 
sheakh Daoud Waffee, and sheakh Hamet, 
whose influence might have retarded the ex- 
pedition. 
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This well-timed liberality procured them 
twelve camels for their provisions, &c., and, 
what travellers seldom enjoy in the desert, 
horses for themselves and their servants. The 
motion of an Arab horse is undoubtedly much 
more agreeable and less fetiguing than that of 
even the best bred dromedary, when the latter 
is not ambling, but obliged to walk at the 
caravan pace: troops of horsemen often cross 
even the great Nubian desert. But it is seldom 
advisable for travellers to adopt this mode of 
journeying, as horses require a greater supply 
of water than caravans can generally spare. Sir 
A. Edmonstone and his friends were nearly five 
days in crossing this- desert, and were obliged 
the last night to make a forced march ; for, 
although they had fortunately met several cara- 
vans, from whom they purchased water, they had 
no longer any to give their horses, and scarcely 
enough for themselves. 

The general appearance of the desert, where 
they first entered it, was that of a vast and level 
plain ; but, as they advanced, they found 
greater variety of surface, and in some places 
hills even of considerable magnitude. The 
rocks were generally impregnated with iron. 
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and in many places exhibited visible traces of 
the agency of fire. The sand was usually of a 
very fine substance : sometimes it assumed the 
consistency of gravel, and it was rarely deep, 
except when drifted. The dAy before they 
arrived at the Oasis of Dakkel, they passed 
some hillocks of sand resembling artificial 
mounds, such as I have described in the valley of 
the Oasis Magna ; and they frequently saw coveys 
of partridges, in places which were seventy or 
eighty miles distant from either vegetable pro- 
ductions, or the slightest cultivation. 

On the l6th, at eight o'clock, they reached 
the village of Bellata. Their course from the 
time they entered the desert, had been nearly 
south-west; and, having been sixty-four hours 
on their march, they calculated that they had 
travelled a hundred and seventy-eight English 
miles. The Oasis of Dakkel contains eleven 
inhabited villages, of which ten are within five 
or six miles of each other. The eleventh, 
Balata, at which they first arrived, is situated 
at the eastern extremity of the plain. 

The principal village of the Oasis is almost at the 
western extremity. According to M. CaOliaua, 
who in the year 1880 visited these regions, it is 
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caQed Kasr : he says it contains «S0OO inhabitants; 
Sir A. Edmonstone, describes the situation of the 
place as perfectly lovely. It is seated on an emi- 
nence, at the foot of a line of rock which rises 
abruptly behind it ; and it is surrounded by ex* 
tensive gardens filled with palm, acacia, citron, 
and various other trees ; some of which our coun- 
tr3rman had rarely seen before in these regions. 

The only thing worthy of observation in this 
town, is a strong sulphuric and chalybeate 
spring, which thp people consider extremely 
sanative. M. Cailliaud states that the inhabitants 
have made this source conducive to their enjoy- 
ment as well as necessities; having erected 
covered baths for both sexes, which are daily 
used by all the inhabitants. 

The water flows from the baths into a brook, 
and is then divided into numerous little caimls, 
which irrigate and fertilise the gardens and 
fields. The names and situation of the other 
villages may be seen in the map appended 
to this work. After el Kasr, el KalamouB is 
the largest village in the district. Mr. Wilkin^ 
son states that there are 6000 male inhabitants 
in D^Jkkel; but M- Cailliaud con^sidered ^obe 
entire population of this Oasis to be only about 
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5000 : from the information I received in the 
Oasis Magna, I should conceive Mr. Wilkin- 
son's estimate to be quite correct. 

The climate is extremely variable in winter. 
Sometimes the rains are very abundant, and fall 
in torrents, as appears from the furrows in the 
rocks ; while the total want of dew sufficiently 
proves the general drfoiess of the atmosphere. 
Violent winds are very prevalent ; and the 
Khampseen (S. E.), the scourge of the desert 
frequently blows in the months of May and 
June. The plague is quite unknown ; but, 
when the heat is intense, fevers and agues are 
very general. The sheakh attributed them to an 
immoderate use of dates : but it is very probable 
that the insalubrity during the above mentioned 
period, is increased by the springs being strongly 
impregnated with iron and sulphur, while the 
water is so hot at the sources, that it cannot be 
used until it has been left to cool in an earthen 
jar. Fortunately for the natives, their springs 
never fail at any season of the year. 

The inhabitants of this Oasis have manu- 
factures of indigo. Sir A. Edmonstone saw one, 
which was carried on in the open air. The 
method of extracting the colour appeared very 
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simple. The plant, when dried, was put into 
an earthen jar with hot water, and was agitated 
by means of a palm branch, resembling- the. 
handle of a chum, until the colouring matter 
was extracted. The liquid was then strained 
through the bark of a tree into another jar, 
where it was left for eight or nine days ; during 
which time part of the water escaped, by 
trickling through a small aperture half way down 
the side, leaving the sediment at the bottom of 
the vessel. It was afterwards poured into a 
broad but very shallow hole, formed in the sand, 
which absorbed the remainmg liquid, and left 
the indigo in solid cakes on the surface. This 
commodity is the property of the richer in- 
habitants of the village, and is one of the very 
few articles of trade and manufacture which the 
pasha has not monopotised; probably from 
ignorance of its existence. 

The soil of this Oasis is a very light red 
earth, and produces wheat, barley, dourah, 
cotton, and tobacco, but not sufficient for the 
consumption of the inhabitants. Gr^n is sown 
in October and November, and reaped in March 
or Api^l. The crop of rice requires constant 
moisture. The principal produce, of the Oasis 
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consists in olives, rice, dried apricots, and 
particularly dates, which are of a beautiful 
description, and highly esteemedf especially the 
kind called ** sultanas/' Dates are an article of 
commerce with Egjrpt ; the travellers met cara- 
vans conveying them to the valley of the Nile. 
Lemons are also plentiful, and acacias grow very 
luxuriantly. Sir A. Edmonstone found one of 
the latter to be 17 ft. 3 in. in circumference. 

The inhabitants are courteous and hospit- 
able to strangers, and enjoy a high reputation 
among their neighbours. An old sheakh and 
others in the Oasis Magna, spoke of them with 
great respect. They said, "that they were 
really good people, obliging, and faithful to 
strangers, and richer and more learned than 
themselves. M. Caiiliaud observed a great 
differeuce between the manners of the inhabit- 
ants of this Oasis and of those* of the three 
others which he had visited. Many of the 
principal inhabitants came forth at his arrival to 
meet and welcome him. The sheakhs brought 
him presents of dates and apricots ; and, when 
he told them that he wished to see the anti- 
quities, they, with the greatest courtesy, offered 
fo accompany him in his researches. Sir A. 
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Edmonstone, the discoverer of the Oa^ avowed 
himself to be a Christian: nevertheless the 
friendly disposition of the natives manifested 
itself from the first ; and he and his friends had 
scarcely arrived before a sheakh came to their 
tent with a large supply of bread, omelette, and 
cheese, which was followed by some rice, and a 
sheep : and the people conducted their visitors 
very willingly to the different villages and anti- 
quities, Mr. Wilkinson also says, the people 
are hospitable, and differ, consequently, from 
those of the Oasis Parva; nor are they so 
ignorant and bigoted as the latter, or as those 
of Ferafreh. Like the inhabitants of the Oasis 
Magna, they pay a tribute to the pasha, and 
four or five Turks live there to collect it: 
formerly four hundred soldiers were considered 
necessary for that purpose. 

The pasha's* soldiers axe generally an intoler- 
able evil wherever they are stationed ; but they 
might be of some service here, in protecting the 
inhabitants against the incursions of the Mograh- 
bins, or Barbary Arabs, from whose depreda- 
tions they occasionally suffer exceedingly. Three 
years before Sir A. Edmonstone's visit, a band 
of 400 jnen made an irruption ; and, after a 
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Severe contest with the natives, in which many 
lives were lost* returned, canying off with 
them much booty, . It is thirty days' march 
hence to Tripoli^ reckoning ten hours to each 
day4 Sir A. Edmonstone states that lions and 
tigers were said not to be uncommon in this 
district. I did not hear of any lions in the 
Oasis Magna ; nor, indeed, should I have con- 
ceived that such animals were to be found on 
this side of Africa, to the north of latitude I7**. 
The few antiquities, which still exist in the 
western Oasis are still indubitable evidence, 
that it also formed a portion of the ancient 
Egyptian empire ; and that the religion and 
customs of the Nile were reverenced even in 
this remote region. An isolated rock, near 
to the metropolis, el Kasr, is perforated with 
caverns, which had served as catacombs for 
human (and according to M. Cailliaud for 
animal) mummies, the fragments of which still 
lie scattered about. The inhabitants of the ad- 
jacent hamlet had stripped them, in hope of 
finding something valuable; and the jackals, 
which abound there, had completed the work of 
devastation. The Arabs, however, looked upon 
them with a degree of religious horror j for, 
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upon our tiaveUers intimating a desire to carry 
one away with them, they unanimously declared^ 
they would in that case certainly desert them. 
About three miles south-west of this hill is the 
principal ruin in the Oasis, called Dar el Hadjar, 
or the temple of stone. This edifice appears firom 
Sir A. Edmonstone's view, to be situated on a 
hill, in a wild and dreary situaticm. The exterior 
is 51 ft. 4 in. long, by 24 ft. 8 in. wide. In front 
is a portico of eight columns, S ft. 2 in. in dia- 
meter. Only one of them appears to have the 
remains of a capital on it ; and the others are 
in a still more mutilated state. 

The first chamber, which measures about 24 ft. 
by 20 ft., is supported by four pillars, 5 ft:, in 
diameter. As much as is visible of the wall, is 
traced with figures and hierogl3rphics. Cailliaud 
says, that only the doors of this temple are thus 
ornamented. He observed Osiris with the head 
of a ram, (probably Amun,) with Isis and 
Anubis. The second apartment is of the same 
width, but only 10 ft. 4 in. long, perfectly plain 
and unornamented, except by the winged globe 
and serpents over the door. Behind this are 
three small rooms, parallel to each other, and 

« 

covered with sculpture blackened by the smoke 
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of lamps. These three chambers are lower 
than the rest of the building : their roofs are 
still remaining. The temple faces the east ; and 
round it, at the interval of twenty yards, are 
the remains of a thick wall of unbumt brick, and 
a gateway of stone facing the entrance, M. 
Cailliaud says, that the wall was also of stone, 
that a portico was attached to it in the interior, 
and that a continuation of arcades all round, 
supported by columns constructed of triangular 
bricks, led into small chambers. 

Mr. Wilkinson says this temple bears the 
names of Nero and Titus j and on the ceiling of 
the adytum is part of an astronomical subject. 

On the road from el Hadjar to the village of 
Aboudaklou, Sir A. Edmonstone found vestiges 
of a town of greater extent than any which he had 
seen before in the district. The buildings being 
now a complete mass of ruins, he could distinguish 
nothing but a small remnant of a temple, and a 
fragment of a white marble statue, apparently 
of^ek worl^anAip. and not without d^cZ 
although imperfect. A Sheakh, called Ismael, 
informed Sir A. Edmonstone and his party, that 
there was no thoroughfare through this Oasis, 
and that he was not aware of the existence of 
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any other inhabited tract further westward. 
Some Arabs had, according to his statement, 
lately endeavoured to explore in that direction ; 
but, at the end of three days, they had met with 
such a terrible whirlwind, as to prevent their 
proceeding. Other investigations, however, it 
seems, have had better success, for Mr. Wilkinson 
heard of three other Oases. 

The town of el Kasr, in the Oasis of el 
Dakkel, is about 130 miles from el Khargeh, the 
metropolis of the Oasis Magna. Three hours' 
ride from the most easterly inhabited place in 
the western Oasis, is a village, called Tenida; 
which is now deserted, owing to its distance 
from any of the others, and its consequent 
exposure to the incursions of hostile tribes. 
Six hours beyond Tenida is an elevated plat- 
form, apparently about thirty miles. in extent, of 
calcareous rock, slightly impregnated with iron, 
and abounding in petrified wood. 

This platform divides the valley of Dakkel from 
that of Ain Amour, which leads into the Oasis 
Magna. Cailliaud was three hours and a quarter 
in ascending this platform ; and, after ten hours^ 
ride, descended for a quarter of an hour to a well 
shaded by date trees, near which are the remains 
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of a temple. The situation of this edifice is said 
to be picturesque, being in a small plain, con- 
fined on three sides by mountains, which form a 
sort of semicircle open to the East. 

M. Cailliaud found that this plain was S7I 
metres above the level of the valley of Ain 
Amoor. The temple is in a very dilapidated 
state and, apparently, he says, of great an- 
tiquity ; which, however, is doubtful, as he 
states, that the sculpture and hieroglyphics are 
roughly executed, and Mr. Wilkinson found on 
it a portion of the name of a Caesar. 

According to the English travellers, the tem- 
ple measures 53 ft. 10 in. by 25 ft. : M. Cailliaud 
states its length to be ^0 ft. The back of 
the building is covered with sculpture. A wall 
of unbumt brick had surrounded it at a short 
distance, a considerable portion of which is still 
standing, together with a stone gateway imme- 
diately facmg that of the temple : but our coun- 
trymen could trace no vestiges of former ha- 
bitations. M. Cailliaud, however, observed some 
remains of houses, and a few excavations in the 
rock. The temple of el Khargeh, in the Oasis 
Magna, is sixteen hours distant from this edifice* 
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CHAP. XV. 

FORUER CIVILISATION OF THE OASES; FEW NOTICES 

OF THEM IN HISTORY. NO MONUMENTS REMAINING 

THERE, COTEMPORARY WITH THE OLDER EDIFICES 

AT THEBES. THE TEMPLE BUILT BY THE PERSIAN 

KING DARIUS. THE PTOLEMIES. THE ROMAN 

EMPERORS ; AND THE NECROPOLIS OF EL KHARGEH. 

EVIDENCE OF A CERTAIN DEGREE OF CIVILISATION 

AT DIFFERENT PERIODS. HERODOTUS's ACCOUNT | 

OF THE OASES PEOPLED BY COLONIES FROM ETHI- 
OPIA. — KING ETEARCUS. — JUPITER WITH THE 

HEAD OF A RAM. THE FOUNTAIN OF THE SUN. — 

PLINY. — EXPEDITION OF CAMBYSES. — ALEXANDER 
THE GREAT. — HIS JOURNEY TO CONSULT THE ORACLE 

. OF AMUN. DIODORUS'S DESCRIPTION OF THIS 

EXPEDITION. gUINTUS CURTIUs's DESCRIPflON. — 

PROFESSOR HEEREN. 

The Oases of the Libyan desert, now inhabited 
by barbarous uncultivated tribes, have evidently 
from the existing remains, once contained a 
population whose taste and refinement required 
the construction of elegant and even splendid 
edifices. The notices of the Oases in ancient 
authorities are exceedingly brief, and. chiefly 
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descriptive of their situation. The scattered 
remarks of Herodotus are, however, of great 
value, although they afford us but littie inform- 
ation as to the earliest history of these places. 

When we consider that the Oasis Magna is 
only about one hundred and fifty mUes distant 
from Thebes, it is certainly surprising that it 
does not contain any remains of monuments of an 
earlier period than the reign of Darius, that is, 
five centuries before our era, especially as it has 
been clearly ascertained that for fifteen centuries 
at the least before that time, Thebes abounded 
with magnificent edifices. It may be asserted, 
that the encroachments of the desert which sur- 
roimded the Oasis may have covered the vestiges 
of the more ancient temples ; but if any temples 
had been erected in the Oasis during those 
remote ages when art in Egypt was so widely 
difiused, I think we should have found some 
older name than that of Darius, or at least 
fragments of ancient edifices used as materials 
for the more modem buildings. 

It may, perhaps, be supposed, that the great 
temple of el Khargeh, and others in the Oasis, 
were not constructed to gratify the tastes and 
wants of a civilised people, but are merely monu- 
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mental evidence of the wealth and power of the 
rulers of Egypt ; such, however, I thhik, could 
not have been the case, for we find that the 
temple of el Khargeh bears the name of Darhis, 
and is the only edifice now existing built by 
this monarch*: and it can scarcely be supposed, 
that a king who, according to Herodotus, was 
most anxious to conciliate the priests c€ Egypt 
should have constructed so few buildings on the 
banks of the Nile, and at the same time erected 
so splendid a monument in this remote district, 
had not such a temple been absolutely required 
for the services of religion. The Romans, also, 
who built so many temples at p^iods^ when, if 
we may judge from the existing remains, they 
erected comparatively few in Egypt, could not 
have taken such pains merely to gratify their 
vanity, or for the convenience of their garrisons; 
Their object must have been to conciliate the 
inhabitants, or the latter must have bmFt them 
at their own expense, in honour of the gods 
they worshipped. TheNecropoKs of d Khargeh 
is ako a striking proof of the oprdence and taste 
which existed in these same regions at a later 
period. 

According to Herodotus,, the €)asis- of Amtin 
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was inhabited and civilised by Egyptians and by 
colonies from Ethiopia; but as the period of 
their establishment is not mentioned, it is un- 
certain when civilisation first shed its beams on 
these isolated verdant specks of the great Libyan 
desert. The absence of lapidary evidence of an 
older date induces me to suppose that the Oasis 
Magna did not enjoy a high degree of civiHsation 
before the reign of the Persian dynasty. The 
monuments, however, prove most satisfactorily 
that, from the reign of Darius until at least the 
reign of Antoninus, the religion of Egypt pre- 
vailed in the great Oasis, and the church and 
several of the tombs of the Necropolis afford 
indubitable evidence that Christianity afterwards 
floiuished in the place for a considerable period. 
. It will, perhaps, be less inconvenient to the 
reader, if I mention, in chronological order, the 
various notices of these Oases made by ancient 
writers. It might be interestmg to bring to- 
gether, in a more precise form, the various and 
var3^g Sbccounts of authors who lived in dif- 
ferent ages ; and it might be still more interest- 
ing to find from juxtaposkion the statements of 
the most ancient often confirmed by modem 
travellers ; but, as the passages relating to these 
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districts are few, and, as I trust this artide may 
be brief, it will not be difficult for the reader 
to perceive to what extent their narratives 
coincide. 

The monuments aObrd us a certain number 
of historical facts, and an acquaintance with the 
locality will enable us to correct and confirm the 
historical records ; but, as the latter are meagre 
and unsatisfactory, and, as the materials afforded 
by the monuments are scanty, it would be an 
act of presumption in any one to suppose that: 
he can rebuild the fabric of this people's history. 
It is possible that detailed descriptions of these 
Oases may once have existed ; but time, as de- 
structive to literature of inferior merit as the 
desert to the more humble edifices, has buried 
beneath its waves almost all traces of their ex- 
istence — a few passages and monuments alone 
preserving them fi:om entire obscurity. 

I ought especially to apologise to the learned 
for taking upon myself this office, particularly as 
the discussion has been so ably managed by 
others * ; but, however unsatisfactory the present 
article may be to those who are skilled in such 

* Major Reiwell, and Sir Archibald EdmonstOQe. . . 
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subjects, I trust most of my readers will be glad 
to see collected, in one general view, the several 
accounts, ancient and modem, of these Oases. 

Herodotus * mentions a people called the Cy- 
renians ^^ as having been at the oracle of Amun, 
and having conversed with the king of the 
Ammonians, called Etearcus." From this passage 
we learn that the Oasis of Amun was at- that 
time independent, and enjoyed a monarchical 
government. He then tells ust that the Egj^- 
tians make the image of Jupiter with the head 
of a ram, and that their example is followed by 
the Amonites, who are colonists of the Eg3rp- 
tians and Ethiopians, and speak a mixed lan- 
guage, and who, m his opinion, had taken the 
name of Ammonians because the Egyptians 
worshipped Jupiter under the name of Amun. 
This passage informs us by whom the Oasis was 
first inhabited ; and that the religion of Egypt 
not only prevailed at the time of the historian, 
but that the inhabitants were also called after 
the god which the mythology of Egypt teaches 
us was the principal divinity in the valley of the 
Nile. It was not, indeed, surprising, that the 

* Euterpe, 32. f Euterpe, 42. 
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Ethiopian colonists should institute an oracle in 
the place of their settlement in imitation of then* 
celebrated one in the island of Meroe. This is 
surely a more rational way of accounting for the 
establishment of the oracle in this region than 
the fable which Herodotus afterwards relates *, 
of the oracles at Dodona and in the Oasis being 
founded by two doves, or, as he interprets it, 
by two black women, or priestesses, who where 
stolen from the oracle of the divinity at Thebes. 
In the fourth book of Herodotus we have a 
more particular account of these Oases. After 
describing the Nomade tribes on the coast of 
Africa, he says t, " Above these the interior of 
Africa abounds in wild beasts, and beyond this 
part there is (he says) a dune of sand, which 
extends from Thebes in Egjrpt to the columns 
of Hercules ; and in this dune of sand, for the 
space of a journey of about ten days, there are 
fragments of salt in large masses upon the hiUs ; 
and at the top of each hill, fit^m the midst of the 
salt, cold and sweet water rises. Round this 
water resides the last race towards the desert ; and 
beyond the region inhabited by wild beasts, ten 

* Euterpe, 55. f Melpomene, 181* 
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days' journey from Thebes, are the Ammonians^ 
who have a temple from the Theban Jupiter. 
There is to them also a peculiar fountain of 
water, which at sunrise is tepid ; at the time men 
assemble in the market-place it is colder, and after 
mid<«day very cold : at that time they irrigate 
their gardens. As the evening draws on, the cold 
diminishes until sunset ; the water then becomes 
tepid, and continues to rise in temperature until 
midnight, when, being very hot, it boils. After 
midnight is past, it gradually cools down until 
morning. It is called the Fountain of the Sun.*' 
At the rate of about 50]miles per day, the jour- 
ney from Thebes to the Oasis of Amun might 
be accomplished in the space of ten days. Hero- 
dotus's description of sweet water rising among 
the salt rocks is confirmed by the narratives of 
all the travellers who have visited the Oasis of 
Siwah. The Eg3q)tians, unacquainted with the 
nature of hot springs, may have considered as a 
miracle what, in fact, merely arose from the 
state of the water contrasted with the state of 
the atmosphere. Water which may be of a 
degree of warmth exceeding that of the air at 
sunrise, would necessarily feel colder and colder 
towards mid-day, if its temperature was not 
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affected by the great increasing heat of the 
surrounding atmosphere; and its comparative 
warmth at midnight would be easily exaggerated 
to boiling heat before the description of it had 
travelled to Egypt. This account of the water 
boiling at midnight is, however, confirmed by 
Diodorus* and Quintus Curtiust; and Pliny 
says t, " Jovis Hammonis fons interdiu fri- 
gidus, noctibus fervet." Pliny also states (lib. v. 
ch. V.) that the distance of this fountain and the 
oracle of Amun from Cyrene is CCCC.M. 
passuum. Herodotus § has also recorded an his- 
torical event which gives an additional interest 
to these regions. Cambyses, whose hatred to 
the gods was only equalled, or more proba- 
bly caused, by his intemperance, " on arriving 
at Thebes before proceeding into Ethiopia, 
selected from his army 50,000 men, and these 
he ordered to enslave the Ammonians, and bum 
the oracular temple of Jupiter. The expe- 
dition, being provided with guides, marched 
from Thebes, and is known to have arrived at 
the city of Oasi, inhabited by those Samians 

* Diodorus, lib. xvii. vol. ii. p. 199. 
t Quintus Curtius, lib. iv. chap. vii. 
:|: Pliny, lib. ii. ch. ciii. § Thalia, 25 and 26. 
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who are said to be of the iEschrionian tribe. 
These people are at the distance of seven days' 
journey from Thebes, over a sandy country, and 
the place is called the Island of the Blest. It is 
said that the army of Cambyses arrived at this dis- 
trict ; but what became of it afterwards, the Am- 
monians, and those who have information from 
them, only can say, since they neither arrived 
among the Ammonians nor returned back. The 
Ammonians themselves state, that, as the Persians 
were advancing from this Oasis, through the 
sands, against the same Ammonians, and had 
halted to refresh themselves with food, half way 
between themselves and the Oasis, a great and 
violent south wind arose, which, raising up hills 
of sand, overwhelmed them, and that they in this 
manner disappeared.** This is the only notice 
Herodotus has given of the Oasis Magna ; and 
from the quotation we may, I think, with some 
probability, infer, that the Oasis Magna was then 
of less importance than Siwah ; for, as Herodotus 
states that the great object of Cambyses was to 
subdue the Ammonians and destroy their cele- 
brated temple, it is probable that the former was 
not of suflScient importance to provoke the wrath 
of the Persian king, and that it contained few or 
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no temples to destroy. At the same time it 
must be allowed, that if the Oasis Magna did 
contain temples, they could scarcely rival in 
importance the one containing the celebrated 
oracle of Jupiter, which two centuries afterwards 
attracted even Alexander, and was therefore an 
object not imworthy of the expedition of Cam- 
byses. The hills of light moving sand are so 
numerous and extensive in the desert near Siwali, 
that caravans, being unable to cross them, are now 
often obUged to deviate from their direct course. 
But it is difficult to conceive the possibility of a 
whole army being destroyed by a simoom : it 
is much more probable that the guides deceived 
them, and sacrificed their lives for the preserv- 
ation of their country. 

The journey of Alexander to the Oasis of 
Siwah, to consult the celebrated oracle of 
Amun, has given additional interest to these re- 
gions. The Macedonian hero, after defeating the 
Persians at the river Granicus, subduing the 
greater part of Asia Minor, and besieging and 
taking Tyre and Gaza, entered into Egypt. 
The Egyptians, weary of the Persian yoke, 
hastened in crowds to meet him. Memphis 
opened its gates to the conqueror, and the trea- 
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sures of King Darius were surrendered to him. 
The monuments of Egypt bear his name m 
hieroglyphics, the restoration of many edifices 
being executed at his expense. Alexander, 
however, evinced his reverence for the religion 
of the Nile in a manner more congenial to his 
character and disposition. An expedition to the 
Oasis, containing the oracle of Amun, pre- 
sented difficulties which alone were sufficient to 
excite the courage and ambition of the Macedo- 
nian hero. After worshipping with the high 
priest Jaddua, the true God at Jerusalem, he 
determined to penetrate to the holiest of holies 
of the great Egjrptian divinity. Diodorus and 
Quintus Curtius have given us most interesting 
descriptions of these regions. Diodorus says, 
" Having settled his affairs in Egypt, Alexander 
imdertook a journey to the temple of Amun, 
to consult the god there. When he was in the 
midst of his journey he was met by ambassadors 
of C3rrene, who presented him with a crown 
and other rich gifts, among which were 300 
war horses, and five splendid teams of chariot 
horses. These he accepted, and made a 
league of peace and amity with them ; and then, 
with those that attended him, went forward on 
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his journey towards the sacred region. When 
he came to the parched and dry deserts, (for he 
had taken water with him,) he passed through a 
region which was nothing but an immense ex- 
panse of sand. After the fourth day their water 
was spent, so that they were reduced to extreme 
distress. While they were in a state of great 
dejection, a sudden and unexpected shower of 
rain falling, supplied their present necessities; 
which unlooked-for preservation he imputed to 
the protecting providence of the gods. Having 
fiimished themselves out of a certain cavity with 
as much water as was sufficient for four days, in 
that time they passed over this parched desert ; 
but as there was no visible path, by reason of 
the great mass of sand, those who led the way 
reported to the king that there were crows, 
which, appearing on the right hand, were direct- 
ing them the way to the sacred region ; which 
the king taking as a happy omen, and concluding 
that his coming was grateful as well as accept- 
able to the god, went forward with ardour. 
The next place he came to was called the Bitter 
Lake: having travelled thence a hundred fur- 
longs, he passed by what are called the cities of 
Amun, and in one day*s journey more came, fo 
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the sacred grove of the god. The district around 
this temple is encircled by a dry and sandy 
desert, contributing nothing to the support of 
man ; but the district itself, which is fifty fur- 
longs broad and as many long, is full of pleasant 
fountains, and watered with running streams, 
and abounding with all sorts of trees, and espe- 
cially with finit trees. The places immediately 
round it are dry and scorching, yet to all that live 
there the heavens afford a most healthy climate. 
It is reported that this temple was founded by 
Danaus the Egyptian. 

" Towards the south and west of the sacred 
region of the god, the Ethiopians dwell j to- 
wards the north, the Nomade nation of the 
Libyans; and towards the midland countries, 
the Nasamenes. The Ammoni, the inhabitants 
of the sacred grove, live in villages. In the 
middle of their district is a castle fortified with 
three walls : within the first inclosure stands 
the palace of the ancient kings ; within the 
second the gynecaeum, where were the apart- 
ments for the wives, children, and kindred of 
the prince, and the stations of the guards of the 
palace ; as also the temple of the god, and the 
sacred fountain wherein they washed the offer- 
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ings. Within the third are the lodgings of the 
spearmen, and guard houses of those who attend 
upon the prince. Not &r beyond the precincts 
of the castle stands another temple of Amun, 
shaded round with many large trees ; next to 
which is a fountain called^ from its natural effects, 
the fountain of the sun ; as the water ever varies 
in an extraordinary manner according to the 
hours of the day. For about sunrising it is 
lukewarm ; afterwards, as the day advances, it 
becomes gradually colder and colder every hour, 
till the noon-day heat, at which time it is at the 
lowest temperature ; thenceforward, till evening, 
the cold abates by degrees; and as night ad- 
vances, it rises in warmth until midnight ; from 
which time it cools by degrees till sunrising, 
when it is lukewarm again as before. The 
image of the god is also ornamented with 
emeralds and other stones, and delivers his 
oracles in a very singular manner: for he is 
carried about in a golden ship upon the shoulders 
of eighty priests, who go without hesitation to 
whatever place the god, by signs of the head, 
directs the procession. Then follows a great 
multitude of matrons and young virgins, singing 
paeans the whole way, and setting forth the 
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praises of the god in a hymn composed after 
the style of their country. 

" When Alexander was introduced by the 
priests into the temple, and into the presence of 
the god, an aged man of the prophets approached 
him, and said, ** Hail, my son, and this title take 
from the god himself." To whom he made 
answer, " I accept it, O father, and if you 
will make me lord of the whole world, yours 
I will henceforth be called.** Upon which the 
priest approached the altar, and when the men 
who were supporting the image moved forward 
at what was appointed as certain indications of 
a voice, he (the prophet) declared, " that the 
god would certainly bestow upon him what he 
desired.** Alexander then said, " I entreat 
thee, O god, that thou wouldst let me know 
what I have yet to inquire, whether I have 
executed justice upon aU my father's murderers, 
or whether any have escaped;" at which the 
prophet cried out, " Express thyself differently ;** 
for he assured him that no mortal could injure 
his parent, but that all the murderers of Philip 
had suffered punishment. He added further^ 
that his wonderful successes and prosperous 
achievements were evidences of his divine birth : 
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for that as, according to the oracular responses, 
he had ever been, so should he ever remain, 
unconquered. Alexander then, having honoured 
the god with magnificent dedications, returned 
to Egypt/' 

The description of this celebrated expedition, 
and of the Oasis which Quintus Curtius has 
given us, confirms in many respects that of 
Diodorus j but as ,the subject is interesting, I 
think it better to lay a full translation of it 
before the reader. Quintus Curtius says, 
^^ Every thing being arranged in Egypt so as to 
change none of the national institutions of the 
Egyptians, Alexander determined to go to the 
oracle of Jupiter Amun. A march was to be 
encountered scarcely to be borne by those who 
are well prepared for it, even when they may be 
few in number. There was a want of water 
both in the ground and in the atmosphere : the 
sands lie barren, which, when the exhalation of 
the sun inflames, and the glowing ground bums 
the feet, an intolerable heat arises : and they 
had to contend not only with the heat and 
dryness of the region, but also with a very strong 
description of gravel sand, which, being un- 
commonly deep and yielding to the footsteps, is 
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hardly traversable. But his courage was incited 
by a great desire of approaching Jupiter, whom 
he, not content with human eminence, either 
believed to be, or wished to be believed to be, 
the author of his birth. Therefore, with those 
whom he had determined to take with him, he 
descended by the stream to the lake Mareotis. 

" There the ambassadors of Cyrene brought 
gifts to him, begging for peace, and that he 
would visit their cities. Alexander, having 
accepted the gifts and cemented their friend- 
ship, continued to follow up his enterprise. 
And, indeed, during the first and second day, 
the labour appeared tolerable, the vast and naked 
solitudes not being as yet entered : the land, how- 
ever, being even then barren and parched. But 
when the plains opened out which were covered 
with deep sand, they, entering as it were an im- 
mense sea, looked around for the general indica- 
tions of land. Not a tree, not a vestige of 
cultivated groand, appeared. Even the water 
which the camels carried in skins failed them„ 
and there was none to be found in the parched 
soil and burning sands. Moreover, the sun had 
parched every thing ; all was dry and burnt up^ 
when suddenly, — whether it was a gift of the gods; 
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or an accidental occurrence, — the clouds, spread- 
ing over the heavens, concealed the sun ; which 
was a very great relief to those expressed with 
the heat, although they still remained in want ci 
water. But when the clouds discharged a very 
abundant shower, every one collected it for 
himself; those who were impatient from thirst 
receiving it even by their open mouths. Four 
days they wandered through vast solitudes ; and 
they were not far from the seat of the oracle, when 
many ravens met the army, preceding the van 
by a gentle flight, and when the army advanced 
slowly, these settled on the ground: at other 
times they raised themselves on their wings, 
thus as it were preceding them and showing 
them the way. At length they arrived at the 
temple consecrated to the god. This temple, 
wonderful to relate, being placed among vast 
solitudes, is so covered on every side by sur- 
rounding foliage, that the sim can scarcely 
penetrate the dense shade, and many fountains 
of sweet waters flowing in every direction nourish 
the groves. Also the wonderful temperature of 
the climate, similar to the genial warmth of 
spring, is equally salubrious through all the 
seasons of the year. The nearest inhabitants 
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of the region towards the east are certain Ethi- 
opians. The Arabs, called Troglodytes, whose 
territory extends to the Red Sea, are towards 
the south. As the land inclines towards the 
west, other Ethiopians dwell who are called 
Sienites. To the north are the Nasamones, a 
people of the Syrtes, living upon the plunder of 
vessels ; inasmuch as they block up the seacoast, 
and take possession of vessels which may be for* 
sak^i by the tide in the shallows they them* 
selves are acquainted with. The inhabitants of 
the grove, which they call of Amun, live in 
scattered huts, and have the centre of the grove 
for a fort, as it is surrounded by a treble wall. 
The first fortification inclosed the ancient 
palace of the kings: within the next their 
wives, children, and concubines dwell. Here, 
also, is the oracle of the god. In the last for* 
tification were the dwellings of the guard and 
armed men. There is also another grove of 
Amun, in the midst of which is a fountam, 
called the fountain of the sun. About sunrise it 
is lukewarm ; in the middle of the day, when the 
heat is excessive, it is cold ; towards evening it 
becomes warm ; at midnight it is hot and boil- 
ing; as the night advances towards daylight, 
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the nocturnal heat is much diminished, until, at 
sunrise, it sinks to its former tepid state. 

" That which they worship for a god has not 
the same effigy which artists have commonly 
given to the gods. The form of it, as far as the 
navel, is like a ram formed of a collection of 
emeralds and gems.* When an answer is sought 
for, the priests canry it in a gilded vessel, with 
many silver goblets hanging from each side of 
the vessel. Matrons and virgins follow, singing, 
according to the custom of the country, a certain 
rude song, by which they imagine they can pro- 
pitiate Jupiter to deUver an unerring oracle. 
On this occasion the oldest of the priests calls 
the king, who had approached, iilius, affirming 
that Jupiter his parent gave him this name. 
He then, as one forgetful of human lot, says 
that he received the name and acknowledged 
the relationship ; after which he asked whether 
his father, according to the fates, might give 
him the empire of the whole world. The pro- 
phet, inclined to flatter him on this point also, 
asserted that he should be the ruler of all the 
earth. Afterwards he pressed the question, 

* Some of the coins of Alexander have the ram's head and 
the persea» — Mionnet, M^dailles Antiques^ voL i. p. 517. 
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whether all the murderers of his father had 
suffered punishment. The priest denies that 
his parent could be injured by the wickedness 
of any one, but states that all the murderers 
of Philip had suffered punishment. He added, 
that he should be unconquered until he should 
depart unto the gods. Having offered sacrifice, 
he gave gifts to the priests and to the god, and 
granted permission to his ftiends also to consult 
Jupiter. They asked nothing more than whether 
he would sanction them in the worshipping of 
their king with divine honors. The priest 
answered that it would be acceptable to Jupiter, 
that they should worship their victorious kmg 
with divine honors. To one estimating cor- 
rectly and properly the faith of an oracle, these 
answers might have appeared truly vain; but 
fortune makes those whom she constrains to put 
confidence in herself alone, to be in a great 
measinre desirous of glory rather than equal to 
it. Therefore, Alexander, not only allowed 
himself to be called the son of Jupiter, but even 
commanded it : and diminished, while he wished 
to increase by such an appellation, the fame of 
his exploits. And the Macedonians, accustomed 
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indeed to royal command, but with greater ap- 
pearance of liberty than other nations, showed 
their aversion to this seeking after an im- 
mortal origin more obstinately than comported 
either with their own safety or the honor of the 
king." 

These quotations require few remarks. Dio- 
dorus's statement, that Alexander was only nine 
days in the deserts seems to indicate that his 
route was the same as Mr. Browne's. Diodorus 
states also, that the temple was built by Danaus, 
who lived, according to Mr. Wilkinson, about 
1385 B. C. 

As I have said before, it is deeply to be 
regretted that no traveller has yet copied the 
hieroglyphics on the walls of the temple of 
Siwah, since from Baron Minutoli's plate they 
contain, as is generally the case, the name of a 
king ; and that no person has been there, suffici- 
ently acquainted with the styles of sculpture as 
to be fully capable to give an opinion of the 
period of its construction. I have stated, that 
the composition of the sculpture, as represented 
in Baron Minutoli*s plate, does not appear 
very ancient, perhaps not later than the time 
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of the Ptolemies. The eflSgy of a god with 
the head of a ram is evidendy the repre- 
sentation of Jupiter Amun, or rather Amun 
Kneph. 

The preceding quotations are valuable, also, as 
informing us that the statues in the temples 
.^ oma-nentad wiA jeweb, and a, aifordmg 
US some conception of the tricks the priests 
practised in delivering the oracles. The pro- 
cession of the god in the golden ship, supported 
by eighty priests, reminds me of the magnificent 
ceremony represented on the walls of the 
splendid portico of Medenet Abou at Thebes. 
The Theban Jupiter is there depicted, carried 
by priests. SimUar ceremonies being customary 
among the Egyptians, give an additional weight 
to the narrative of Diodorus- The accounts 
also of the fountain of the Sun confirm that 
of Herodotus ; and no description of a desert 
can be more graphic than that of Quintus Cur- 
tius. 

I will take this opportunity of stating, that I 
quite agree with Professor Heeren, "that the 
oracle of Amun was not the cause but the result 
of the importance of this Oasis. Commerce pro- 
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duced that influence which led to its civilisation. 
Palmyra became rich and powerful by the acci- 
dental circumstance of its being in the route o 
the caravans from India ; and this Oasis afforded 
a grateful and luxurious repose to the caravans 
on their route to the coimtry of the Garamantes^ 
now Fezzan, and from there to the Lotophagi 
in the two Syrtes, and therefore in the territory 
of the Carthaginians, and also to the Atlantes in 
central Africa.** * 

Arrian*s account of the expedition of Alex- 
ander is also interesting : — "In addition to these 
things a desire possesses him (Alexander) to 
come to Amun in Libya, for the purpose in 
some measure of consulting the god, since 
the oracle of Amun was said to be infallible. 
And therefore he set forth in this mind to 
Amun, as about to learn or to say that he had 
learned more certainly the things concerning 
himself. He proceeded, according to the account 
of Aristobulus, as far as Paroetonium, along the 
sea-coast through a district certainly deserted but 
not waterless, to the distance of one thousand 
and six hundred stades. He then turned into 

* Vol. ii. 420. 
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the midland country, where the oracle of Amun 
was. But the way is both desert, and a great 
portion of it is sand, and it is without water. 
Much water, however, came to Alexander from 
heaven, and the event was referred to a divine in- 
terposition. But this also was attributed to the 
good pleasure of the deity : if the south wind 
blows in that region, it raises the sand to a 
considerable height over the road, so that the 
marks of the way disappear ; and, as in the sea, 
it is .not possible by reason of the sand to know 
what course +o take. For there are not any 
where indications along the road, neither hill, 
nor tree, nor permanent tumuli standing forth, 
by which travellers might conjecture their course, 
as mariners do by the stars. But the army of 
Alexander in consequence began to wander, and 
the guides of the way became doubtful. Ptolemy 
the son of Lagus indeed says, that two serpents 
after having emitted a cry advanced before the 
army, and that Alexander commanded the 
generals, relying upon the divine providence, to 
follow these ; and that they led the way both to 
and from the oracle. But Aristobulus says, (and 
the more common report adheres to this state- 
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ment,) that two ravens flying before the army, 
— that these became leaders to Alexander. And 
truly that something divine assisted him, I am 
bold to believe, for even appearance favours such 
an opinion : those, however, who have given us 
different accounts of the matter, take from the 
certainty of the statement. But as to the place 
where the shrine of Amun is, all the surrounding 
parts are desert, and sand possesses the whole, 
and it is without water. It however placed in 
the midst being small, (for where it stretches out 
furthest in breadth, it extends at most to forty 
stades,) is full of fair trees, such as olive and 
palm trees, and alone of the surrounding districts 
is refreshed with dew. A fountain also springs 
from it, not like in any one respect to other 
fountains, as many as spring from the earth. 
For even at midday the water is cold to one 
having tasted it and still more to one having 
touched it, as if it was most cold ; but as the 
sun declines towards the evening, it is warmer ; 
and from evening all along until midnight the 
warmth iacreases; at midnight, it arises to its 
greatest heat; but from midnight it becomes 
gradually cool ; and at morning it is really cold» 
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but most cold at midday : and each day it ex- 
periences this regular change. But salt also is 
produced natiurally, being dug for in this place j 
and some of the priests of Amun are in the 
custom of conveying portions of it into Egypt. 
For when they go into Egypt, placing the salt in 
baskets made of woven palm branches, they 
carry it as a gift to the king or to any other in- 
dividual. But the mass of salt is oblong, (some 
pieces of it are even more than three digits,) 
and pure, like crystal. And both the Egyptians, 
and as many others as have not the deity in con- 
tempt, use this for sacrifices, as being purer 
than salt from the sea. Alexander both ex- 
amined with admiration the country here, and 
consulted the god : and • having heard, as he 
asserted, what was agreeable to him, he re- 
turned into Egypt, as Aristobulus says, the 
same way back, but, as Ptolemy the son of 
Lagus says, by another direct course as towards 
Memphis. 

Josephus * reproaches Apion with wishing to 
pass for an Alexandrian, when he was in reality 

* Lib. ii. contra Apionem, c. 3« and 4. 
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an Egyptian, being bom at Oasis in the heart 
of Egypt. The Oasis Parva must, I conceive, 
be the birth-place of Apion. Tlie Oasis of 
Amun cannot be called the heart of Egypt; 
and, according to Herodotus, the Oasis Magna 
was inhabited by those Samians who are said to 
be of the ^schrionian tribe. 


*w^^^mmm^mm^^m^tm^i^fm^r^^ 
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PTOL£MY. — STRABO MENTIONS THREE OASES. — NAMES 
IN THE GREEK AND HIEROGLYPHIC INSCRIPTIONS ON 

THE MONUMENTS. NUMBER OF TEMPLES ERECTED BY 

THE ROMANS. OLYMPIODORUS, THE FIRST AUTHOR 

WHO MENTIONS THE OASIS OF DAKKEL OR WEST- 
ERN OASIS. — ATHANASIUS TOOK REFUGE IN ONE OF 

THE MONASTERIES OF THE OASIS MAGNA. NESTORIUS 

EXILED TO THAT REGION. JUVENAL. TIMASIUS. 

ATHANASIUS'S DESCRIPTION OF THE OASIS. ARA- 
BIAN GEOGRAPHERS. — DESCRIPTION BY EDRISSI. — ^BY 

. ABULFEDA. BY JACUTUS. BY LEO AFRICANUS. 

HARTMAN. — PONCET, THE FIRST MODERN TRAVELLER 
WHO VISITED ANY OF THESE REGIONS. 

Ptolemy mentions two Oases, which he calls the 
greater and the lesser. The greater he places 
in the parallel of Abydus, and the lesser near 
the lake Moeris, but to the south of its parallel. 
Ptolemy places the first in latitude 26^ 55\ and 
the lesser in 28^ 45". Pliny also mentions two 
Oases. 
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Strabo says *, " The ancients only gave the 
name of Egypt to that mhabited part which the 
waters of the Nile cover. Afterwards, in his 
time, they comprised under that name, on the 
eastern side, all the country between the Arabian 
gulf and the Nile, and on the western side, the 
region which extends as far as the Oasis, and 
the maritime districts from the Canopian mouth 
to Catabathmus and tlie province of the Cjn-e- 
neans, for the successors of Ptolemy increased so 
in power that they even possessed the Cjn-enaica, 
and added to Egypt, moreover, the island of 
Cyprus J and the Romans, he says, who suc- 
ceeded to the government of their territories, 
have judged it convenient to preserve the same 
limits to Egypt.'* 

" The Egyptians call by the name of Anasis 
(Auasis), the inhabited districts which are sur- 
rounded by vast deserts and resemble islands in 
the sea, and this sort of country is very common 
throughout Libya. But there are three bordering 
upon* and attached to the government of Egypt.*' 
In another place he states, " that of the three 
Auases which he had mentioned, the first over 

• Lib. xvii. 
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against Abydus, seven days' journey distant from 
it through the desert, was a habitation well 
supplied with water and wine, and sufficiently 
furnished with other necessaries : that the 
second was opposite the lake Moeris, and the 
third near the oracle of Amun. 

This is the first quotation I have given that 
alludes to three Oases. The Oasis to the west 
of el Khargeh was seemingly not known at that 
time, or at all events it must have been of little 
importance, as none of the more ancient authors 
have mentioned it. The Oasis of Siwah and the 
Oasis Magna and parva must be the three Strabo 
alludes to. They were all, according to him, 
under the government of Egypt, and would 
probably be more prosperous as provinces than 
as independent states. Their intimate connec- 
tion with Egypt, particularly during the dynasty 
of the Ptolemies, when the trade of that country 
became so extensive, and Alexandria surpassed 
in opulence all the cities of the East, would be a 
great source of gain to them, as the rich caravans 
to Cyxene and Carthage, and into the interior of 
Africa, would probably pass through their terri- 
tory ; but when the trunk languished the branches 
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would soon lose their luxuriance. The govern- 
ment of Egypt, when in the hands of wise and 
powerful rulers, must naturally have infused 
life and vigour into every department of the com- 
merce of that great empire ; but when anarchy 
and destructive wars exhausted her strength, 
the distant colonies would be unprotected, if not 
abandoned. 

The monuments are now useful in affording 
us some idea of the condition of the Oases at the 
period of the reign of one of the Ptolemies, and 
also during a portion of the first and second 
centuries of the Christian era. The name of 
Ptolemy Euergetes, the third and last of the 
Ptolemies, whose reign was a blessing to his 
people, is found in hieroglyphics on all the walls 
of the fine temple of Kasr Ouaty. The Romans 
appear to have surrounded it with a strong en- 
closure. The small houses with which the area 
is now crowded are apparently of a still more 
recent date. 

The names of six Roman Emperors are en- 
graved on the walls of the temples of the Oases. 
The names of Adrian and Antoninus are found 
in hieroglyphics on the wall of the temple, on 
the hill near el Khargeh. Galba's name is in 
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the Greek inscription (see Appendix) on the 
propylon of the great temple of Darius. That 
of Adrian is found both in hieroglyphics on the 
walls of the temple of Doosh, and in a Greek 
inscription on the same temple. Domitian's 
name is written in hieroglyphics on .the same 
temple, and that of Antoninus is inscribed on 
the temple of Kasr Zian, both in a Greek in- 
scription, and in hieroglyphics. The small 
temple in the plain near el Khargeh is appa- 
rently Roman, although it is not ornamented 
with names, sculpture, or inscriptions, to enable 
us to decide positively. The temple of Ain 
Amour bears the names of the Emperors Nero 
and Titus ; and that of Dar el Hadjar was 
built by a Caesar. The brick temple at Doosh, 
is also Roman. The sceptics may doubt 
the antiquity of that edifice from the cir- 
cumstance of the entrance being ornamented 
with a pointed arch (see plate 14) ; but this has 
no influence on my opinion, as I found a much 
more ancient pointed arch at Gibel el Birkel, 
(see the section in plate 28 of my Travels in 
Ethiopia). I have omitted to state in my de- 
scription of this brick temple at Doosh, that one 
of the doors in the interior is constructed pre- 
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cisely in the Egyptian style, and over it are the 
remains of the Egyptian cornice and beading. 

Thus we find, that in about a century 
seven temples were constructed by the Romans, 
and it is not impossible that others may have 
been erected which are now covered by the 
desert. These temples were not raised to adorn 
the metropolis that contained the magnificent 
temple of Darius, but in different parts of *the 
Oases, evidently to gratify the wants and tastes 
of the inhabitants. 

The Nubians (says Procopius), used to make 
frequent inroads into the territory of the Oases ; 
but Diocletian purchased a cessation of these 
hostilities by ceding to them a district that it 
would take a traveller seven days to go through ; 
most probably the country between the first and 
second cataracts. 

Olympiodorus lived at the time of Theodosius 
the younger, and inscribed his work to that 
emperor. " The author relates many incredible 
things of the Oasis. First of its climate, and 
that not only none there suffer fi:om the sacred 
disorder, but also that those who go there for 
other places are relieved fi:om it through the 
gentle temperature of the ^.tmosphere. He then 
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speaks of the abundance of sand every where, 
and of the wells, which being sunk to the depth 
of two hundred and three hundred, and some- 
times even five hundred cubits, pour forth 
through the orifice streams of fresh water; 
whence all those who in common executed the 
work, draw in their turn, and the husbandmen 
irrigate their fields. He says that the trees 
there are constantly loaded with fruit, and that 
the com grown there is more excellent than any 
other corn, and whiter than snow. That some- 
times barley is sown twice a year, but millet 
constantly three times. That the husbandmen 
water their small enclosures every third 'day in 
summer, and every sixth in winter, which is 
the cause of the great fertility of the land : and 
that the sky there is always cloudless. He adds 
also that dials are made there. He says that the 
Oasis was formerly an island, and separated from 
the Continent, and that the same was called by 
Herodotus the Island of the Blessed. And his 
reason for the conjecture that it was once an 
island is, that marine shells and oysters are found 
in the rocks of the mountain which extends from 
the Thebaid into the Oasis, and also on account 
of the quantity of sand which abounds and fills 
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the three Oases. With Strabo he speaks of three 
Oases, two great, the exterior and the interior, 
parallel to but at the distance of a hundred miles 
from each other, whilst the third small one is 
separated by a long interval from the other two. 
Moreover, he uses this argument in proof that it 
may have been an island, that it very often happens 
that fish are found carried there by birds, or at least 
the bones of fish gnawed by birds : whence it is 
allowable to conjecture that the sea is not very far 
distant.''* 

This account of Olympiodorus is highly interests 
ing, especially as he was a native of the Thebaid. 
The salubrity of the climate is perhaps exagger- 
ated ; but if the causes of the diseases which are 
at present so baneftil in the Oasis were removed, 
that is, if the inhabitants were supplied with 
abundance of more wholesome food than the 
dates on which very many of them are now, for 
a great portion of the year, obliged to live ; and 
if the Oasis still contained deep wells, such as 
Olympiodorus describes, to supply the people 
with wholesome water instead of the noxious 
stuff with which they now assuage the intolerable 
thirst created by their luscious fruits and the ex- 

* Photius Bibliotheca. lib. 11. 
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hausting heat of the climate, this region might 
still be remarkably salubrious, and very beneficial 
under many complaints. It is true, that at cer- 
tain seasons every wind that blows is heated in 
crossing the parched sands of the surrounding 
deserts, but if the wind is sometimes hot and 
oppressive, it is also always dry, and seldom in 
itself injurious. During the winter and mild 
seasons of the year, the air of the desert is par- 
ticularly invigorating. The firuitfulness of the 
region is indeed acknowledged by all, and its 
people being celebrated for the making of dials, 
infers a certaia degree of civilisation. The 
existence of fossils is mentioned by Strabo as 
well as by the last author ; and their descriptions 
are confirmed by every traveller who has been 
there. I presume that modem geologists would 
not attribute them to the Mosaic deluge, but to 
the great revolutions they infer the globe to have 
passed through before man's appearance on the 
earth. The most important part of the descrip- 
tion of Olympiodorus is his statement that there 
were two large Oases, one exterior and the other 
interior. The latter is evidently the western 
Oasis, discovered in January 1819, by Sir Archi- 
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bald Edmonstone. The distance between the 
chief places in the two Oases is about a hundred 
mUes, as Olympiodoras has stated. 

Athanasius, the great advocate of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, when expelled from the archiepis- 
copal throne, and compdled to conceal himself 
in the deserts of the Thebaid, is supposed to 
have taken refuge in the monasteries of the. 
Oasis Magna. The disciples, of Antony and 
Pachomius had peopled the Libyan wilderness^ 
and their abodes in the most dreary and isolated 
situations afforded a safe asylum to the persecuted 
Patriarch, and screened him from the wraith of 
the Arian emperor Constantius, and from the 
Pagan animosity of the apostate Julian. The 
fife of Athanasius is a catalogue of triumphs aad 
reverses; an extraordinary instance of enthusi- 
astic and undaunted courage, and of the capa* 
bilities of a powerful and unbending mind. 
Four times, or, if we count ^so his retreat to Ips 
Other's sepulchre, five tipies was he expelled 
from the archiepiscopal tiiirone p^ Alexandria > 
and twenty years of his life are said to have beeix 
passed in exile. His name is written in one of 
the sepulchres at Thebes, perhaps by himself; 
and the ruined monasteries in the Oasis magna 
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were, probably, the abode of the great champion 
of the Christian religion. 

Nestorius* was also exiled to the Oasis; Sisin- 
nius, after being Patriarch two years, died in the 
22d year of Theodosius, and Nestorius was then 
appointed to fill his place in the see of Constan- 
tinople. Nestorius being suspected of deviating 
from the orthodox faith, the patriarchs of Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, accused 
him to Theodosius and Pulcheria, and obtained 
permission to hold a council at Ephesus to dispute 
the doctrine of Nestorius. Nestorius was ex- 
communicated, and confined to the east ; but, as 
he succeeded in Converting many persons in 
the district (supposed to be Petrat), where he 
was exiled, John of Antioch demanded that he 
should be sent into another place. The unfor- 
tunate Nestorius was therefore conveyed to one 
of the Oases. An excursion of the Blemmyes, a 
Nubian tribe, delivered him from this confine- 
ment ; but the persecutions he suffered on arriv- 
ing at the Nile soon terminated his existence. 

Ulpian informs us, that the Roman Emperors 

* ZonaraSy lib. iii. 35. 

f The magnificent remains of churches (see Murray's edit 
of Laborde) still existing there, denote the opulence as well 
-as the religion of the inhabitants of that interesting city. 
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exiled the individuals who had incurred their 
displeasure and infringed the laws to these Oases, 
but generally their punishment was temporary. 
Juvenal the poet was in the Oasis magna some 
time. A general, called Timasius *, was banished 
there by the Emperors Arcadius and Honorius 
(A. D. 396), and many of the bishops of the 
western church who resisted the bribes of Con- 
stantius, and boldly maintained the integrity of 
Athanasius, were exiled to these regions. Old 
men and bishops also were often sent from 
Libya to the great Oasis, and others from the 
Thebaid to that of Jupiter Amun ; places, as 
Athanasius describes them, '' unfrequented, and 
inspiring horror." 

The pestilential winds which Zonaras mentions 
were probably the Khampseen, which, however, 
are equally injurious in the valley of the Nile. 
Athanasius's description of the Oasis, as unfre- 
quented and inspiring horror, is certainly more 
graphic than the title of Island of the Blessed 

* Zosimus (lib. v; 9*) describes the Oasis^ where Timasius 
was banished, as a barren place whence no one could escape 
when once carried thither : for the way being sandy, de- 
sert, and uninhabited, no one can find it, the wind covering 
the traces of people's feet ; nor is there any tree or house to 
guide them. 
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given to it by Herodotus. Had the descriptions of 
these districts, which the historian of Halicar- 
nassus and others have given us, been correct, 
exile to such delightful regions would have been 
no punishment, nor voluntary banishment any 
sacrifice. As M. D'Anville says • " c'est un trait 
de ^imagination des Grecs de Pavoir appele PIsle 
des Bienheureux.*' Many countries are dieficient 
in natural attractions; some districts are even 
repulsive, and excite very painful feelings in 
passing through them ; and in Italy, Sicily, and 
Greece I have seen towns, villages, and plains 
sadly depopulated by dreadful malaria, but never 
have I seen the abode of man in such wild and 
gloomy situations as are the convents in the 
Oasis magna. The sand around their walls is 
covered with the tracks of beasts of prey, and 
the view from them is confined to the barren 
rocks and the waterless desert, destitute of trees 
and shrubs and flowers ; where the grass grows 
not, and where the heat is intolerable. 

The beautiful Christian sepulchres in the ne- 
cropolis of el Khargeh, are satisfactory evidence, 
that when Christianity prevailed there the inha- 

♦ Vol. iii. p. 33. 
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bitants possessed the wealth and taste necessary 
to fonn such a cemetery as would be an orna- 
ment to any European city. And the great 
number of Christian ruins, churches, and con- 
vents, mentioned in the descriptions of the dif- 
ferent Oases, prove the former prevalence of the 
religion of the Gospel in these now benighted 
regions. 

The Arabian geographers have given us some 
interesting accounts of the Oases, which ^e the 
more valuable, since, during the seven or eight 
preceding centuries, no notice is pre&erved of 
them. 

We are not informed when the Mahometans 
extended their power and religion to those remote 
districts, if the prize was thought worth the 
trouble, the followers of Amer, the conqueror of 
Egypt, inflamed with religious zeal, and thirsting 
for plunder, would probably soon add the Oases 
to their other conquests : the passage of the 
wilderness would be no obstacle to men accus- 
tomed to the burning deserts of Arabia. 

Al Sherif al Edrissil^, author of twp works 
on Nubia and a description of a terrestial globe^ 
weighing 800 marks of silver, made by order of 

• Herbelot, p. 290. 
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Roger king of Sicily and Calabria, wrote also a 
work on geography, arranged according to the 
seven climates of Ptolemy. He is supposed to 
have written about the year 545 of the Hegira, 
A. D. 1153. In the fourth part of the first 
climate he says ♦, " Al Vahat is near to Assuan 
ibn the western side. This region, now laid 
waste, and without any population, was formerly 
inhabited ; streams flow through it, and tibere are 
still trees remaining, and ruined towns which are 
not inhabited. Thus, also, beyond this region, 
even to Cavar and Cucu, the lands are continu- 
ally marked with palms and the ruins of edifices. 
Ibn Haukal, he adds, relates that the goats and 
sheep which are at the present time in that region, 
have become quite wild, and flee from men, and 
are taken by the hunters like wild beasts. The 
greatest partof the Alvahatae extends lower down, 
parallel to Egypt; and there are ruins in the 
several districts, of which hereafter." It is diffir 
cult to decide which is the portion of al Vahat 
which this author describes. The account of 
ruins is applicable to the Oasis Magna ; but it is 
hardly possible that one of the largest Oases in the 

* Hartmann, page 48. 
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Lib}ran desert can at any epoch, or owing to any 
circumstance, have been entirely depopulated. 
Had the description he promised of the ruins 
been preserved, it would have been highly inter- 
esting, and jit might have enabled us to identify 
the district he describes. He afterwards informs 
us in the fourth section of the second climate, 
"That the other part of the region Alvahat 
extends towards the south to the country of the 
Taguitse ; and there are three journeys between 
the boundary of Nubia and Alvahat ; and that 
in the region of al Vahat are serpents of an 
incredible size, called toghan, which are only 
found in that place. From Ardain and Bahrain 
to Gefar, he adds, is a journey of two days ; from 
Ge&x to al Vahat of three days without water ; 
but from Bahrain to the city called Sant Ria 
(others call it Santariam), are four journeys. 
Towards the north are nine stations for four days* 
journey, to the mount Kolmar. From Sant Riham 
you may enter upon the lands of Cavar and other 
districts of the blacks, which city is placed near 
the canal of Minhi, which branches out into the 
canal of the Faioom." 

Abulfeda*, who is supposed to have been 

• Herbelot, 23. 
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boiii in the year 672 of the Hegira, and to have 
died in the year 732, had the titles of sultan, 
king, and prince of Hamed in Syria, where he 
reigned three years, but was afterwards deposed. 
He is the author of two considerable works, one 
on geography, and the other an abridgment of 
history. He speaks of the Alvahatse as belong- 
ing to Egypt. He says that this region abounds 
with palms and running water, flowing abun- 
dantly from the sources which it contains. But 
that the Alvahatae are surrounded by the desert, 
like so many islands in the middle of the sand, and 
that there is a desert of three days* journey be- 
tween them and the Said. The author of the book 
of Lobab writes the name Alvach, and says, that 
it is a celebrated region of Egypt in that district, 
where it borders on the deserts of western 
Africa : Jacutus, on the contrary, in his Homo- 
nymes enjoins, that the name should be written 
Vachatas without al, and adds, that there are 
three regions to the west of the Said of Egjrpt, 
beyond the mountain which runs parallel with 
the Nile, and that these are called the first, mid- 
dle, and farthest Vachas. That the first of these 
is very well cultivated; and that among many 
other wonderful things, there are rivers and hot 
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springs in it with a fetid smell : also, that there 
are many plantations of palms and cultivated 
lands ; but that the inhabitants are in a wretched 
state (populum victu miserum*). This is a 
correct and graphic description of the Oasis, if 
we consider the Oasis Magna as the first, and 
the district or valley containing the Oasis of 
Dakkel, Ferafreh and el Bahnasa as the middle, 
and the Oasis of Amun the farthest 

Abulfeda sayst, ** That al Vahat lies to the 
south-east of Santariah (Siwah), and that the 
district of Angela is situated between Magreb 
^Muggreb) or Western Afiica, and al Vahat ; 
and that the common boundary of Egypt 
and Magreb is a line drawn between a certain 
mountain on the coast (implied to be the 
lesser Catabathmus) to the tract of al Vahat, 
and hence along it to the boundary of Nubia. 
Edrissi (Hartmann, page 303. from the Parisian 
manuscripts), says Santariah is a small city 
where there is a minbar or pulpit, or sacred 
place, from which the Koran, &c. is read. The 
inhabitants are a mixture of the Berbers and 

* Michaeles Marginalia^ p. 5. 

f Major Rennell^ Geographical system of Herodotus. 
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Arabs. Palms are in abundance, but there are 
few fountains. 

Ibn el Wardi says, that Santariah is a tract 
of country which has a city bf the same name, 
and adds, that it is inhabited by Berbers mixed 
with Arabs. In it are found iron mines. Be- 
tween this city and Alexandria there is a great 
desert. Major Rennel justly concludes, that the 
brief descriptions of Santariah, as far a^ they go, 
equally apply to Siwah ; and from the discoveries 
of modem travellers, it can scarcely be doubted, 
that the Oasis of Amun of the ancients, and 
the Santariah of the Arabian geographers, are 
the same as the Oasis of Siwah discovered by 
Browne. 

John Leo, a Mahommedan by birth, was bom 
at Grenada. When his native place was taken, 
1492, by Ferdinand and Isabella, he retired to 
Africa, where he resided a considerable time, 
and \vas thence called Africanus. He embraced 
Christianity under Leo X., who highly esteemed 
him. He died about 1526, leaving a very valu- 
able description of Africa written in Arabic, and 
likewise a work on the lives of the Arabian 
philosophers. * 

* Sir Archibald Edmons tone. Herbelot. 
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Leo Afiicanus concludes a list of the islands 
which stretch across the north of Afiica with 
Gadamis Fezza (Fezzan Angela and Eloah), 
and in another place informs us, that el Ouah 
is a country situated in the desert of Libya, a 
hundred miles from Egypt, where there are 
three forts, many houses, rich fields, and an abun- 
dance of date trees/* • The forts alluded to may 
be the enclosures containing the three Roman 
temples in the Oasis Magna, which from their 
elevated situation, and amazingly thick strong 
walls, have evidently been used as forts. 

Hartmannt mentions the different ways the 
ancient authors wrote the name of the Oasis. The 
reader may probably have noticed them in the 
different translations. Edrissi, al Vah&t, al Vah, 
al Vahat, al AMhat. Abulfeda, three times al 
Yahkt. The author of the book of Lobab, al Vah. 
Jacutus, without the article, V&hat. Ibn al Vardi, 
al Ykhkt. Schulten, author of a geographical 
lexicon, al Vah and Vah. The ancient Greek and 
Roman writers Auotrei^, Oases. The Arabs of the 
present day call an Oasis, Wah, or el Wah the 
Oasis, pronounced very broadly, which is nearly 

* Sir A. Edmonstone, p. 123. 
f Edrissii Africa, p. 486. 
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the same as Strabo's Auasis, leaving out the 
Greek termination sis. 

Poncet was I believe the first modem traveller 
who discovered any of these Oases. He visited 
the Oasis Magna m 1698 ; but as his brief de- 
Sicription of that region is the only notice of it 
we possess between the l6th and 19th centuries; 
and as it gives us some information of the go- 
vernment at the period he passed through it, and 
is highly graphic of the situation of the Oasis it- 
self, and of the character of the deserts which he 
crossed on his way to Ethiopia, I will conclude 
this article by la)dng it before the reader. 
" We set forward (he says *) from Monfalobt on 
the Nile (See Map) on the 2d October, early 
in the morning, and from that day we entered 
a frightful desert. These deserts are extremely 
dangerous, because the sands, being moving, 
are raised by the least wind, which darken 
the air, and falliifg afterwards in clouds, pas- 
sengers are often buried in them, or at least 
lose the route which they, ought. to keep. ' We 
arrived (he continues) on the 6th Oct. at He- 
laoue. 'T is a pretty large borough, and the 

* Voyage to Ethiopia, London, 1709. 
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last that is under the Grand Signior^s jurisdiction. 
There is a guard in it of 500 janissaries and SOO 
spehis, under the command of an officer whom 
in that country they call Kachif. Helaoue is very 
pleasant, and answers fully its name, which signi- 
fies a countiy of sweetness. Here are to be seen 
a great number of gardens watered with brooks, 
and a world of pahn trees, which preserve a 
continual verdure. Coloquitinda is to be found 
there, and all the fields are filled with senna, 
which grows upon a shrub three feet high. 
This drug, which is so much esteemed in Europe, 
is of no use in the coimtry hereabouts. The 
inhabitants of Helaoue in their illnesses, make 
only use of the root of Ezula, which for a whole 
night they infuse in milk, and take the day afler, 
having first strained it tlurough a sieve. This 
medicine is, very violent, but 't is what they like, 
and commend very much. The Ezula is a thick 
tree, tite blossom of which is blue j it grows 
into a sort of ball, of &n oval figure, fiiU of cotton, 
of which the people of the country make pretty 
fine cloth. • . 

« We rested four days at Helaoue, to take in 
water and provisions, for we were to pass through 
a desert where there was neither brook nor foun- 
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tain. The heat is so excessive, and the sands of 
those deserts so burning, that there is no march- 
yng barefoot without having one's feet extremely 
swelled. Nevertheless, the nights are cold 
enough, which occasions troublesome distem- 
pers in those who travel through that country, 
unless they take great precautions. After two 
days* march we came to Chabbe, which is a 
country ftiU of alum, and within three days we 
reached to Selyme, where we furnished ourselves 
with water for five days, from an excellent spring 
which is in the middle of the desert. Those vast 
wildernesses, where there is neither to be found 
bird nor wild beast, nor herbs, nor so much as a 
little fly, and where nothing is to be seen but 
mountains of sand and the carcasses and bones 
of camels, imprint a certain horror in the mind 
which makes the voyage very tedious and dis- 
agreeable. It would be a hard matter to cross 

« 

these deserts without the assistance of caxnels^'*^ 
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APPENDIX A. 


INSCRIPTION 


ON THE 

PROPYLON OF THE TEMPLE AT EL KHARGEH. 


I. lOYAIOi: AEMHTPIOI STPATHFOX OAI A02 

TOr nEM*0ENTO2 MOI AIATArMATOX YHO 
TOY KYPIOY Hr EM0N02 

II. TIBEPIOY lOYAIOY AAESANAPOY TO ANTITPA- 

*0N YMEIN YOETASA IN EIAOTEX AHOAAY- 
HTE TftN EYEPrEilftN L B AOYKIOY ^ 2E- 
BAITOY XOYAniKIOY 

III. TAABA AYTOKPATOPOX 4>AMI A lOYAIA 2EBA2- 

THI TIBEPIOX IOYAIO2: AAESANAP02 AEFEI 

HASAN nPONOIAN nOIOYMENGS TOY AlAME- 

9 10 

NEIN TO nP02H KA- 

IV. TArTHMATI THN OOAIN AHOAAYOYIAN TUN 

EYEPFEimN A2 EXEI OAPA TftN SEBASTHN 


HI and MHI are often nsed, according to the original inscriptions, for H and MH. 
' OoffHos 6i7i3ai8o5 restoration by Dr. Young and Mons. Latronne. * Y's 

restoration and L's original confirmed. ^ L conf. : rest, by Y vfup. ^ Y r 
and L o conf. ^ L o conf. : rest, by Y rov Btov Atifiiov. ^ L o 

Atfiiov, ^ L o conf. : rest, by Y erovs B. ^ Y r and L o conf. 

• rest, by Y and L orig. TpoaniKovri. *® Y r and L o conf. 
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KAI TOY THN AIITnTON EN EY2TA0EIA AIA- 
rOYIAN EYGTMnX TDHPETEIN THI TE ETOH- 
NIA KAI THI METIS- 

V. THI t" NYN KAIPHN EYAAIMONIA MHI BAPYNO- 

MENHN KAINAIX KAI AAIKOIX EISOPAEEII 
IXEAON AE ES OY TH2 nOADlX EOEEHN KATA- 
BOftMENOS Yno TON ENTYrXANONTllN KAT 
OAirOYI KAI KA- 

VI. TA nAH0H TflN TE EN0AAE EYIXHMONEITA- 

TUN KAI TON KAI TON TEftPrOYNTftN THN 
XftPAN MEM<K)MENnN TA2 ETTISTA TENOME- 
NA2 EOHPEIAS OY AIEAinON MEN KATA THN 
An EMOY AYNAMIN TA EOEIFON- 

VII. TA EnANOP0OYMENO2 INA AE EY0YMOTEPOI 

OANTA EAniZHTE OAPA TOY EIHAAMTANTOS 
HMEIN EDI IftTHPIA TOY nANTOX ANOPIMMIN 
TENOYX EYEPFETOY XEBArTOY AYTOKPATO- 
POl FAABA TA TE HPOI XllTHPIAN 

80 

viii. KAI TA nPOI AnOAAYIlN KAI riNIlXKHTE 
OTI EWONTIIA TON OPOX THN YMETEPAN BO- 
H0EIAN ANHKONTflN OPOETPATA ANAFKAIftl 
OEPI EKAXTOY TUN EOIZHTOYMENftN OlA 
E5EITI MOI KPEI- 

" L TpiaiAtyumi. " Y r and L o rvv. *' "Y r and 

L o conf. " L o conf. : rest, by Y oikov, ** L without 

ruv KM : Y without icai. " Y and L t/iavTov. " Y r and 

L o conf. " Y r and L o conf. '* Y o iifuv, * Y r and 

L o conf. ^' Y o conf. : L o riKorrcov* '^ Y r and L o conf. 

^ L conf. : Y Kpwtiv. 
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IX. NEIN KAI nOIEIN TA AE MEIZONA KAI AE- 

OMEN A TH2 TOY AYTOKPATOPOX AYNA- 
MEftl KAI MEFAAEIOTHTOS AYTOI AHAftXll 

25 

META UAIHI AAH0EIA2: TON ©EllN TAMIEY- 
lAMENftN EI2 TOYTON TON 

36 86 

X. lEPftTATON KAIPON THN TH2 0IK0YMENH2 AX- 

*AAEIAN EFNllN TAP HPO OANTOI EYAO- 

86 36 36 

raXATHN OYSAN THN ENTEYSIN YMllN YOEP 
TOY MHI AK0NTA2 ANGPftnOYS EI2 TEAft- 
NEIA2 H AA- 

XI. AA2 MI20ft2EI2 OY2IAKA2 OAPA TO KOINON 

©02 TftN EnAPXEIftN nP02 BIAN ArE20AI KAI 
OTI OYK O BA YE TA nPAFMATA TO 

nOAAOlT AnEIP0Y2 0NTA2 TH2 TOIAY- 

XII. TH2 nPArMATEIA2 AX0HNAI MET ANArKH2 

EniBAHGENTftN AYT012 TON TEAllN AIOOEP 

30 

KAI AYT02 OYTE HTAFON TINA EI2 TEAft- 
NEIAN H MI20fl2IN OYTE AEft EIAft2 TOYTO 
xin. 2YM$EPEIN KAI TAI2 KYPIAKAI2 YH0012 TO 
META nPO0YMIA2 EKONTA2 nPArMATEYE2. 
0AI T0Y2 AYNATOY2 nEOEKMAI AE OTI OYA 

33 

EI2 TO MEAAON AK0NTA2 TI2 AEEI TEAnNA2 
XIV. HI MI20ftTA2 AAAA AIAMI20112EI T0I2 BOY- 

** Y r and L o conf. ** L o conf. : rest, by Y Boufturatuycn^. * Y r 

and L o conf. "^ Y r tOos : L o riBos. *• Y oX— cicXa— ^c : 

L r oXiyets c/3\a^c. ^ Y r and L o conf. ^ according to Y k*. 

'* Y r and L r conf. " L o conf. : rest, by Yratv, ** L o 

conf.: according to Y o rov tfiov cucorra, 

x2 
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AOMENOI2 EKOnwrS OPOEPXEIGAI MAAAON 
THN TflN nPOTEPllN EnAPXftN AMINWN ITN- 
H0EIAN ^YAAAIIflN H THN OPOI KAIPON 
TIN02 AAIKIAN 

XV. MEIMH2AMEN02 EHEIAH ENIOI nP0*A2EI TUN 

AHMOIIllN KAI AAAOTPIA AANEIA HAPAXIl- 
POYMENOI EI2 TE TO DPAKTOPEION TINAI 
nAPEA02AN KAI E12 AAAA2 WAAKAl Al 
KAI M AYTO TOYTO 

XVI. EFNON ANAIPE0E12A2 INA AI nPASEE TUN 

AANEIflN EK TUN mAPXCNTON IHI KAI MH 

40 

EK TUN IHMATHN EnOMENOI TH TOY 0EOY 

40 

2EBAIT0Y B0YAH2EI KEAEYft MHAENA THI 

40 

TftN AHMOimN nPO*A- 

XVII. 2EI nAPAXnPE120AI HAP AAAHN AANEIA A 

MH AY 2 EE APXH2 EAANI2EN MHA OAffi) 

42 4S 

• KATAKAEIE20AI TINA2 EAEY0EPOY2 EI2 *Y- 
AAKHN HNTINOYN EI MHI KAKOYPFON MHA 
E12 TO nPAK- 
xvui. TOPEION ESft TflN 0*EIAONTftN EI2 TON 
KYPIAKON AOrON INA ^E MHAAMO0EN BA- 
PYNHI TA2 nP02 AAAHA0Y2 rYNAAAAFAS 
TO TnN AHMOSIHN ONOMA MHAE XYNEXIISI 
THN KOINHN nimN 

^^ Y r and L o conf. " L conf. : according to Y linvnaofjuont. 

* Y r and L o conf. ^^ Y o conf. : L has not to. ^ L o and Y r 

conf. * according to Y ii^. *® Y r and L o conf. ** accord- 

ing to Y and L avroi, ** L o and Y r conf. '•^ Y r /*i|8* : L r /«j5e. 
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XIX. 01 THI nPllTOnPASIA nPOl A MH AEl KATA- 

XPHMENOI KAI DEPI TAYTH2 ANArKAIOX 
nPOETPAYA EAHAfl0H TAP MOI nOAAAKII 
OTI HAH TINES KAI YTIOOHKAS EOEIPAXAN 
A*EAE20AI NOMIMfiS 

XX. TErONTIAS KAI AHOAEAOMENA AANEIA OAPA 

TUN AnOAABONTllN ANAHPAIXEIN HPOS BIAN 
KAI AFOPAXMOYI ANAAAXTOTS HOIEIN AOO- 
innNTES TA KTHMATA TON ilNHSAMENHN 112 

XXI. XYMBEBAHKOTON TI2IN ANABOAIKA EIAH*0^ 

EK TOY W2K0r HI ITPATHFOIX HI HPATMA- 

40 

TIK0I2 HI AAAOI2 TUN flPOSO^EIAHKOTON 
TOI.AHMOIim AOrai KEAEYH OTN 02TI2 AN 

40 

EN0AAE 
xxii. EOITPOnOX TOY KYPIOY HI OIKONOM02 

00 

YHOHTON TINA EXHI THN EN T0I2 HMOXI- 
012 nPAFMAXI ONTllN KATEXE20AI AYTOY 

51 53 

TO ONOM H nPOrPA*ElN IN EI2 TOI TOI- 
Onai 2YMBAAAHI 

53 

xxiii. H MEPH TUN YHAPXONTnN AYTOY KATE«. 
XEIN EN T0I2 AH1V102IOI2 FPAMMATOWAA- 
KI0I2 nP020*EIAHMA EAN AE TI2 MHTE 

54 55 

0N0MAT02 KATE2XHMEN0Y MHTE TON YH- 
APXONTllN KPATOY- 

**,**,*• Y r and L o conf. *^ L o conf. : according to Y ayaXturrovs. 

^^ Y r and L o ti\ii<po<rt tic. ^' Y r and L o conf. ^ Y o and L o IhiftMrioiS, 
** Y r and L o ovofia, ** Y w. ,,<ru: according to L r lya fi7fi€is. ** L o 
conf. : according to Y r i8 /icpij. ** Y r and L o conf. ** L otnits rwy* 
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XXIV. MENHN AANIIHI N0M1M02 AABftN YnO0H- 
KHN HI «eAIHI A EiiANlIEN KOMIZAieAI HI 
KAI 11NH2HTAI TI MHI KATEXOMENOY TOY 
ONOMATOD MHAE TOY YnAPXONTOI OYAEN 
nPAFMA ESEI 

XXV. TAX MEN TAP OPOIKAX AAA0TPIA2 OY2A2 

KAI OY TUN EIAH«)TnN ANAPflN KAI O ©EOS 
XEBArrOI EKEAEY2EN KAI 01 EOAPXOI EK 
TOY *12K0Y TAI2 ITNAISI AnOAIAO20AI ON 
BEBAIAN AEI 

XXVI. THN nPHTOnPASIAN WAAIIEIN ENETEY- 
X0HN AE KAI DEPI TON ATEAEIHN KAI KOY- 
*OTEAEmN EN AI2 E2TIN KAI TA flPOXO- 
AIKA ASIOYNTftN AYTA2 *YAAX0HNAI 112 O 
0EO2 KAAYAK)2 

60 

xxvii. ETPAYEN n02T0MftI AOOAYIIN KAI AE- 
rONTftN Y2TEP0N KATAKEKPI20AI TA YHO 
lAIftTnN nPAX©ENTA EN Till ME2ni XPONftI 
META TO *AAKKON KATAKPEINAI KAI HPO 
TOY TON 0EON 

xxviii. KAAYAION AnOAY2AI EOEI OYN KAI BAA- 
BIAA02 KAI OYH2TEIN02 TAYTA AHEAY- 


*^ Y and L hove vofufuos, ^ L o conf. : according to Y aXXorpta- 

{owroa, ^ L o conf. : according to Y wpoaBuca, ^ Y r and 

L o conf. *• Y r and L o conf. •' L o conf. : rest, by Y ft^ o 

^XoKKop, ^ L o conf. : according to Y Karcucpivoi. ^ Y r and 

L conf. 
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83 

SAN AM^OTEPflN TON EnAPXHN EDIKPIMATA 

64 05 ' 

WAAIXa KAI EKEINllN KATHKOAOY0HKO- 
TllN THI 

XXIX. TOr 0EOr KAAYAIOY XAPITI ftlTE AHOAE- 
AYI0AI TA MHAEnn ES AYTON EIOTPAX- 
0ENTA AHAONOTl EII TO AOIHON THPOY- 

67 

MENHI AYT0I2 ATEAEIAI KAI KOY^OTE- 
AEIA2 YOEP AE 

XXX. TUN EK TOY KAIIAPOX AOFOY HPAXOENTftN 

EN Till MESm XPONftl OEPI ON EK^OPIA KAT- 

68 

EKPI0H ai OYH2TEIN02 EKEAEYSEN TA KA0- 
HKONTA TEAEKOAI KAI AY- 

60 60 

XXXI. TOI irrHMI AnOAEAYKftX TA MHAEIKl E12r 
nPAXOENTA KAI nPOD TO MEAAON ME- 
NEIN AYTA EHI T0I2 KAOHKOYXI AAIKON TAP 

60 

EITIN T0Y2 IINHXAMENOYS KTH- 

XXXII. MATA KAI TIMA2 AYTON AnOAONTAS US 

AHMOSIOYX TEftPrOYS EK*OPIA AJIAITEI20AI 

ro n 

TUN lAinN EAAWIN AKOAOY0ON AE EITIN 

TAII TUN lEBAITllN 

XXXIII. KAPI2I KAI TO T0Y2 EITENEn: AAEHAN- 
APEI2 KAI EN THI XftPA AIA 2ftTHPIA2 KAT- 
0IK0YNTA2 ^\ MHAEMIAN ^ 

•* Y o and L o i^vXaaa-wy, * Y r and L o conf. * Y r and L o 

conf. ^ L conf. : avrois omitted by Y. •®,® Y r andX o conf. 

"f^ L o and Y r 6onf. '* L conf. : according to Y o eri riyi retv atfiourrcov x^V^t* 

^ according to Y r km rovs eyywtis AXe^aviptis i according to L o wy^vtu as 
also €vy€v«v posthac. ''^ Y r rri . . , cu<f <pi\9pyia KceroiKouvras i "L t rn 

iroXct 8<a ^tAcpytos KarotKowras. ^^ according to L r cis tirfi€fitav : Y 

omits these words. ^^ rest, by L oXAi^v \wrovfytav ri tos KoBiiKovaas tgytff$ai. 


308 ON THE TEMPLE OF BL KHAR6EH, 

XXXIV. nOAAAKIX MEN EOEZHTHSATE K AYT02 AE 
OYAAXin niTE MHAENA TON EITENnN AAEH- 

76 

ANAPEftN EK AEITOTPriAZ XflPIKAI AFEIGAI 
MEAHIEI AE 

XXXV. MOI KAI TA2 rTPATHHAI META AIAAOHS- 
MON n?01 TPIETIAN ENXEIPIZEIN T0I2 KATA- 
2TA0H2OMENOI2 KAGOAOr AE KEAEYH 02 A- 
KI2 EnAPX02 En AYTON AX0ENTA E«0A- 

70 

XXXVI. 2EN KPEINA2 AnOAY2AI MHKETI EI2 AIA- 
A0n2M0N ArE20AI EAN AE KAI AYO EDAP- 
XOI TO AYTO nE*PONHKOTE2 021 KAI KO- 

80 

AA2TE02 E2TIN O ErAOri2TH2 O TA AYTA 
EI2 AIAAOri2MON 
xxxvii. ArnN KAI MHAEN AAAO nOWlN OAHN 
APnrPI2M0Y nPO0A2IN KATAAEinON EAYTO 

89 

KAI T0I2 AAA0I2 HPAFMATIKOK HOAAOI 
GYN HEI112AN EK2TH2AI MAAAON TUN lAMlN 

82 

KTHMATllN 112 
XXXVIII. HAEIGN TH2 TIMH2 AYTON ANHAnK0TE2 
AIA TO KA0 EKA2TON AIAAOFKMON TA AYTA 

83 

nPAFMATA EI2 KPI2IN ArE20AI TO A AYTO 
KAI HEPI TUN EN lAHlI AOrttl nPATMATHN 

83 

ATOMENflN I2THMI 112. 
xxxix. TE EI TI KPI0EN AOEAYOH HI AnOAY0H. 
2ETAI YnO TOY nP02 Tffl lAIHI AGHII TETAT- 

''^ Y r and L o conf. '^ L o conf. : Y r has ryxcipiJlEtv. ^* L conf.: 

according to Y r \€y», '^ L conf. : according to Y Kpivas, ^ L conf. : 

pro eicXoyiimyf . '^' Y r and L r conf. ® Y r and L o conf. 

as M tt « Y r and L o conf. 
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MEiNOt MHKETI EEKlNAI TOVTft EKAITEA* 
AEIN KATHTOPftl MHAE EIX KPI2IN AFEIOAI 
HI O TOTTO nOIHXAI ADAPAITH- 

XL. TUX SHMinOHXETAI OtAEN TAP En^Al OEPAS 
TUN rrKO^ANTHMAtfti^ EAN TA AOOAEAY- 
MENA AFHTAI EOL TI2 AYTA KATAKPINHI 

85 85 

HAH AE THI nOAElH 2XEA0N AOIKHTOY FE- 
N0MENH2 AIA TO 

XLi. IIAHGOl TftN 2YK0*ANTftN KAI HAIHS 0IKIA2 
rrNTAPA220MENH2 ANArKAIffi! KEAEYH EAN 
MEN TI2 TUN EN lAIffl AOnil KATHrOPllN flS 
ETEPlll XYNHFOPftN EEAFHI YHOOESIN DAP- 

isTASOA? rn 

xLii. AYTOY TON nPOIATFEIAANTA AI KAI MHAE 
EKEIN02 AKINAYN02 H EAN AE lAWlI ONOMATI 
KATENETKflN TPE?2 YnOGEXEE MH AnOAEIHHI 
MHKETI ESEINAI AYTftl KATHFOPEIN AAAA 
TO HMI2Y AYTOY 

XLiii. THI OYITAi ANAAAMBANEI0AI AAIKflTATON 
TAP ErriN nOAAOlI EOAFONTA KINAYN0Y2 

80 90 

YIIEP OrSMlN KAI TEH EIIITIMIAI AYTON AIA- 
nANTOS ANEYQlfNON EINAI 
xLiv. KAI KAeOAOY AE AEY20MAI TON FNO. 


^ according to Yr and Lo iFcu •• y r and L o conf . "•Yrand 

L o conf. *^ L o conf. : according to Y r artfuas. •* Y r «♦- 

Ktvet Kflu : L r SioxcXcuro/uu. 


\ 
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OS 03 

MONA TOY lAIOY AOFOY ANTA KAINOnOIH- 
0ENTA nAPA TAX TON lEBATTnN XAPITAI 

04 

E I 

05 09 

XLV. ENAEIX0ENTA2 2YKO*ANTA2 ai EAEl ETIMft- 
PHXAMHN OYK AFNoS A OTI nOAAHN DPO- 
NOIAN nOIEI20E KAI TOY THN AirYIlTON EN 
EYTTAGEIA " ES H2 

xLvi. XOPHFIAX EXETE OIA OION TE HN EDANIIP- 
©nSAMHN ENETYXON TAP MOI nOAAAKIX 01 
KA0 OAHN THN XftPAN TEIlPrOYNTES KAI 
EAHAnXAN OTI doAAA KAINA KATEKPI0H 

xLvii. * AA TEAE2MATA IITIKA KAI APFYPIKA 
KAI OYK ESON TOIS BOYAOMENOIl! ETXEPflX 
KA0OAIKON TI KAINIZEIN TAYTA AE KAI TA 
TOIAYTA KATAKPIMATA OYK EOI THN 0H- 
BAIAA MON* 

xLviii. ^ Eni TOYS noppn nomoys ths kath 

XftPAX AAAA KAI TA nPOASTIA TH2 nOAEftX 
DWASEN THN TE AAESANAPEflN KAAOYME- 

10 

NHN XnPAN KAI TON MAPEflTHN 

^ L o conf. : Y r anfitov 0cov. ^' L o wcana ra: Y r cu ra Kotpa. 

^ rest, by L ewayopSwrm Ttpi »v Tpoypcn^ cLvaryKaws. H8i| 8c ku "n^XoKis 
Tovs c/AOft tvBtix^tvras : Y o is e . . yo . . ws ouiai . . ofjyoi ..»..€. ^ Y r 

conf. ^ Y o conf. : according toL o ayvow. "^ L o and Y r 

conf. ^^ rest, by L Buifuvew, c( 17s «-«XAeu koi fieyoKas, ^ Y r 

and L o conf. ' L conf. : Y omits 01, ' Y r and L o conf. 

' Y r iroAAcuctf fcarcicpi0i}O'ay : L o iroAXa kouvus KcertKpiBii, ^ Y r koc 

oKKa : L r icai ixeyuXa, ^ according to L Kartxpfifun-a. ^ accord- 

ing to Y r and L r fiovriv, ^ rest, by Y and L ovSc. ^ L o conf. : 

Y omits KOTw. ^ according to L wpoourreta : to Y wpoairra, *^ rest, 

by L KcAcv» ow. 
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xLix. II KAT NOMON ITPATHrOIX EINA El TINA 
KAINllI TH ErnSTA HENTAETIA TA MHI 
nPOTEPON TEAOYMENA KAOOAIKftS H IIAH- 
0IKft2 NOMftN H TOnA- 

L. 0H TAYTA EK THN ITFOTEFAN TAEIN AHO- 
KATAITHXnSIN OAPENTEX AYTllN THN ADAI- 
TH2IN A KAI EUi TON AlAAOnSMON AX0EN- 
TA EK TUN** 

LI. EKOA 2 A ETI KAI nPOTEPON KAI THN AME- 
TPON ES0Y2IAN TftN EKAOnxmN AIA TO 
HANTAI AYTflN KATABOAN EOI Till OAPA- 
rPA*EIN AYTOYI nAEISTA EKE 

Lii. ES OY 2YNEBAINEN AYTOYI MEN APrYPIZEI- 

10 

0AI THN AE AirYHTON ANAITATON FEINEI- 
0AI KAI NYN T0I2 AYTOII nAPArFEAAft 

20 

MHAEN EB OMOIflM 
LI II. rPA*EIN AAA AAAO TI Till KA0OAOY Xft- 
PI2 TOY KPEINAI TON EIIAPXON KEAEYft AE 

22 

KAI T0I2 2TPATHrOI2 MHAEN HAP EKAOHS- 

23 

TftN METAAAMBANEIN XftPIX 


" according to Y r ticera yo/unrrpanfyois : rest, by L rois Kara vofiov ffrpaeniyois, 
" Y wo-- e i^tBrfTcu to : rest, by L rovapxwy ewriptaoBtvrcov KortxptBii roirro. 
*' L has not o. " rest, by L rotovrcty €yK\iifun«y fWf anroXwrct. ** rest, 

by L €Ko\affa 9§ €ri: Y has 7 - - »o<rfl - - ct». " Y r wav Ken' : L o 

conf. *7Lohas--i':YohascMT--y. **Yr and L o conf. 

'* L o conf. : Y r ia ytv€<r0ou. * Y r o/MMfiaros irpoypa/^€W oXA - - wta : 

L r e^otiomfM^^irapaypap€tv aWaxn* '^ L o conf. : according to Y tcptpot. 

^ according to L irapa, ^ rest, by L tirix^fniafMS nis : Y o is X^P^' 

"71' 

Y 2 
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uy. HZ EIIAPXOr KAI OI AAAOI AE nPAFMATI. 
KOI EAN TI ErPEBOSI YETAED H nAPA TO 
AEON nAPArErPA4K)TEZ KAI TOI? UIOTAn: 
AnOAlHOYIIN OSON AnHTHeHIAN KAI TOI 

Lv. EIX TO AHMO^ON THJ A ATTH? KAKOTEX- 

NIAI eItiN KAI H AETOMENH KATA 2TN0YIN 
AnAlTHIII OY nPOI THN OYZAN ANABA*^ 


Lvi. npo2 rrrKPixiN apxaiaz etepun tinun 

ANABAIE THI AAH0EIAZ AYTH2 OYAEN AO- 
KEI AIKAIOTEPON EINAI OA-" 


so flkA SO 

LVii. KAI nPOOYMnS rEftPFEIN TOYS ANGPfl- 

noYS* OTi npos to aahoei thx 

OY2H2 ANABASEfll KAI THI BEB** 


LVII I. Or nPOl 2YK0*ANTIAN TftN KATA lYNOYlN 
nAPArPA«)NT(lN H AHAITHIIS ETTAI EAN 
AE Til EHEAErXOH YEYIA- 


** L o conf. : Y o irfl^Mpyco'ia^orcf . ^ L o conf. : Y r oioy a«i|n|^ e{ 

tipXBuoy - - V. ^ rest, by L roffovrov tmrvrivowriv cit • ^ L o conf. : 

Y r turuf airoH^tyfAtPot Kcera trwo^ airair)f(r«cs. *^ Y r and L o conf. 

" rest, by L ea^aficuruf rov N«cXou irora/iov, oXAa : according to Y r oMofiatruf - - 
voAoi. '^ Y o tofofiourtagif : L r wafiatttw trti. '* L r Bapfttiv 8c 

fiovXofiepos KM Koff o\ipf TtiP x^P*^ icoTouceiy :Yoistfai--i-- iSw. ^ Y r 

and L o conf. ^ Y r utoras : L r jccXcvm. '^ Y r fitfiptyf^vnis 

X»pc» : L r fitfipeyficmis yijf Kara njv avafiatriv* ** Y r conf. : L r akK* oti. 

*• Y r and L o conf. " L o conf. : Y r «« afXPMW ^pwf »w, •• Y r 

€^ii\rfX'»v vpfwraro - - y rw rov : L r c^cAryx^ ^wrafiutvos rovro, en ro ti|- 
fioinoif. 
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818 


Lix. ION TPfflAAIION iUI0M12&I OSOI MEN TAP 

40 

E*OBHeH2AN AK0Y2ANTEI OEPI ANAMETPH- 
2E112 THX EN THI AAEHANAPEftN 

42 

LX. MENHI KAI THZ APXAIA2 EI2 THN THN OY- 
AEnOTE XXOINION KA^ NEX0H MH MATHN 
2YN* ElXenX AN OYTE II TOAMHXEI 

Lxi. I THN ANA ETPHIIN OYTE E H2ETAI 

MENEIN TAP 0*EI ES AlfiNOI AYTH2 AI- 

KA A AYTO irrHMI EPI TON TO K 

Lxii. ftN nPOZFENHMATftN ftSTE AEN EO AYTllN 
KAINIZEI0AI nEPI AE TQN APXAIOTE 


lEftN ENKEI N YMON All 


Lxiii. NH 


AAAKID 


nAEON nEPIE IH2AN 


'^ Y r and L o conf. ^^ L r oonf. ** Y r AAc{ay8pea0y x^P^i : L r AAc|- 
ay8p€o»r x^P^i iccuTcp fi€fi€fiaMfumis, ^ L r conf. : Y r ovScv cSci njf op- 

XMos yn'f <<> Vt^' ^' Y o and L r JKanyrex^* ^ L r awfitto^vffcw : Y r 


BR. TOUNO. 

60 ovre E»To\fififfay 

61 - - cn^f ayAMtTpnmVf owe 
rOAMHIOYSlN err fitveiy 
yap o^EiAcI c£ aiwyps ovnys 

itlcAlON' TO b* aVTO lOTflftl 
KAI nEPc TUVTO 

62 wv TpOffyevrifiaTiav, w<ne OT- 
ScF eir* avTwv Kaivi^eaOaf irepi 
he riav afy)(aiore PAN ANA- 
METPHffCAiF €v Kei . • vi^/io- 
vaiSf II . . 

63 ev i| otrai voWqkis • • vXeOv 
ifEpicirjoay vXriv apyvpia^iov 


MONS. LETRONNE. 

60 res roX/ii|9Ci avavwv 

61 oOjai n^v aya[fi]erf!iff9ii', ovr9 
e[ir(XMp] liberal* fieptiv yap 
0^ciXer[c rois] e( atwyos av- 
Ttfs htKa[iiafiaac r]o b* avro 
ior9fi[i cai 9re]pi rwF ro [icaO- 
oXov K^twy abu] 

62 toy ifpotryeviifiaTiav [w]o're 
ov]SeF er* avrwy KaiyiSetrOai* 
irepi be T(ay ap\aiOTe\[euay] 
er€[c](i»v, eyKet[fieyt»\y vfjuoy, 
ats [ri}v T(ay rekwy awaiTViiriy 
efierpri 

63 aajy oi [€y]\[oy«]ffrac iroX- 
Xaus, u[aTe ov] irXeoy wepi- 
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nAHN APITPIIMOY TON HPAFM 

KAI THI TO PraN EniTP 

Lxiv. OKPATOPI rPAY TA TON AAAft 

AYTOI AHAllXft MONni AYNAME I TA TOI- 

ATTA OA (12 EKKOIITEIN 
Lxv. AI TH2 n TON 11THPIA2 H AEKH2 


LXVI. 


FEXIA KAI nPONOIA 
OY AEIBIOr 
BA KAI P02 2EB 2T 
POI £ni<^I IB 


Y2 n TOY 


GKPATO- 


DR. YOUNG. 

rwv ayO fieymv rac Ti^s rw • • 
irov eirc . . a • . 


64 . • e . . rtf avToKparopi ypa- 
i^wy • . i| ra rwv aWutv, . . 
eaN avTwi briXia twi fjLOvan 
dvva/iENlV ra roiawa oX . • 
wi eKKorreiv . • 


65 • . aiTfiaAl rttv AYrwN 2«- 
Ti,P«a« fi biHy€icriv EYE^yc- 
aia icai vpoyota . • ETOYf 
flrPwroY Tov Aci/Scov 0EOY • . 

XOYAniKIOY 

66 FA A/3a Kaiaapos leBoI- 
TOv avTOKparopos' Eiri^t i/3 


MONS. LETRONNE. 

€[iro]ii}(rav vXriv apyvpia/iov 
Twy irpay^fiaTiKJiay rac n}S 
rii»[v yewpyltty €Jrt[rpi\j/evs 
Kacira] 

64 pi [2c/3a]o'r(tf a[vr.]oiqf>arop< 
y[p]ai//[ft», irac ra /leyjiora r»v 
aWuy avTta hrfXiaaia fwvm dv- 
vafA^ewl ra Toiavra oX[ii:]«iis 
[€]icicoirr[eAi'' rfbii yap vfiiy air- 
ebeiyOri we 

65 p]c Tfis vayrwy [v/i]ci»[v] crbh- 
ri^pcas mhmveKiis [evcpjye^ia 
icai 9rpovoca [e/iou/ ero]vs irpw- 
ro[v Aovic]iov Aec/3iov [SovX- 
TTciciov FaX- 

66 /3a Kaiirapos [Z€jd]airr[ov} 

avroKparopos efri^[(] IB 


OASIS MAGNA. 


ms 


( B ) 


INSCRIPTION 

AT 

EL KHARGEH. 

I. P02IAnNI02 XTPATHrOI 

II. TH2 nEM$0EIIH2 MOI YDO TOT KYPIOY HFE- 


fii. 


M0N02 
IITOAH2 2YN TftI YnOTETArMENllI OPOI- 


TA-- 


IV. 


TA ANTirPA*A YMMN YnOTETAXA IN 


V. 


EIAO-. 
YTA K 


OH0HTE KAI MHAEN YHENAN- 


TION TOI2 IIP02 


MONS. LETRONNE. 

1. lloaiiiavioSf trrparfiyos [Oa- 
aewt 0i7/3ai8os] 

2. Tffs we/xf^eiffffs fioi vrro rov kv" 
ptov rfytfjiovos 

3. e[irt]ffTo\rfs, ervv rji vworeray' 

4. avTa\ ra avnypa^a vfieiy vxo- 
reraxo, ip* eido[res /*- 

6, fihey '^apa]\oyoy re xai fttfiep 
vitevavTiov Tot.% wpotr^ 


DR. TOUNG. 

1. Jlotriiiavios (npaTtiyct' 

2. Tri$ vcfJufiOeiiTijs fioi vtto tov «v- 
pcov riytfiovos 

8. eiriirroXriSf ovv tmi vxoreray- 
fievwi irpoorarMATI 

4. ra oirOypa^a Y/icf - virore- 
ra^a cv* ec&>TE2 

5. AYro cATANoH6i|r€, mi 
fifihey virevayriov rois icpoa" 

TETArMENOIX 
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ON THE TEMPLB OP BL KHAR6EH, 


VI. 2 ENATOY TIBEPIOY KAAYAIOY 
KAIIAP02 

VII. AYT0KPAT0P02 MEXEIP Z 

VIII. AniTiiN noiEii^Nmi itpath- 

rni 0A2E-- 

IX. TH2 nOAEOZ YOEeHKA AIA- 
TAFMA 

X. nE YA2 B YAOMAI OYN E0N 

XI. E THI MHTPOnOAEI TOY NOMOY KAI 
KAG E- 

XII. N AYTO nPOGEINAI lAtESl KAI EYXHMOII 

XIII. KAI rAY*OMENA FENHTAI TAX EMOY 


HONS. LBTRONRB. 


6* fiKOvai waBfire]. L. evarcv Ti- 
p€piov KXavbiov Kataapos 

7. [lejSaffrov avjrorparopof, fie- 

^eip Z. [Tvaios Ovep- 

8. yiXios K,a]inrwy Uoaeiitaviw, 
(rrparfiyia Oaa€[ias, 

9. x«'P'*^* ^'^l ^'7* woXews ro[he 
eileOriKa iiaray/xa 

10. [rovTO rai €vefi\yf/a <r[ou Bb]w- 
X^fMii ovv [tovs\ tBv 

11. [cLpxas eyjre rij finrpawokei 
Toy yofiov Kai Ka& e[jccitfn|i^ 

12. voXiv a9T]o vpodeiyai ao/^ai 
ntc evaiffMis [ypapiiAtk^iv, 

13 lya vay] r« woXt[riy] ^ifXo ye- 
i^roi ro v[ir'] efiov [araOtwra]* 


DR. TOUNG. 

6. EFXEIPIZHTE- EToYS 

evarov rtfieptov xXayiiov icac- 
aapos 

7. XEBArrOY TEPMANK-ov 

avroicparopor fiej(eiPE, 

8. FNAIOI OYAAEPI02 

KAIIIritfv iroaeiiwyiwi arpa- 
ri|y«i oaffcllX 

9. . i • Tfis woXeufs vio .... Oi^ca 

10 pomyj/as . . • BO vXo/iQ I 

ovi' ee/i 

11. re Tfii /ii/rpoiroXei rov vo/iov 
Kai KaB* e- 

12. va AvTo vpoBeiyai aa^Ii 
icac evtni/xois FPAMMAll 

13. xaTA arHXijv* a y9viiTai 
ra^a Ell' e/iov. 
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( c. ) 


INSCRIPTION 


ON THE 


TEMPLE OF EL KHARGEH. 


I. FNAIOi: OY ' AI02 KAniTAN AEFEI 

II. KAI nAAAI MEN HKOYON TINA2 AAOANAI 

AAIK0Y2 KAI nAPAAOFI- 

III. A2 mo TON nAEONEKTIKHS KAI ANAIA112 

TAI2 E50Y 2 AOO- 

IV. XPflMENfiN rEINE20AI KAI NYN AE EN TH TON 

AIBYllN MAA12TA 

V. EFNUN YnO0E2EI OTI ANAAI2KETAI TINA APIIA- 

ZONTON AAE 

10 

VI. 112 TUN Eni TAI2 XPEIAI2 (12 YOOKEIMENA EI2 

AAnANA2 

VII. KAI 5ENIA2 AYTllN TA MHTE ONTA MHTE 

0*EIAONTA EINAI 


* Y r lovAioi : L r OvtpyiXtos, ',', Y r and L o conf. * Y r 

conf. : L r -rapaXayurBturctt. ^ Y r ca^t^s reus r€, ' Y o 

owrtais : L o t^owriais, ^ Y r and L o conf. " Y r and L r conf. 

' L o oonf. : according to Y o awXws, *^ Y r and L o conf. *' L o 

conf. : according to Y r wvias. *' Y r and L o conf. 
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VIII. OMOIOZ AE KAI^^ PEUIN ONOMATI AIO 

KEAETQ T0Y2 

IX. **OAErONTA2 AIA TUN NOMHN rTPATIllTAI 
KAI inriElI KAI 

X. TAT0PA2 KAI EKATONTAPXAI KAI XIAIAP- 
XOYI KAI TOrX 

XI. nOY2 AOANTAI '* AEN AAMBANEIN MHAE AN- 

FAPETEIN EI MH! 

XII. TINES EMA AlHAftMATA EXoVnN KAI T0YT0Y2 

AE XTETH AE- 

XIII. XE2:0AI TOYI AIEPX0MEN0Y2 YHOKEIMENON 

TE MHAENA MHAEN HPAT- 

XIV. TEIN ESft TON YOO MASIMOY XTAeENTON 

AN AE T12 Aftl H HI AE- 

XV. AOMENON AOFIIHTAI KAI EIinPASHI AHMOIIA 

TOYTON TO*" KAOAOYN 

XVI. Era EKIIPASft OY AYTOS EOPAEEN TON NO- 

MON KAI THI MHNYIANTI 

M 31 

XVII. TO TETPAIIAA2EI0N MEP02 AllSft EK TH2 TOY 
KATAKPIGENTOI OY2IA2 


" rest, by Y opyaptuw : L o oyyopctwy. >* Y r and L o conf. ** Y r 

and L o SioSctwKrat. *" L o conf. : according to Y r Atywmovs, '^ Y r 

lew trraropas : L r koi fA/trttropas. ** Y r rovs Xoiirovs : L r rov% 99$pwrovs. 

''Yd and L o /arfi^v. ^ Y r and L have oT^opcvciy. ^' L o 

conf. : Y r fX^^^* ^ according to Y o and L o ftovoy 8<xco'- 

Ocu. •* Y r and L o conf. ** Y r vroM : L o f of. *• Y r 

and L o conf. •• Y o and L o 8cicair\ovy. vn» y r and 

L o conf. * L o conf. : Y r rerfKorXcurtoy. '» Y r and L o 

conf. 


OASIS MAGNA. 319 

XVIII. A2IAIK0I rPAMMATEII KAI KftMOFPAM- 

33 

MATEI2 KAI TOnOFPA- 

XIX. 12 KATA NOMON HANTA 02A AAOANA- 
TAI EK TOY NOMOr EI2 TINA 

XX. HEnPAKTAI HAPAAOrftl H AAAO TI ANAF 

AN KAI 

3d 37 

XXI. ESHKONTA EniAOTIlSAN 01 AE nP02 OHBAI- 

38 39 

A02 AIA TETPAMHNOr 0EOIEN (cw) 

40 

XXII. AOnXTHPIA KAI nPOI BA2IAEIAHN TON KAI- 

41 42 

2AP02 AOEAEYGEPON TON EK 
xxiii. TOY AOnrrHPIOY KAI TOY! EKAOrilTAI 

43 44 

nEMOETftXAN IN EAN HAPA TO AI- 

45 46 

XXIV. KAION AEAOFEYMENON H nEHPATMENON H 
TOYTO AIOPOnSOMAI OMOIflS 


'' Y r 01 fioffiXueoi : L r oi ^v ficuriXucoi. ^ Y r and L r roroypofA- 

fuvrus. ** Y r conf. : L r « two cunrerpafCTW. ^ Y r oy 

tufopBwrw Kota- -: L r cafoefpau^wdwrw^ iceut ct ^17, X. ^ L o conf. : 

Y r e^KOPTts ciSorwf ok. ^ L o conf. : Y r eiri nys. '^ L r 

conf. : according to Y o crpXXi; 0po, ^ L r e^wporoMroK to. ^/' Y r 

and L o conf. *' Y o has ^ - - 7 : L o has to €«. ** Y r and 

L o conf. **.Y r conf. : according to L r cok t« iropo. ^ Y o 

conf. : according to L o \«\oyurfi€vw. ^ L o conf. : rest, by Y vopo- 

rerayfupoif, ^^ L o conf. : according to Y o ^ptoffo/iai. 
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( D. ) 


INSCRIPTION 

ON THE 

TEMPLE OF EL ZIAN. 

I. AMENHBI 0Eni MEnrmi TXONEMYPEftt KAI 

T0I2 

II. SVNNAOE 0EOI2 YHEP TH2 EI2 AIllNA AIAMO- 

NH2 ANTIINEINOY 

III. KAIIAPOS TOY KYPIOY KAI TOY XYMOANTOS 

AYTOY OIKOY O ZHKOI TOY lEPOY KAI TO 

IV. nPONAON EK KAINH2 KATE2KEYA20H EOI AOY- 

lAIOY HAIOAnPOY EOAPXOY AIFYnTOY 

V. SEOTIMIOY MAKP11N02 EniriATOY XTPATHFOYN- 

T02 nAINIOY KAIHTftNOI 

VI. ET0Y2 TPITOY AYT0KPAT0P02 KAI2AP02 TITOY 

AIAIOY AAPIANOY ANTIINEINOY 

VII. 2EBA2TOY EYIEBOYI ME20PH OKTft KAI AE- 

KATH 

* According to Young §irurrpaTriyov. 
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( E. ) 


INSCRIPTION 

ON THE 

TEMPLE OF DOOSH. 

t 

!• YtlEP TH5: TOT KYPIOY 

ATTOKPATOPOS NEPOY A 
11. TPAIANOY APirrOY 2EBAXTOY FEPMANIKOY 

AAKIKOY TYKH2 EHI MAPKOY. POYHINOY 

AOYnOY 

III. EnAPXoY AinrnroY iapaoiai kai toix ©e- 

012 MEHXTOIX OI ADO THI KYP2ENIK0I 
rPAYAN- 

IV. TE2 THN OIKOAOMHN TAYTHN OPOX EYXE- 

BAIA2 XAPIN EnOlHXAN Fl© AYTOKPA- 

T0P02 KAI2AP02 

V. NEPOY AAPIANOY APISTOY 2EBA2TOY TEP- 
MANIKOY 4AKIK0Y 
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( F. ) 

INSCRIPTION 

ON THE 

TEMPLE OF EL KHARGEH. 


A AOMAI AHAOYieAI 

nPOD HAPITPION AI 

MHN XKEnAETIKOYlI 

nPftTON AKOYTAIE 

FA ATHN TOY KYPIOY 

ETOAMHIAN HIKE 

nUl TI AAMBANO 

AAKII n ATI 

eANTOS r 

POrPA*H 

xTPATHrm— n 

EHKONTA 

PON npoi T 

8 

ion 2A 

nEiN nA2 

KAI TA AM 


> Y r 86 ie« fiovXofuu. « Y without <ri. =» Y o wap«. * Y r 

conf. * Y r iroWcuas -wapwr. « Y r cw ton y*m, ' Y r 

crpwrifTmf without TI. " Y o ca. 
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KAI TOYI T 

10 

OHPEASTOY 

HAH npoAEra 

TftN EI KAI 
NOITOT TTOYSA 
^Ie20AI 

— AAlTft 

15 

— ITONI 

— N MOI META 
rPAMA nPOTIOX EI 
TPOnOAEI TOY OAOY N 

» Y r ToiavTfii 8. ^ Y o TeptXirrov. " Y r conf. «» Y rovs a. 

" Y o (pwoafiX. *♦ Y r tXaurtru. '* Y r irwv without i, " Y r 

ayp - - oir - - ori o cts - - 'fi7iTpowo\€t rmf o\ov vo. 


TRANSLATION 


OF 


THE GREEK INSCRIPTIONS 


ON THE 


PROPYLON OF THE TEMPLE AT EL KHARGEH, 

OASIS MAGNA. 

(A.) 

I, Julius Demetrius, commander of the 
Thebaic Oasis, have transmitted to you a copy of 
the ordinance sent to me by the Lord Governor, 
Tiberius Julius Alexander ; that being acquainted 
therewith, you may enjoy its benefits: in the 
second year of Lucius Augustus Sulpicius Gralba, 
the Emperor : the first Phaophi, according to the 
Augustan Julian calendar. 

Tiberius Julius Alexander says: Taking all 
possible care, that the city remain in proper 
order, enjoying the benefits which it has from 
the Augusti ; and that Egypt, continuing in 
tranquillity, be cheerfully obedient, in abundance 
and in the unprecedented happiness of the pre- 
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sent times, not being aggrieved by new and 
unjust exactions: and almost from the time of 
my coming to the city, having been entreated by 
these, meeting me both in small numbers and in 
multitudes of the most respectable persons here, 
both these, and those that are employed in cul- 
tivating the land, complaining of the injuries 
lately committed: I have not omitted indeed, 
according to my power, to correct the things 
which are pressing. But that you may hope 
with the greater confidence for all things from 
him, who has now shone out upon us for the 
safety of the whole race of mankind, our bene- 
factor, the august Emperor Galba, both with 
regard to your safely and to your enjoyment ; 
and may know, that I have taken care of what 
can contribute to your advantage, I have issued 
positive edicts respecting each particular of what 
was required, as far as I have the power of judg- 
ing and of acting. And with respect to things 
of greater importance, and which require the 
power and majesty of the Emperor, I will explain 
them to him with all truth : the gods having 
reserved the security of the world to this most 
auspicious period. For I am especially aware, 
that your remonstrance is most reasonable, that 

A A 
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men should not be brought against their will 
into the exchequers, or unto other pa3anents of 
their substance, by force, and contrarily to the 
common custom of the provinces ; and that it 
hath injured in no small degree their affairs, that 
many, who are unacquainted with such a mode 
.of proceeding, should be brought up by con- 
straint, having impositions laid upon them. I 
have therefore myself neither brought any man 
into the exchequer or unto payment, nor will I 
do so ; knowing this to be of service also to the 
imperial accounts, that they be managed by per- 
sons, who are willing and able and possessed of 
zeal. And I am persuaded, that any one for the 
future will not force persons to act as tax-gather- 
iers or officers of the accounts against their will, 
but will remunerate those who are disposed to 
come forward voluntarily: since I rather ob- 
serve the established custom of former governors 
than imitate the occasional injustice of any in- 
dividual. For some, under the pretence of the 
public demands, and making over the debts of 
other persons, have thrown certain individuals 
both into the debtors' prison and into other 
places of confinement ; which for this very reason 
I have thought proper to suppress, in order that 
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actions may be upon the property, and not upon 
the persons of ddbtors^ Following the will of the 
divine Augustus, I ordain, that no one, under 
pretence of the public accounts, shall make over 
debts from others, which have not been (originally 
contracted to him : and that no freeman shall on 
any occa^on be incarcerated in any gaol, except 
the malefactor ; tior be confined in the debtors' 
prison, except such as are in debt to the royal 
revenue. And that the name of the public debts 
may not interfere in the smallest degree with the 
interests of private commerce ; and that they 
may not injure the pubUc faith, who abuse in 
an improper manner the rights of priority of 
payment, I hare issued a positive edict on this 
sul^ect also. For it has repeatedly been made 
known to me, that certabi persons have attempted 
to withdraw pledges which were according to law, 
and to re-claim loans by force firom those who had 
received them, and to annul the validity of sales, 
taking away the possesm)ns of purchasers, as 
Irving made agreements with persons, who had 
received the property only for a term from the 
treasury, or with mffitary commanded, or tax. 
gatherers, or some others of those indebted to the 
puUic revenue. I therefore ordain, that what- 

A A S 
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ever conunissioner of the Emperor or adminis- 
trator may here have any one suspected of. those 
employed in the public business, he shall identify 
his name, or openly declare it, in order that no 

one may engage with such a person ; or to 

hold certain parts of his property in the public re- 
cords as a debt. But if any person, neither having 
his name so entered nor his property under 
control, may lend according to the law, having 
taken security, or may already have resumed 
what he has lent, or moreover may have bought 
any thing without having his name or his.pro- 
perty entered, he shaU not be disturbed. But 
with respect to the marriage portions which are 
alienated, and which have not become the. pro- 
perty of the husbands, both the divine Emperor 
and the governors of the province have prdered 
them to be paid out of the Treasury to the wives, 
whose priority of pa3mient must remain inviolable. 
And I have also been addressed respecting im- 
munities and partial exemptions, among which 
are the entrance dues ; the petitioners requesting, 
that they may be preserved, as the divine Claudiu9 
ordered in his rescript, to Fosthumus, conceding 
them; and saying, that the things which had 
been exacted in the mean time by individuals 
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had been afterwards condemned, after that Flac- 
cus had condemned them, and that the divme 
Claudius had previously remitted them. Since 
therefore Balbillus and Vestinus remitted these 
payments, I observe the decisions of both these 
governors, they also acting in conformity with 
the gracious pleasure of the divine Ckudius- ; so 
that the pa3mients, which had manifestly never 
been exacted from them, were remitted^ the im- 
munities andpartial exemptions being confirmed 
to them for the fixture. And with respect to what 
had been exacted in the mean time on Caesar's 
account, upon which a rent had been established, 
as Vestinus ordered the people, sums to be paid j 
I also decree, having remitted what has never 
beeii exacted, that the payments remain; for the 
fixture as they are established. For it is unjust 
that those, who have purchased possessions and 
given the price of them, should be required to 
pay rents for their own estates, like public 
tenants : and it is consistent with the gracious 
intentions of the Augusti, that both the native 
Alexandrians and those, who are quietly dwell- 
ing in the country, should be brought into 
no .... Ye have ofl:en desired, and I 
adhere to the regulation, that no one of the 

A A 3 
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native Alexandrians should be burthaied with 
the district-services : and I shall take care, that 
military eonrniands shall be retained tor three 
years by those who, after mature consideratioQ, 
riiall be appointed to them. And I command 
absolutely that, whenever a governor shall once 
have given judgment and acquitted a person 
brought b^Ke him, the individual shall not 
again be brought to trial : and that, if two 
governors shaQ have agreed in opinion, the 
accuser is also to be punished, bringmg forward 
the same things twice to a trial, and producing 
no other result than leaving an occanon to com* 
plain csS extortion against himself and other tax* 
gatherers. Many pa*s(»is have oq this account 
thought jtfoper rather to remain dqirived of 
thdr own possessions, having spent more than 
the value of them, from the custom of bringmg 
to a judgm^it the same matters befwe every 
court of mquiry. And I make the same decree 
respecting matters brought forward in a private 
action : that, if any thing having been tried has 
been dismissed, or shall be dismissed, by the 
judge appointed to try private causes, it shaU 
be no longer lawful for Hie accuser to renew his 
suift, nor to bring the cause forward again ; or 
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whoever does act so, shall be fined without 
excuse : for there will be no end of informations, 
if cases which have been dismissed may b^ 
brought forward. ™til some one i»ue. judg- 
ment against them. The city having now 
indeed become almost uninhabited on accoimt 
of the multitude of informers, and every &mily 
being disturbed ; I peremptorily command, that, 
if any one of those, defending another, as accus- 
ing on his own account, may bring forward an 
objection, the informer must be presented by 
him, that this person may not be exempt from 
responsibility : and if any individual, brin^g 
forward three accusations in his own name, shall 
not support them, that it shall no more be law- 
fill for him to institute any action, but let half 
of his property be taken away : for it is most 
unjust that one, who has endangered the pro-^ 
perty and honor of many, should himself escape 
wholly unpunished. And in all cases I shall 
direct the registrar of the private causes to take 
account of all innovations, inconsistent with the 
gracious intentions of the Augusti • • . . 
those, who have been proved to be corrupt in- 
formers, I have punished, as it was proper. But 
I am not ignorant, that you also take great care, 
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that Egypt may renudn in tranquillity . • . 
from which . . . the expenses of the games 
which you have, I have regulated as much as 
possible : for I have had many applications from 
agriculturists throughout the whole country, 
and they have stated that many new things have 
been established against them .... other 
exorbitant taxes in com and money ; and that 
fiicilities were not afforded to those desiring to 
improve their estates upon an extensive scale ; 
but that these and similar adjudications had 
taken place, not only in the Thebaid and in the 
distant nomes of the low country, but had pre- 
occupied the suburbs of the city, both that 
called the district of the Alexandrians and the 
Mareotis .... to the commanders of 
the nomes, that, if any sums have been newly 
exacted within the last five years, which were 
not before universally or for the most part paid 
by the nomes or prefectures, they must restore 
these things to their former state, relinquishing 
the demand of them, and what have been 
brought into the account from the .... I 
have also restrained already the excessive power 
of the collectors, inasmuch as all complain 
against them, that they rescind the most of 
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• • . . whence it has come to pass, that 
they are enriched, but that Egypt is subverted.. 
And now I command these same persons to 
assess nothing according to the similitude of 
another place, nor to do any other thing at all, 
without obtaining judgment from a governor : 
and I order the military commanders to receive 
nothing from the tax-gatherers without the per- 
mission of a governor. And if the other revenue 
officers may be found to have falsely or illegally 
rescinded any accounts, they shall both make res- 
titution to the individuals, as much as they have 
been imposed on, and shall pay so much into the 
public treasury ► And as a part of the same evil 
practices, a demand is spoken of, made accord- 
ing to a general survey, and not in conformity 
with the existing ascent of the river .... 
taking the ancient registers of some other 
ascents for a general judgment; whereas nothing 
seems to be more just than according to the real 
state of the inundation .... And it is 
reasonable for the cultivators to labour with 
alacrity, when knowing that they are to be rated 
according to the existing inundation, and the 
ground overflowed .^ . . . The demand shall 
be not according to the corrupt information of 
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those altering the accounts in conformity with 
the general survey ; but if any one may be 
convicted to have fidsified, he shall pay three 
times the amount to the public treasury. And 
as many .as have been alarmed by hearing of an 
admeasurement having taken place in the country 
of the Alexandrians; this being fixed and 
ancient, the measuring-rod has never been 
carried over the land: let them not be unne- 
cessarily terrified. Neither will any one dare to 
propose nor undertake an admeasurement ; for 
it must remain at the just rate established from 
the commencement of it And I ordain the 
same concerning the late additions, so that 
nothing of these shaU be disturbed. But with 
respect to the more ancient admeasurements 
established among you .... have had 
no other effect, than the extortion of the tax- 
gatherers and the oppression of the husbandmen 
. . . I shall write to the Emperor, and shall 
show the chief of other matters to him, who 
alone is able entirely to remove such things, if* 
his constant beneficence and vigilance for the 
safety of all . . . The first year of Lucius 
Livius Galba Cassax Augustus, the Emperor.— 
Epiphi 12. 
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(BO El Khargeh. 

Posidonius commander : I have placed before 
you copies of the letter sent to me by the Lord 
Governor, with the ordinance subjoined to it; 
that being acquainted with them, you may con- 
sider and do nothing contrary to the things com- 
manded. The ninth year of Tiberius Claudius 
Caesar the Emperor, Mechir the 7th . • . 
Capito to Posidonius, the commander of the 
Oasis. I have subjoined the ordinance from the 
city • . . Having sent therefore, I desire 
the prefects to set it forth in the chief city of 
the nome, and in each city, in clear and legible 
characters : and let these my commands be 
sculptured quickly. 


(C.) El Khargeh. 

Cnoeus Virgilius Capito says: I have both 
heard long ago some imjust expenses and false, 
charges to be made by certain persons avaricin 
ously and shamefully abusing their powers : and 
I have just now been informed, that in the 
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territory of the Libyans certain things are con- 
sumed by those seizing them under pretence, as 
it were, because of their necessities, as being set 
apart for then- expenses and entertainments ; 
which charges are neither true nor admissible : 
and in like manner under the name of the service 
of couriers. Wherefore I command those travel- 
ling through the nomes, soldiers, and horsemen, 
and seijeants, and centurions, and tribunes, and 
all others, to take nothing nor to exact the pri- 
vileges of couriers, except certain have my war- 
rants ; and these passing along only indeed to be 
accommodated with lodging : and that it be laid 
down, that no man do any thing, beyond what 
were established by Maximus. But if any in- 
dividual may give, or consider any thing as 
given, and exact as for the public service, I 
will exact ten times the amount of what he has 
exacted from the nome, and give a four-fold 
portion to the informer out of the property of 
the condemned. The royal scribes, and the 
village clerks, and the clerks of the districts in 
each nome, shall keep a register of aU, that is 
expended by the nome upon any one : that, if 
this or any thing else has been irregularly com- 
mitted, they may be recorded, and may repay 


GREEK INSCRIPTIONS. 337 

sixty-fold. But the inhabitants of the Thebaid 
may for four months come up to the tribunals 
of accounts : and let them address themselves 
to Basilides, the freedman of Caesar, an officer 
of the tribunal of accounts, and to the comp- 
trollers j that, if any thing may be adjudged 
or done contrary to what is just, I may in like 
manner put this in order. 


(D.) On the Temple of el Zian. 

To Amenebis, the supreme god of Tchone- 
myris, and to the associated gods of the temple, 
for the eternal preservation of Antoninus Caesar 
our Lord, and his whole house. The cell of the 
temple and the vestibule were repaired and 
renewed under Avidius Heliodorus, governor of 
Egypt ; Septimius Macro being commander-in- 
chief, Plinius Capito being general of the forces, 
in the third year of the Emperor Caesar Titus 
iElius Adrianus Antoninus Augustus, the Pious. 
Mesore the eighteenth. 
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(E.) Ok the Temple of Doosh. 

« 

For the fortune of the Lord Emperor Caesar 
Nero • . . Trajan Optimus Augustus G^r* 
manicus Dacicus^ under Marcus Ruffinus Lupus^ 
Governor of Egypt, to Serapis and the supreme 
gods, those of • . . . having written, erected 
from a principle of piety this building. The 
nineteenth year of the Emperor Caesar Nero 
Adrian Optimus Augustus Germanicus Dacicus. ^ 

* Probably Cyrene. 


THE END. 
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